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25:44–26:20

“They also will an swer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry or  thirsty or 
a strang er or need ing  clothes or sick or in pris on, and did not help you?’

“He will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did not do for one of the 
 least of  these, you did not do for me.’

“Then they will go away to eter nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous to 
eter nal life.”
3
3
3

W hen  Jesus had fin ished say ing all  these  things, he said to his dis ci-
ples, “As you know, the Pass over is two days away —  and the Son of 

Man will be hand ed over to be cru ci fied.”
Then the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple as sem bled in the 

pal ace of the high  priest,  whose name was Cai a phas, and they  schemed to 
ar rest  Jesus se cret ly and kill him. “But not dur ing the fes ti val,” they said, 
“or  there may be a riot  among the peo ple.”
1
While  Jesus was in Beth a ny in the home of Si mon the Lep er, a wom an came 
to him with an al a bas ter jar of very ex pen sive per fume,  which she  poured 
on his head as he was re clin ing at the ta ble.

When the dis ci ples saw this, they were in dig nant. “Why this  waste?” 
they  asked. “This per fume  could have been sold at a high  price and the 
mon ey giv en to the poor.”

Aware of this,  Jesus said to them, “Why are you both er ing this wom an? 
She has done a beau ti ful  thing to me. The poor you will al ways have with 
you, but you will not al ways have me. When she  poured this per fume on 
my body, she did it to pre pare me for buri al. Tru ly I tell you, wher ev er this 
gos pel is  preached through out the  world, what she has done will also be 
told, in mem o ry of her.”
1
Then one of the  Twelve —  the one  called Ju das Is car i ot —  went to the  chief 
 priests and  asked, “What are you will ing to give me if I de liv er him over to 
you?” So they count ed out for him thir ty piec es of sil ver. From then on Ju das 
 watched for an op por tu ni ty to hand him over.
1
On the  first day of the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread, the dis ci ples came to 
 Jesus and  asked, “Where do you want us to make prep a ra tions for you to 
eat the Pass over?”

He re plied, “Go into the city to a cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teach-
er says: My ap point ed time is near. I am go ing to cel e brate the Pass over 
with my dis ci ples at your  house.’ ” So the dis ci ples did as  Jesus had di rect ed 
them and pre pared the Pass over.

When eve ning came,  Jesus was re clin ing at the ta ble with the  Twelve. 
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And  while they were eat ing, he said, “Tru ly I tell you, one of you will be-
tray me.”

They were very sad and be gan to say to him one af ter the oth er, “Sure ly 
you don’t mean me, Lord?”

Jesus re plied, “The one who has  dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will be tray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is writ ten  about him. But 
woe to that man who be trays the Son of Man! It  would be bet ter for him if 
he had not been born.”

Then Ju das, the one who  would be tray him, said, “Sure ly you don’t 
mean me, Rab bi?”

Jesus an swered, “You have said so.”
While they were eat ing,  Jesus took  bread, and when he had giv en 

 thanks, he  broke it and gave it to his dis ci ples, say ing, “Take and eat; this 
is my body.”

Then he took a cup, and when he had giv en  thanks, he gave it to them, 
say ing, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my  blood of the cov enant,  which 
is  poured out for many for the for give ness of sins. I tell you, I will not  drink 
from this  fruit of the vine from now on un til that day when I  drink it new 
with you in my Fa ther’s king dom.”

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the  Mount of Ol ives.
Then  Jesus told them, “This very  night you will all fall away on ac count 

of me, for it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will strike the shepherd,
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’

But af ter I have ris en, I will go  ahead of you into Gal i lee.”
Pe ter re plied, “Even if all fall away on ac count of you, I nev er will.”
“Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus an swered, “this very  night, be fore the roost er 

 crows, you will dis own me  three times.”
But Pe ter de clared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will nev er dis own 

you.” And all the oth er dis ci ples said the same.
1
Then  Jesus went with his dis ci ples to a  place  called Geth sem a ne, and he 
said to them, “Sit here  while I go over  there and pray.” He took Pe ter and 
the two sons of Zeb e dee  along with him, and he be gan to be sor row ful and 
trou bled. Then he said to them, “My soul is over whelmed with sor row to the 
 point of  death. Stay here and keep  watch with me.”

Go ing a lit tle far ther, he fell with his face to the  ground and  prayed, 
“My Fa ther, if it is pos si ble, may this cup be tak en from me. Yet not as I will, 
but as you will.”

Then he re turned to his dis ci ples and  found them sleep ing. “Couldn’t 
you men keep  watch with me for one hour?” he  asked Pe ter. “Watch and 
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pray so that you will not fall into temp ta tion. The spir it is will ing, but the 
 flesh is weak.”

He went away a sec ond time and  prayed, “My Fa ther, if it is not pos si ble 
for this cup to be tak en away un less I  drink it, may your will be done.”

When he came back, he  again  found them sleep ing, be cause  their eyes 
were  heavy. So he left them and went away once more and  prayed the  third 
time, say ing the same thing.

Then he re turned to the dis ci ples and said to them, “Are you  still sleep-
ing and rest ing? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is de liv ered 
into the  hands of sin ners. Rise! Let us go! Here  comes my be tray er!”

While he was  still speak ing, Ju das, one of the  Twelve, ar rived. With him 
was a  large  crowd  armed with  swords and  clubs, sent from the  chief  priests 
and the el ders of the peo ple. Now the be tray er had ar ranged a sig nal with 
them: “The one I kiss is the man; ar rest him.” Go ing at once to  Jesus, Ju das 
said, “Greet ings, Rab bi!” and  kissed him.

Jesus re plied, “Do what you came for, friend.”
Then the men  stepped for ward,  seized  Jesus and ar rest ed him. With 

that, one of  Jesus’ com pan ions  reached for his  sword, drew it out and  struck 
the ser vant of the high  priest, cut ting off his ear.

“Put your  sword back in its  place,”  Jesus said to him, “for all who draw 
the  sword will die by the  sword. Do you  think I can not call on my Fa ther, 
and he will at once put at my dis pos al more than  twelve le gions of an gels? 
But how then  would the Scrip tures be ful filled that say it must hap pen in 
this way?”

In that hour  Jesus said to the  crowd, “Am I lead ing a re bel lion, that you 
have come out with  swords and  clubs to cap ture me? Ev ery day I sat in the 
tem ple  courts teach ing, and you did not ar rest me. But this has all tak en 
 place that the writ ings of the proph ets  might be ful filled.” Then all the dis-
ci ples de sert ed him and fled.
1
Those who had ar rest ed  Jesus took him to Cai a phas the high  priest,  where 
the teach ers of the law and the el ders had as sem bled. But Pe ter fol lowed 
him at a dis tance,  right up to the court yard of the high  priest. He en tered 
and sat down with the  guards to see the out come.

The  chief  priests and the  whole San he drin were look ing for  false ev i-
dence  against  Jesus so that they  could put him to  death. But they did not 
find any,  though many  false wit ness es came for ward.

Fi nal ly two came for ward and de clared, “This fel low said, ‘I am able to 
de stroy the tem ple of God and re build it in  three days.’ ”

Then the high  priest  stood up and said to  Jesus, “Are you not go ing to 
an swer? What is this tes ti mo ny that  these men are bring ing  against you?” 
But  Jesus re mained si lent.
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The high  priest said to him, “I  charge you un der oath by the liv ing God: 
Tell us if you are the Mes si ah, the Son of God.”

“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied. “But I say to all of you: From now on 
you will see the Son of Man sit ting at the  right hand of the  Mighty One and 
com ing on the  clouds of heav en.”

Then the high  priest tore his  clothes and said, “He has spo ken blas phe-
my! Why do we need any more wit ness es? Look, now you have  heard the 
blas phe my. What do you think?”

“He is wor thy of  death,” they an swered.
Then they spit in his face and  struck him with  their  fists. Oth ers  slapped 

him and said, “Proph e sy to us, Mes si ah. Who hit you?”
1
Now Pe ter was sit ting out in the court yard, and a ser vant girl came to him. 
“You also were with  Jesus of Gal i lee,” she said.

But he de nied it be fore them all. “I  don’t know what  you’re talk ing 
 about,” he said.

Then he went out to the gate way,  where an oth er ser vant girl saw him 
and said to the peo ple  there, “This fel low was with  Jesus of Naz a reth.”

He de nied it  again, with an oath: “I  don’t know the man!”
Af ter a lit tle  while,  those stand ing  there went up to Pe ter and said, 

“Sure ly you are one of them; your ac cent  gives you away.”
Then he be gan to call down curs es, and he  swore to them, “I  don’t know 

the man!”
Im me di ate ly a roost er  crowed. Then Pe ter re mem bered the word  Jesus 

had spo ken: “Be fore the roost er  crows, you will dis own me  three  times.” 
And he went out side and wept bit ter ly.
1
Ear ly in the morn ing, all the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple made 
their plans how to have  Jesus ex e cuted. So they  bound him, led him away 
and hand ed him over to Pi late the gov er nor.

When Ju das, who had be trayed him, saw that  Jesus was con demned, 
he was  seized with re morse and re turned the thir ty piec es of sil ver to the 
 chief  priests and the el ders. “I have  sinned,” he said, “for I have be trayed 
in no cent blood.”

“What is that to us?” they re plied. “That’s your re spon si bil i ty.”
So Ju das  threw the mon ey into the tem ple and left. Then he went away 

and  hanged him self.
The  chief  priests  picked up the  coins and said, “It is  against the law to 

put this into the trea sury,  since it is  blood mon ey.” So they de cid ed to use 
the mon ey to buy the pot ter’s  field as a buri al  place for for eign ers. That is 
why it has been  called the  Field of  Blood to this day. Then what was spo ken 
by Jer e mi ah the proph et was ful filled: “They took the thir ty piec es of sil ver, 
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the  price set on him by the peo ple of Is ra el, and they used them to buy the 
pot ter’s  field, as the Lord com mand ed me.”
1
Mean while  Jesus  stood be fore the gov er nor, and the gov er nor  asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
When he was ac cused by the  chief  priests and the el ders, he gave no an-

swer. Then Pi late  asked him, “Don’t you hear the tes ti mo ny they are bring-
ing  against you?” But  Jesus made no re ply, not even to a sin gle  charge —  to 
the  great amaze ment of the gov er nor.

Now it was the gov er nor’s cus tom at the fes ti val to re lease a pris on er 
cho sen by the  crowd. At that time they had a well- known pris on er  whose 
name was  Jesus Bar ab bas. So when the  crowd had gath ered, Pi late  asked 
them, “Which one do you want me to re lease to you:  Jesus Bar ab bas, or 
 Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah?” For he knew it was out of self-interest that 
they had hand ed  Jesus over to him.

While Pi late was sit ting on the  judge’s seat, his wife sent him this mes-
sage: “Don’t have any thing to do with that in no cent man, for I have suf fered 
a  great deal to day in a  dream be cause of him.”

But the  chief  priests and the el ders per suad ed the  crowd to ask for Bar-
ab bas and to have  Jesus ex e cut ed.

“Which of the two do you want me to re lease to you?”  asked the gov-
er nor.

“Bar ab bas,” they an swered.
“What  shall I do, then, with  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah?” Pi late 

asked.
They all an swered, “Cru ci fy him!”
“Why? What  crime has he com mit ted?”  asked Pi late.
But they shout ed all the loud er, “Cru ci fy him!”
When Pi late saw that he was get ting no where, but that in stead an up-

roar was start ing, he took wa ter and  washed his  hands in  front of the  crowd. 
“I am in no cent of this  man’s  blood,” he said. “It is your re spon si bil i ty!”

All the peo ple an swered, “His  blood is on us and on our chil dren!”
Then he re leased Bar ab bas to them. But he had  Jesus  flogged, and 

hand ed him over to be cru ci fied.
1
Then the gov er nor’s sol diers took  Jesus into the Prae to ri um and gath ered 
the  whole com pa ny of sol diers  around him. They  stripped him and put a 
scar let robe on him, and then twist ed to geth er a  crown of  thorns and set it 
on his head. They put a  staff in his  right hand. Then they  knelt in  front of 
him and  mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, 
and took the  staff and  struck him on the head  again and  again. Af ter they 
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had  mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own  clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to cru ci fy him.

As they were go ing out, they met a man from Cy re ne,  named Si mon, 
and they  forced him to car ry the  cross. They came to a  place  called Gol go-
tha (which  means “the  place of the  skull”). There they of fered  Jesus wine 
to  drink,  mixed with gall; but af ter tast ing it, he re fused to  drink it. When 
they had cru ci fied him, they di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots. And sit-
ting down, they kept  watch over him  there. Above his head they  placed the 
writ ten  charge  against him: !"#$ #$  %&$'$, !"& (#)* +, !"& %&-$.

Two reb els were cru ci fied with him, one on his  right and one on his 
left. Those who  passed by  hurled in sults at him, shak ing  their  heads and 
say ing, “You who are go ing to de stroy the tem ple and  build it in  three days, 
save your self ! Come down from the  cross, if you are the Son of God!” In the 
same way the  chief  priests, the teach ers of the law and the el ders  mocked 
him. “He  saved oth ers,” they said, “but he  can’t save him self ! He’s the king 
of Is ra el! Let him come down now from the  cross, and we will be lieve in 
him. He  trusts in God. Let God res cue him now if he  wants him, for he said, 
‘I am the Son of God.’ ” In the same way the reb els who were cru ci fied with 
him also  heaped in sults on him.

From noon un til  three in the af ter noon dark ness came over all the 
land. About  three in the af ter noon  Jesus  cried out in a loud  voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sa bach tha ni?” (which  means “My God, my God, why have you for sak-
en me?”).

When some of  those stand ing  there  heard this, they said, “He’s call ing 
Eli jah.”

Im me di ate ly one of them ran and got a  sponge. He  filled it with wine 
vin egar, put it on a  staff, and of fered it to  Jesus to  drink. The rest said, “Now 
 leave him  alone.  Let’s see if Eli jah  comes to save him.”

And when  Jesus had  cried out  again in a loud  voice, he gave up his 
spir it.

At that mo ment the cur tain of the tem ple was torn in two from top to 
bot tom. The  earth  shook, the  rocks  split and the  tombs  broke open. The 
bod ies of many holy peo ple who had died were  raised to life. They came 
out of the  tombs af ter  Jesus’ res ur rec tion and went into the holy city and 
ap peared to many peo ple.

When the cen tu ri on and  those with him who were guard ing  Jesus saw 
the earth quake and all that had hap pened, they were ter ri fied, and ex-
claimed, “Sure ly he was the Son of God!”
1
Many wom en were  there, watch ing from a dis tance. They had fol lowed 
 Jesus from Gal i lee to care for his  needs. Among them were Mary Mag da-
lene, Mary the moth er of  James and Jo seph, and the moth er of Zeb e dee’s 
sons.
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As eve ning ap proached,  there came a rich man from Ar i ma thea, 
 named Jo seph, who had him self be come a dis ci ple of  Jesus. Go ing to Pi-
late, he  asked for  Jesus’ body, and Pi late or dered that it be giv en to him. 
Jo seph took the body,  wrapped it in a  clean lin en  cloth, and  placed it in his 
own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He  rolled a big  stone in  front 
of the en trance to the tomb and went away. Mary Mag da lene and the oth er 
Mary were sit ting  there op po site the tomb.
1
The next day, the one af ter Prep a ra tion Day, the  chief  priests and the Phar-
i sees went to Pi late. “Sir,” they said, “we re mem ber that  while he was  still 
 alive that de ceiv er said, ‘Af ter  three days I will rise  again.’ So give the or der 
for the tomb to be made se cure un til the  third day. Oth er wise, his dis ci ples 
may come and  steal the body and tell the peo ple that he has been  raised 
from the dead. This last de cep tion will be  worse than the first.”

“Take a  guard,” Pi late an swered. “Go, make the tomb as se cure as you 
know how.” So they went and made the tomb se cure by put ting a seal on 
the  stone and post ing the guard.
1
Af ter the Sab bath, at dawn on the  first day of the week, Mary Mag da lene 
and the oth er Mary went to look at the tomb.

There was a vi o lent earth quake, for an an gel of the Lord came down 
from heav en and, go ing to the tomb,  rolled back the  stone and sat on it. His 
ap pear ance was like light ning, and his  clothes were  white as snow. The 
 guards were so  afraid of him that they  shook and be came like dead men.

The an gel said to the wom en, “Do not be  afraid, for I know that you are 
look ing for  Jesus, who was cru ci fied. He is not here; he has ris en, just as he 
said. Come and see the  place  where he lay. Then go quick ly and tell his dis-
ci ples: ‘He has ris en from the dead and is go ing  ahead of you into Gal i lee. 
 There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

So the wom en hur ried away from the tomb,  afraid yet  filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his dis ci ples. Sud den ly  Jesus met them. “Greet ings,” he said. 
They came to him,  clasped his feet and wor shiped him. Then  Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be  afraid. Go and tell my broth ers to go to Gal i lee;  there they 
will see me.”
1
While the wom en were on  their way, some of the  guards went into the city 
and re port ed to the  chief  priests ev ery thing that had hap pened. When the 
 chief  priests had met with the el ders and de vised a plan, they gave the sol-
diers a  large sum of mon ey, tell ing them, “You are to say, ‘His dis ci ples came 
dur ing the  night and  stole him away  while we were  asleep.’ If this re port 
gets to the gov er nor, we will sat is fy him and keep you out of trou ble.” So the 
sol diers took the mon ey and did as they were in struct ed. And this sto ry has 
been wide ly cir cu lat ed  among the Jews to this very day.
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1
Then the elev en dis ci ples went to Gal i lee, to the moun tain  where  Jesus had 
told them to go. When they saw him, they wor shiped him; but some doubt-
ed. Then  Jesus came to them and said, “All au thor i ty in heav en and on  earth 
has been giv en to me. There fore go and make dis ci ples of all na tions, bap-
tiz ing them in the name of the Fa ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spir it, 
and teach ing them to obey ev ery thing I have com mand ed you. And sure ly 
I am with you al ways, to the very end of the age.”
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