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   INVITATION TO
   PHILIPPIANS

On his second journey to bring the good news about Jesus to the people of the Roman 
empire, the apostle Paul helped establish a community of Jesus-followers in the city 
of Philippi (see pp. 81–83). The people of that community became his friends and 
supporters for the rest of his life. When they heard he’d been taken to Rome as a 
prisoner, they collected money to assist him and sent it with one of their members, a 
man named Epaphroditus, who stayed in Rome to help take care of Paul.
 Unfortunately, Epaphroditus became very sick and nearly died. When he recovered, 
Paul decided to send him back to Philippi because he knew how concerned his friends 
were for him. Paul sent a letter with Epaphroditus to thank the Philippians for the 
friendship and support they’d always shown him, and particularly on this occasion. 
 In his letter, Paul also offers some challenges and encouragement. He knows that 
the Philippians are experiencing a lot of opposition, just as he is, so he appeals to his 
own life as an example of how they should respond. He reports that throughout the 
whole palace guard—that is, right in the center of Caesar’s realm—he’s been able 
to make the royal announcement boldly that Jesus is Lord. Paul’s desire is that the 
Philippians will be encouraged, like most of the brothers and sisters around him, to 

fear.
 Paul also knows that some people in the community at Philippi are having trouble 
getting along, so he urges them to 
for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 
you. Composing or quoting an amazing song of praise right in the middle of his letter, 
Paul urges the Philippians to have the same servant attitude that Jesus had. Jesus didn’t 
use his high position for his own advantage, but humbled himself even to the point of 
death—all for the sake of others. This is the new way of life in God’s kingdom.
 Paul reminds the Philippians that they don’t need to be circumcised, as some 
people were apparently teaching they did, and he warns them that they shouldn’t 
live like those who are controlled by their desires. All of these themes are interwoven 
throughout the letter, which doesn’t develop systematically the way some of Paul’s 

 The dominant note in this letter is joy. Even though Paul is a prisoner, and even 
though he and his friends are experiencing strong opposition, he’s rejoicing. So he 
urges the Philippians to rejoice, too, in the partnership they have in helping others 

citizenship is in God’s realm, Paul says, and so we eagerly await the Savior’s return to 
us. Then he will transform our lowly bodies to become like his glorious resurrected 
body. 



1:1–1:15

|  P H I L I P P I A N S  |

P aul and Tim o thy, ser vants of  Christ  Jesus,
1

To all  God’s holy peo ple in  Christ  Jesus at Phi lip pi, to geth er with the over-
seers and dea cons:
1
Grace and  peace to you from God our Fa ther and the Lord  Jesus Christ.
3
3
3

I   thank my God ev ery time I re mem ber you. In all my  prayers for all of you, 
I al ways pray with joy be cause of your part ner ship in the gos pel from the 

 first day un til now, be ing con fi dent of this, that he who be gan a good work 
in you will car ry it on to com ple tion un til the day of  Christ  Jesus.

It is  right for me to feel this way  about all of you,  since I have you in my 
 heart and, wheth er I am in  chains or de fend ing and con firm ing the gos pel, 
all of you  share in  God’s  grace with me. God can tes ti fy how I long for all of 
you with the af fec tion of  Christ  Jesus.

And this is my  prayer: that your love may  abound more and more in 
knowl edge and  depth of in sight, so that you may be able to dis cern what 
is best and may be pure and blame less for the day of  Christ, filled with the 
 fruit of righ teous ness that  comes  through  Jesus  Christ —  to the glo ry and 
 praise of God.
2
2
Now I want you to know, broth ers and sis ters, that what has hap pened to me 
has ac tu al ly  served to ad vance the gos pel. As a re sult, it has be come  clear 
through out the  whole pal ace  guard and to ev ery one else that I am in  chains 
for  Christ. And be cause of my  chains, most of the broth ers and sis ters have 
be come con fi dent in the Lord and dare all the more to pro claim the gos pel 
with out fear.

It is true that some  preach  Christ out of envy and ri val ry, but oth ers 
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out of good will. The lat ter do so out of love, know ing that I am put here for 
the de fense of the gos pel. The for mer  preach  Christ out of self ish am bi tion, 
not sin cere ly, sup pos ing that they can stir up trou ble for me  while I am in 
 chains. But what does it mat ter? The im por tant  thing is that in ev ery way, 
wheth er from  false mo tives or true,  Christ is  preached. And be cause of this 
I re joice.

Yes, and I will con tin ue to re joice, for I know that  through your  prayers 
and  God’s pro vi sion of the Spir it of  Jesus  Christ what has hap pened to me 
will turn out for my de liv er ance. I ea ger ly ex pect and hope that I will in no 
way be  ashamed, but will have suf fi cient cour age so that now as al ways 
 Christ will be ex alt ed in my body, wheth er by life or by  death. For to me, to 
live is  Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on liv ing in the body, this will 
mean fruit ful la bor for me. Yet what  shall I  choose? I do not know! I am torn 
be tween the two: I de sire to de part and be with  Christ,  which is bet ter by 
far; but it is more nec es sary for you that I re main in the body. Con vinced of 
this, I know that I will re main, and I will con tin ue with all of you for your 
prog ress and joy in the  faith, so that  through my be ing with you  again your 
boast ing in  Christ  Jesus will  abound on ac count of me.

What ev er hap pens, con duct your selves in a man ner wor thy of the gos-
pel of  Christ. Then, wheth er I come and see you or only hear  about you in 
my ab sence, I will know that you  stand firm in the one Spir it, striv ing to-
geth er as one for the  faith of the gos pel with out be ing fright ened in any way 
by  those who op pose you. This is a sign to them that they will be de stroyed, 
but that you will be  saved —  and that by God. For it has been grant ed to you 
on be half of  Christ not only to be lieve in him, but also to suf fer for him, 
since you are go ing  through the same strug gle you saw I had, and now hear 
that I  still have.
2
2
There fore if you have any en cour age ment from be ing unit ed with  Christ, if 
any com fort from his love, if any com mon shar ing in the Spir it, if any ten-
der ness and com pas sion, then make my joy com plete by be ing like-mind-
ed, hav ing the same love, be ing one in spir it and of one mind. Do noth ing 
out of self ish am bi tion or vain con ceit. Rath er, in hu mil i ty val ue oth ers 
 above your selves, not look ing to your own in ter ests but each of you to the 
in ter ests of the oth ers.

In your re la tion ships with one an oth er, have the same mind set as 
 Christ  Jesus:

  Who, being in very nature God,
  did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 

own advantage;
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  rather, he made himself nothing
  by taking the very nature of a servant,
  being made in human likeness.
  And being found in appearance as a man,
  he humbled himself
  by becoming obedient to death —  
  even death on a cross!

  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
  and gave him the name that is above every name,
  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
  and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

There fore, my dear  friends, as you have al ways  obeyed —  not only in 
my pres ence, but now much more in my ab sence —  con tin ue to work out 
your sal va tion with fear and trem bling, for it is God who  works in you to will 
and to act in or der to ful fill his good pur pose.

Do ev ery thing with out grum bling or ar gu ing, so that you may be come 
blame less and pure, “chil dren of God with out  fault in a  warped and crook-
ed gen er a tion.” Then you will  shine  among them like  stars in the sky as you 
hold firm ly to the word of life. And then I will be able to  boast on the day of 
 Christ that I did not run or la bor in vain. But even if I am be ing  poured out 
like a  drink of fer ing on the sac ri fice and ser vice com ing from your  faith, I 
am glad and re joice with all of you. So you too  should be glad and re joice 
with me.
1
I hope in the Lord  Jesus to send Tim o thy to you soon, that I also may be 
 cheered when I re ceive news  about you. I have no one else like him, who 
will show gen u ine con cern for your wel fare. For ev ery one  looks out for  their 
own in ter ests, not  those of  Jesus  Christ. But you know that Tim o thy has 
 proved him self, be cause as a son with his fa ther he has  served with me in 
the work of the gos pel. I hope, there fore, to send him as soon as I see how 
 things go with me. And I am con fi dent in the Lord that I my self will come 
soon.

But I  think it is nec es sary to send back to you Epaph ro di tus, my broth-
er, co-work er and fel low sol dier, who is also your mes sen ger, whom you 
sent to take care of my  needs. For he  longs for all of you and is dis tressed 
be cause you  heard he was ill. In deed he was ill, and al most died. But God 
had mer cy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to  spare me sor row 
upon sor row. There fore I am all the more ea ger to send him, so that when 
you see him  again you may be glad and I may have less anx i ety. So then, 
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wel come him in the Lord with  great joy, and hon or peo ple like him, be cause 
he al most died for the work of  Christ. He  risked his life to make up for the 
help you your selves  could not give me.
1
Fur ther, my broth ers and sis ters, re joice in the Lord! It is no trou ble for me 
to  write the same  things to you  again, and it is a safe guard for you. Watch 
out for  those dogs,  those evil do ers,  those mu ti la tors of the  flesh. For it is 
we who are the cir cum ci sion, we who  serve God by his Spir it, who  boast in 
 Christ  Jesus, and who put no con fi dence in the  flesh — though I my self have 
rea sons for such con fi dence.

If some one else  thinks they have rea sons to put con fi dence in the  flesh, 
I have more: cir cum cised on the  eighth day, of the peo ple of Is ra el, of the 
 tribe of Ben ja min, a He brew of He brews; in re gard to the law, a Phar i see; 
as for zeal, per se cut ing the  church; as for righ teous ness  based on the law, 
fault less.

But what ev er were  gains to me I now con sid er loss for the sake of  Christ. 
What is more, I con sid er ev ery thing a loss be cause of the sur pass ing  worth 
of know ing  Christ  Jesus my Lord, for  whose sake I have lost all  things. I 
con sid er them gar bage, that I may gain  Christ and be  found in him, not 
hav ing a righ teous ness of my own that  comes from the law, but that  which 
is  through  faith in  Christ —  the righ teous ness that  comes from God on the 
ba sis of  faith. I want to know  Christ —  yes, to know the pow er of his res ur-
rec tion and par tic i pa tion in his suf fer ings, be com ing like him in his  death, 
and so, some how, at tain ing to the res ur rec tion from the dead.

Not that I have al ready ob tained all this, or have al ready ar rived at my 
goal, but I  press on to take hold of that for  which  Christ  Jesus took hold of 
me. Broth ers and sis ters, I do not con sid er my self yet to have tak en hold of 
it. But one  thing I do: For get ting what is be hind and strain ing to ward what 
is  ahead, I  press on to ward the goal to win the  prize for  which God has 
 called me heav en ward in  Christ  Jesus.

All of us, then, who are ma ture  should take such a view of  things. And 
if on some  point you  think dif fer ent ly, that too God will make  clear to you. 
Only let us live up to what we have al ready at tained.
1
Join to geth er in fol low ing my ex am ple, broth ers and sis ters, and just as you 
have us as a mod el, keep your eyes on  those who live as we do. For, as I have 
of ten told you be fore and now tell you  again even with  tears, many live as 
en e mies of the  cross of  Christ. Their des ti ny is de struc tion,  their god is  their 
stom ach, and  their glo ry is in  their  shame.  Their mind is set on earth ly 
 things. But our cit i zen ship is in heav en. And we ea ger ly  await a Sav ior from 
 there, the Lord  Jesus  Christ, who, by the pow er that en ables him to  bring 
ev ery thing un der his con trol, will trans form our low ly bod ies so that they 
will be like his glo ri ous body.
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1
There fore, my broth ers and sis ters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and 
 crown,  stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

I  plead with Eu o dia and I  plead with Syn ty che to be of the same mind 
in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my true com pan ion, help  these wom en  since 
they have con tend ed at my side in the  cause of the gos pel,  along with Clem-
ent and the rest of my co-work ers,  whose  names are in the book of life.

Re joice in the Lord al ways. I will say it  again: Re joice! Let your gen tle-
ness be ev i dent to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anx ious  about any thing, 
but in ev ery sit u a tion, by  prayer and pe ti tion, with thanks giv ing, pre sent 
your re quests to God. And the  peace of God,  which tran scends all un der-
stand ing, will  guard your  hearts and your  minds in  Christ  Jesus.

Fi nal ly, broth ers and sis ters, what ev er is true, what ev er is no ble, what-
ev er is  right, what ev er is pure, what ev er is love ly, what ev er is ad mi ra ble —  if 
any thing is ex cel lent or praise wor thy —   think  about such  things. What ev er 
you have  learned or re ceived or  heard from me, or seen in me —  put it into 
prac tice. And the God of  peace will be with you.
1
I re joiced great ly in the Lord that at last you re newed your con cern for me. 
In deed, you were con cerned, but you had no op por tu ni ty to show it. I am 
not say ing this be cause I am in need, for I have  learned to be con tent what-
ev er the cir cum stanc es. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it 
is to have plen ty. I have  learned the se cret of be ing con tent in any and ev ery 
sit u a tion, wheth er well fed or hun gry, wheth er liv ing in plen ty or in want. I 
can do all this  through him who  gives me strength.

Yet it was good of you to  share in my trou bles. More over, as you Phi lip-
pi ans know, in the ear ly days of your ac quain tance with the gos pel, when 
I set out from Mac e do nia, not one  church  shared with me in the mat ter of 
giv ing and re ceiv ing, ex cept you only; for even when I was in Thes sa lo ni ca, 
you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. Not that I de sire your 
 gifts; what I de sire is that more be cred it ed to your ac count. I have re ceived 
full pay ment and have more than  enough. I am am ply sup plied, now that 
I have re ceived from Epaph ro di tus the  gifts you sent. They are a fra grant 
of fer ing, an ac cept able sac ri fice, pleas ing to God. And my God will meet all 
your  needs ac cord ing to the rich es of his glo ry in  Christ  Jesus.

To our God and Fa ther be glo ry for ever and ever. Amen.
3
3
3

G reet all  God’s peo ple in  Christ  Jesus. The broth ers and sis ters who are 
with me send greet ings. All God’s peo ple here send you greet ings, es-

pe cial ly  those who be long to Cae sar’s house hold.
The  grace of the Lord  Jesus  Christ be with your spir it. Amen.
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   INVITATION TO
   1 TIMOTHY

After being held prisoner in Rome for at least two years, the apostle Paul was released. 
He continued his work of bringing the good news about Jesus to new places and 
guiding and strengthening the communities he’d founded. 
 A particular challenge awaited him in the city of Ephesus, where he’d lived for 
two years and helped start a strong community of Jesus-followers. Just before his 
arrest and imprisonment, while he was on his way to Jerusalem with the offering 
for the poor, Paul had a sense that some of the leaders in Ephesus would distort the 
genuine message they’d heard, to try to get rich and win personal followings. So he 
arranged a special meeting to warn them about this (see pp. 88–89). After he was 
released from prison, Paul discovered that some of these leaders had done just what 
he’d anticipated. They’d misapplied some Jewish practices and borrowed others from 
the philosophies of the day to create a regimen they expected believers to follow to 
supplement their faith in Jesus. Like those who opposed Paul in other places, they 
didn’t allow certain foods, forbade marriage and stressed controversial speculations 
as the means to spiritual progress. At the same time, they were tolerant of immoral 
behavior. It appears their teaching was being spread particularly by younger widows, 
who had lots of energy and free time because they were being supported by the 
church.
 Paul was apparently only able to make a brief visit to Ephesus after his release 
before traveling to Macedonia on other business. He couldn’t address the problems 
he’d discovered by writing directly to the leaders in Ephesus, since many of them were 
now unsympathetic to his message and questioning his authority. So Paul left his co-
worker Timothy in Ephesus and wrote him a letter that he hoped would give him the 

in person. While the letter is addressed to Timothy, it’s clear that Paul expected him to 
share much of it with the community.
 Paul begins by restating why he’s left Timothy in Ephesus. He defends his own 
apostleship in the process. He states that he’s deposed two of the community’s leaders, 
Hymenaeus and Alexander, because they’ve departed from the genuine teaching about 
Jesus. He urges the community to respect those in authority and strive for peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness—the opposite of the moral and social chaos 
the upstart leaders have created.
 Paul explains what kind of people the community should have as its leaders, so 

shows how to avoid the problem of younger widows going about from house to house 

ones should remarry and devote themselves to family life. Paul includes a special 
warning toward the end of the letter about the dangers of greed, which seems to be 
behind much of the trouble in Ephesus.
 His letter alternates between instruction that’s directed primarily at the community 
and some very personal words to Timothy (for example, Don’t let anyone look down 



on you because you are young). It’s likely that Timothy read much of the letter out 

Christ Jesus—that is, Messiah Jesus—

220 | Invitation to 1 Timothy  



1:1–1:14

|  1  T I M O T H Y  |

P aul, an apos tle of  Christ  Jesus by the com mand of God our Sav ior and 
of  Christ  Jesus our hope,

1
To Tim o thy my true son in the faith:
1
Grace, mer cy and  peace from God the Fa ther and  Christ  Jesus our Lord.
2
2

A s I  urged you when I went into Mac e do nia, stay  there in Eph e sus so 
that you may com mand cer tain peo ple not to  teach  false doc trines 

any lon ger or to de vote them selves to  myths and end less ge ne al o gies. Such 
 things pro mote con tro ver sial spec u la tions rath er than ad vanc ing  God’s 
work —   which is by  faith. The goal of this com mand is love,  which  comes 
from a pure  heart and a good con science and a sin cere  faith. Some have 
de part ed from  these and have  turned to mean ing less talk. They want to 
be teach ers of the law, but they do not know what they are talk ing  about or 
what they so con fi dent ly af firm.

We know that the law is good if one uses it prop er ly. We also know that 
the law is made not for the righ teous but for law break ers and reb els, the un-
god ly and sin ful, the un ho ly and ir re li gious, for  those who kill  their fa thers 
or moth ers, for mur der ers, for the sex u al ly im mor al, for  those prac tic ing 
ho mo sex u al ity, for  slave trad ers and li ars and per jur ers —  and for what ev er 
else is con trary to the  sound doc trine that con forms to the gos pel con cern-
ing the glo ry of the  blessed God,  which he en trust ed to me.
1
I  thank  Christ  Jesus our Lord, who has giv en me  strength, that he con sid-
ered me trust wor thy, ap point ing me to his ser vice. Even  though I was once 
a blas phem er and a per se cu tor and a vi o lent man, I was  shown mer cy be-
cause I act ed in ig no rance and un be lief. The  grace of our Lord was  poured 
out on me abun dant ly,  along with the  faith and love that are in  Christ 
 Jesus.
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Here is a trust wor thy say ing that de serves full ac cep tance:  Christ 
 Jesus came into the  world to save sin ners —  of whom I am the  worst. But 
for that very rea son I was  shown mer cy so that in me, the  worst of sin ners, 
 Christ  Jesus  might dis play his im mense pa tience as an ex am ple for  those 
who  would be lieve in him and re ceive eter nal life. Now to the King eter nal, 
im mor tal, in vis i ble, the only God, be hon or and glo ry for ever and ever. 
Amen.
1
Tim o thy, my son, I am giv ing you this com mand in keep ing with the proph-
e cies once made  about you, so that by re call ing them you may  fight the 
bat tle well, hold ing on to  faith and a good con science, which some have 
re ject ed and so have suf fered ship wreck with re gard to the  faith. Among 
them are Hy me nae us and Al ex an der, whom I have hand ed over to Sa tan to 
be  taught not to blas pheme.
1
I urge, then,  first of all, that pe ti tions,  prayers, in ter ces sion and thanks giv-
ing be made for all peo ple — for  kings and all  those in au thor i ty, that we 
may live peace ful and qui et  lives in all god li ness and ho li ness. This is good, 
and pleas es God our Sav ior, who  wants all peo ple to be  saved and to come 
to a knowl edge of the  truth. For  there is one God and one me di a tor be tween 
God and man kind, the man  Christ  Jesus, who gave him self as a ran som for 
all peo ple. This has now been wit nessed to at the prop er time. And for this 
pur pose I was ap point ed a her ald and an apos tle —  I am tell ing the  truth, I 
am not ly ing —  and a true and faith ful teach er of the Gen tiles.

There fore I want the men ev ery where to pray, lift ing up holy  hands 
with out an ger or dis put ing. I also want the wom en to  dress mod est ly, with 
de cen cy and pro pri ety, adorn ing them selves, not with elab o rate hair styles 
or gold or  pearls or ex pen sive  clothes, but with good  deeds, ap pro pri ate for 
wom en who pro fess to wor ship God.

A wom an  should  learn in qui et ness and full sub mis sion. I do not per-
mit a wom an to  teach or to as sume au thor i ty over a man; she must be qui et. 
For Adam was  formed  first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one de ceived; 
it was the wom an who was de ceived and be came a sin ner. But wom en will 
be  saved  through child bear ing —  if they con tin ue in  faith, love and ho li ness 
with pro pri ety.
1
Here is a trust wor thy say ing: Who ev er as pires to be an over seer de sires a 
no ble task. Now the over seer is to be  above re proach, faith ful to his wife, 
tem per ate, self-con trolled, re spect able, hos pi ta ble, able to  teach, not giv-
en to drunk en ness, not vi o lent but gen tle, not quar rel some, not a lov er of 
mon ey. He must man age his own fam i ly well and see that his chil dren obey 
him, and he must do so in a man ner wor thy of full re spect. (If any one does 
not know how to man age his own fam i ly, how can he take care of  God’s 
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 church?) He must not be a re cent con vert, or he may be come con ceit ed and 
fall un der the same judg ment as the dev il. He must also have a good rep-
u ta tion with out sid ers, so that he will not fall into dis grace and into the 
dev il’s trap.

In the same way, dea cons are to be wor thy of re spect, sin cere, not in-
dulg ing in much wine, and not pur su ing dis hon est gain. They must keep 
hold of the deep  truths of the  faith with a  clear con science. They must  first 
be test ed; and then if  there is noth ing  against them, let them  serve as dea-
cons.

In the same way, the wom en are to be wor thy of re spect, not ma li cious 
talk ers but tem per ate and trust wor thy in ev ery thing.

A dea con must be faith ful to his wife and must man age his chil dren 
and his house hold well. Those who have  served well gain an ex cel lent 
stand ing and  great as sur ance in  their  faith in  Christ  Jesus.
1
Al though I hope to come to you soon, I am writ ing you  these in struc tions 
so that, if I am de layed, you will know how peo ple  ought to con duct them-
selves in  God’s house hold,  which is the  church of the liv ing God, the pil lar 
and foun da tion of the  truth. Be yond all ques tion, the mys tery from  which 
true god li ness  springs is great:

  He appeared in the flesh,
  was vindicated by the Spirit,
  was seen by angels,
  was preached among the nations,
  was believed on in the world,
  was taken up in glory.

The Spir it clear ly says that in lat er  times some will aban don the  faith 
and fol low de ceiv ing spir its and  things  taught by de mons. Such teach ings 
come  through hyp o crit i cal li ars,  whose con scienc es have been  seared as 
with a hot iron. They for bid peo ple to mar ry and or der them to ab stain from 
cer tain  foods,  which God cre at ed to be re ceived with thanks giv ing by  those 
who be lieve and who know the  truth. For ev ery thing God cre at ed is good, 
and noth ing is to be re ject ed if it is re ceived with thanks giv ing, be cause it 
is con se crat ed by the word of God and prayer.

If you  point  these  things out to the broth ers and sis ters, you will be a 
good min is ter of  Christ  Jesus, nour ished on the  truths of the  faith and of 
the good teach ing that you have fol lowed. Have noth ing to do with god less 
 myths and old  wives’  tales; rath er,  train your self to be god ly. For phys i cal 
train ing is of some val ue, but god li ness has val ue for all  things, hold ing 
prom ise for both the pres ent life and the life to come. This is a trust wor thy 
say ing that de serves full ac cep tance. That is why we la bor and  strive, be-
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cause we have put our hope in the liv ing God, who is the Sav ior of all peo-
ple, and es pe cial ly of  those who be lieve.
1
Com mand and  teach  these  things. Don’t let any one look down on you be-
cause you are  young, but set an ex am ple for the be liev ers in  speech, in 
con duct, in love, in  faith and in pu ri ty. Un til I come, de vote your self to the 
pub lic read ing of Scrip ture, to preach ing and to teach ing. Do not ne glect 
your gift,  which was giv en you  through proph e cy when the body of el ders 
laid  their  hands on you.

Be dil i gent in  these mat ters; give your self whol ly to them, so that ev ery-
one may see your prog ress. Watch your life and doc trine close ly. Per se vere 
in them, be cause if you do, you will save both your self and your hear ers.
1
Do not re buke an old er man harsh ly, but ex hort him as if he were your fa-
ther.  Treat youn ger men as broth ers, old er wom en as moth ers, and youn ger 
wom en as sis ters, with ab so lute pu ri ty.
1
Give prop er rec og ni tion to  those wid ows who are real ly in need. But if a 
wid ow has chil dren or grand chil dren,  these  should  learn  first of all to put 
 their re li gion into prac tice by car ing for  their own fam i ly and so re pay ing 
 their par ents and grand par ents, for this is pleas ing to God. The wid ow who 
is real ly in need and left all  alone puts her hope in God and con tin ues  night 
and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the wid ow who  lives for plea-
sure is dead even  while she  lives. Give the peo ple  these in struc tions, so 
that no one may be open to  blame. Any one who does not pro vide for  their 
rel a tives, and es pe cial ly for  their own house hold, has de nied the  faith and 
is  worse than an un be liev er.

No wid ow may be put on the list of wid ows un less she is over six ty, has 
been faith ful to her hus band, and is well  known for her good  deeds, such 
as bring ing up chil dren, show ing hos pi tal i ty, wash ing the feet of the  Lord’s 
peo ple, help ing  those in trou ble and de vot ing her self to all  kinds of good 
deeds.

As for youn ger wid ows, do not put them on such a list. For when  their 
sen su al de sires over come  their ded i ca tion to  Christ, they want to mar ry. 
Thus they  bring judg ment on them selves, be cause they have bro ken  their 
 first  pledge. Be sides, they get into the hab it of be ing idle and go ing  about 
from  house to  house. And not only do they be come  idlers, but also busy-
bod ies who talk non sense, say ing  things they  ought not to. So I coun sel 
youn ger wid ows to mar ry, to have chil dren, to man age  their  homes and 
to give the en e my no op por tu ni ty for slan der. Some have in fact al ready 
 turned away to fol low Sa tan.

If any wom an who is a be liev er has wid ows in her care, she  should con-
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tin ue to help them and not let the  church be bur dened with them, so that 
the  church can help  those wid ows who are real ly in need.
1
The el ders who di rect the af fairs of the  church well are wor thy of dou ble 
hon or, es pe cial ly  those  whose work is preach ing and teach ing. For Scrip-
ture says, “Do not muz zle an ox  while it is tread ing out the  grain,” and “The 
work er de serves his wag es.” Do not en ter tain an ac cu sa tion  against an el-
der un less it is  brought by two or  three wit ness es. But  those el ders who are 
sin ning you are to re prove be fore ev ery one, so that the oth ers may take 
warn ing. I  charge you, in the  sight of God and  Christ  Jesus and the  elect 
an gels, to keep  these in struc tions with out par tial i ty, and to do noth ing out 
of fa vor it ism.
1
Do not be  hasty in the lay ing on of  hands, and do not  share in the sins of 
oth ers. Keep your self pure.
1
Stop drink ing only wa ter, and use a lit tle wine be cause of your stom ach and 
your fre quent ill ness es.
1
The sins of some are ob vi ous, reach ing the  place of judg ment  ahead of them; 
the sins of oth ers  trail be hind them. In the same way, good  deeds are ob vi-
ous, and even  those that are not ob vi ous can not re main hid den for ev er.
1
All who are un der the yoke of slav ery  should con sid er  their mas ters wor thy 
of full re spect, so that  God’s name and our teach ing may not be slan dered. 
Those who have be liev ing mas ters  should not show them dis re spect just 
be cause they are fel low be liev ers. In stead, they  should  serve them even 
bet ter be cause  their mas ters are dear to them as fel low be liev ers and are 
de vot ed to the wel fare of  their  slaves.
1
These are the  things you are to  teach and in sist on. If any one teach es oth-
er wise and does not  agree to the  sound in struc tion of our Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and to god ly teach ing, they are con ceit ed and un der stand noth ing. They 
have an un healthy in ter est in con tro ver sies and quar rels  about  words that 
re sult in envy,  strife, ma li cious talk, evil sus pi cions and con stant fric tion 
be tween peo ple of cor rupt mind, who have been  robbed of the  truth and 
who  think that god li ness is a  means to fi nan cial gain.

But god li ness with con tent ment is  great gain. For we  brought noth-
ing into the  world, and we can take noth ing out of it. But if we have food 
and cloth ing, we will be con tent with that. Those who want to get rich fall 
into temp ta tion and a trap and into many fool ish and harm ful de sires that 
 plunge peo ple into ruin and de struc tion. For the love of mon ey is a root of 
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all  kinds of evil. Some peo ple, ea ger for mon ey, have wan dered from the 
 faith and  pierced them selves with many griefs.
1
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pur sue righ teous ness, god li-
ness,  faith, love, en dur ance and gen tle ness. Fight the good  fight of the  faith. 
Take hold of the eter nal life to  which you were  called when you made your 
good con fes sion in the pres ence of many wit ness es. In the  sight of God, 
who  gives life to ev ery thing, and of  Christ  Jesus, who  while tes ti fy ing be fore 
Pon tius Pi late made the good con fes sion, I  charge you to keep this com-
mand with out spot or  blame un til the ap pear ing of our Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
which God will  bring  about in his own time —  God, the  blessed and only 
Rul er, the King of  kings and Lord of  lords, who  alone is im mor tal and who 
 lives in un ap proach able  light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be 
hon or and  might for ev er. Amen.
1
Com mand  those who are rich in this pres ent  world not to be ar ro gant nor 
to put  their hope in  wealth,  which is so un cer tain, but to put  their hope 
in God, who rich ly pro vides us with ev ery thing for our en joy ment. Com-
mand them to do good, to be rich in good  deeds, and to be gen er ous and 
will ing to  share. In this way they will lay up trea sure for them selves as a 
firm foun da tion for the com ing age, so that they may take hold of the life 
that is tru ly life.
2
2

T im o thy,  guard what has been en trust ed to your care. Turn away from 
god less chat ter and the op pos ing  ideas of what is false ly  called knowl-

edge, which some have pro fessed and in so do ing have de part ed from the 
faith.

Grace be with you all.
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