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  Romans | 177

8:28–9:9

Spir it, be cause the Spir it in ter cedes for  God’s peo ple in ac cor dance with 
the will of God.

And we know that in all  things God  works for the good of  those who 
love him, who have been  called ac cord ing to his pur pose. For  those God 
fore knew he also pre des tined to be con formed to the im age of his Son, that 
he  might be the first born  among many broth ers and sis ters. And  those he 
pre des tined, he also  called;  those he  called, he also jus ti fied;  those he jus-
ti fied, he also glo ri fied.
1
What, then,  shall we say in re sponse to  these  things? If God is for us, 
who can be  against us? He who did not  spare his own Son, but gave him 
up for us all —  how will he not also,  along with him, gra cious ly give us 
all  things? Who will  bring any  charge  against  those whom God has cho-
sen? It is God who jus ti fies. Who then is the one who con demns? No one. 
 Christ  Jesus who died —  more than that, who was  raised to life —  is at the 
 right hand of God and is also in ter ced ing for us. Who  shall sep a rate us 
from the love of  Christ?  Shall trou ble or hard ship or per se cu tion or fam-
ine or na ked ness or dan ger or  sword? As it is writ ten:

  “For your sake we face death all day long;
  we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all  these  things we are more than con quer ors  through him who  loved 
us. For I am con vinced that nei ther  death nor life, nei ther an gels nor de-
mons, nei ther the pres ent nor the fu ture, nor any pow ers, nei ther  height nor 
 depth, nor any thing else in all cre a tion, will be able to sep a rate us from the 
love of God that is in  Christ  Jesus our Lord.
1
I  speak the  truth in  Christ —  I am not ly ing, my con science con firms it 
 through the Holy Spir it — I have  great sor row and un ceas ing an guish in 
my  heart. For I  could wish that I my self were  cursed and cut off from  Christ 
for the sake of my peo ple,  those of my own race, the peo ple of Is ra el.  Theirs 
is the adop tion to son ship;  theirs the di vine glo ry, the cov enants, the re ceiv-
ing of the law, the tem ple wor ship and the prom is es. Theirs are the pa tri-
archs, and from them is  traced the hu man an ces try of the Mes si ah, who is 
God over all, for ev er  praised! Amen.

It is not as  though  God’s word had  failed. For not all who are de scend-
ed from Is ra el are Is ra el. Nor be cause they are his de scen dants are they 
all Abra ham’s chil dren. On the con trary, “It is  through  Isaac that your off-
spring will be reck oned.” In oth er  words, it is not the chil dren by phys i cal 
de scent who are  God’s chil dren, but it is the chil dren of the prom ise who 
are re gard ed as Abra ham’s off spring. For this was how the prom ise was 
stat ed: “At the ap point ed time I will re turn, and Sar ah will have a son.”
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Not only that, but Re bek ah’s chil dren were con ceived at the same time 
by our fa ther  Isaac. Yet, be fore the  twins were born or had done any thing 
good or bad —  in or der that  God’s pur pose in elec tion  might  stand: not by 
 works but by him who  calls —  she was told, “The old er will  serve the youn-
ger.” Just as it is writ ten: “Ja cob I  loved, but Esau I hat ed.”
1
What then  shall we say? Is God un just? Not at all! For he says to Mo ses,

  “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
  and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

It does not, there fore, de pend on hu man de sire or ef fort, but on  God’s mer-
cy. For Scrip ture says to Phar aoh: “I  raised you up for this very pur pose, that 
I  might dis play my pow er in you and that my name  might be pro claimed in 
all the  earth.” There fore God has mer cy on whom he  wants to have mer cy, 
and he hard ens whom he  wants to hard en.
1
One of you will say to me: “Then why does God  still  blame us? For who is 
able to re sist his will?” But who are you, a hu man be ing, to talk back to God? 
“Shall what is  formed say to the one who  formed it, ‘Why did you make me 
like this?’ ” Does not the pot ter have the  right to make out of the same lump 
of clay some pot tery for spe cial pur pos es and some for com mon use?

What if God, al though choos ing to show his  wrath and make his pow-
er  known, bore with  great pa tience the ob jects of his  wrath —  pre pared for 
de struc tion? What if he did this to make the rich es of his glo ry  known to 
the ob jects of his mer cy, whom he pre pared in ad vance for glo ry — even us, 
whom he also  called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gen tiles? As 
he says in Ho sea:

  “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people;
  and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,”

and,

  “In the very place where it was said to them,
  ‘You are not my people,’
  there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’ ”

Isa iah  cries out con cern ing Is ra el:

  “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea,
  only the remnant will be saved.
  For the Lord will carry out
  his sentence on earth with speed and finality.”
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It is just as Isa iah said pre vi ous ly:

  “Unless the Lord Almighty
  had left us descendants,
  we would have become like Sodom,
  we would have been like Gomorrah.”

What then  shall we say? That the Gen tiles, who did not pur sue righ-
teous ness, have ob tained it, a righ teous ness that is by  faith; but the peo ple 
of Is ra el, who pur sued the law as the way of righ teous ness, have not at-
tained  their goal. Why not? Be cause they pur sued it not by  faith but as if it 
were by  works. They stum bled over the stum bling  stone. As it is writ ten:

  “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble
  and a rock that makes them fall,
  and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.”

Broth ers and sis ters, my  heart’s de sire and  prayer to God for the Is ra-
el ites is that they may be  saved. For I can tes ti fy  about them that they are 
zeal ous for God, but  their zeal is not  based on knowl edge. Since they did 
not know the righ teous ness of God and  sought to es tab lish  their own, they 
did not sub mit to  God’s righ teous ness. Christ is the cul mina tion of the law 
so that  there may be righ teous ness for ev ery one who be lieves.

Mo ses  writes this  about the righ teous ness that is by the law: “The per-
son who does  these  things will live by them.” But the righ teous ness that is 
by  faith says: “Do not say in your  heart, ‘Who will as cend into heav en?’ ” 
(that is, to  bring  Christ down) “or ‘Who will de scend into the deep?’ ” (that 
is, to  bring  Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near 
you; it is in your  mouth and in your  heart,” that is, the mes sage con cern ing 
 faith that we pro claim: If you de clare with your  mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
be lieve in your  heart that God  raised him from the dead, you will be  saved. 
For it is with your  heart that you be lieve and are jus ti fied, and it is with your 
 mouth that you pro fess your  faith and are  saved. As Scrip ture says, “Any one 
who be lieves in him will nev er be put to  shame.” For  there is no dif fer ence 
be tween Jew and Gen tile —  the same Lord is Lord of all and rich ly bless es 
all who call on him, for, “Ev ery one who  calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

How, then, can they call on the one they have not be lieved in? And how 
can they be lieve in the one of whom they have not  heard? And how can they 
hear with out some one preach ing to them? And how can any one  preach un-
less they are sent? As it is writ ten: “How beau ti ful are the feet of  those who 
 bring good news!”

But not all the Is ra el ites ac cept ed the good news. For Isa iah says, “Lord, 
who has be lieved our mes sage?” Con se quent ly,  faith  comes from hear ing 
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the mes sage, and the mes sage is  heard  through the word  about  Christ. But 
I ask: Did they not hear? Of  course they did:

  “Their voice has gone out into all the earth,
  their words to the ends of the world.”

Again I ask: Did Is ra el not un der stand?  First, Mo ses says,

  “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation;
  I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.”

And Isa iah bold ly says,

  “I was found by those who did not seek me;
  I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.”

But con cern ing Is ra el he says,

  “All day long I have held out my hands
  to a disobedient and obstinate people.”

I ask then: Did God re ject his peo ple? By no  means! I am an Is ra el ite 
my self, a de scen dant of Abra ham, from the  tribe of Ben ja min. God did not 
re ject his peo ple, whom he fore knew.  Don’t you know what Scrip ture says 
in the pas sage  about Eli jah —  how he ap pealed to God  against Is ra el: “Lord, 
they have  killed your proph ets and torn down your al tars; I am the only one 
left, and they are try ing to kill me” ? And what was  God’s an swer to him? “I 
have re served for my self sev en thou sand who have not  bowed the knee to 
Baal.” So too, at the pres ent time  there is a rem nant cho sen by  grace. And if 
by  grace, then it can not be  based on  works; if it were,  grace  would no lon ger 
be grace.

What then? What the peo ple of Is ra el  sought so ear nest ly they did not 
ob tain. The  elect  among them did, but the oth ers were hard ened, as it is 
writ ten:

  “God gave them a spirit of stupor,
  eyes that could not see
  and ears that could not hear,
  to this very day.”

And Da vid says:

  “May their table become a snare and a trap,
  a stumbling block and a retribution for them.
  May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,
  and their backs be bent forever.”
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Again I ask: Did they stum ble so as to fall be yond re cov ery? Not at all! 
Rath er, be cause of  their trans gres sion, sal va tion has come to the Gen tiles to 
make Is ra el en vi ous. But if  their trans gres sion  means rich es for the  world, 
and  their loss  means rich es for the Gen tiles, how much great er rich es will 
 their full in clu sion bring!

I am talk ing to you Gen tiles. In as much as I am the apos tle to the Gen-
tiles, I take pride in my min is try in the hope that I may some how  arouse my 
own peo ple to envy and save some of them. For if  their re jec tion  brought 
rec on cil ia tion to the  world, what will  their ac cep tance be but life from the 
dead? If the part of the  dough of fered as first fruits is holy, then the  whole 
 batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branch es.

If some of the branch es have been bro ken off, and you,  though a wild 
ol ive  shoot, have been graft ed in  among the oth ers and now  share in the 
nour ish ing sap from the ol ive root, do not con sid er your self to be su pe ri or 
to  those oth er branch es. If you do, con sid er this: You do not sup port the 
root, but the root sup ports you. You will say then, “Branch es were bro ken 
off so that I  could be graft ed in.” Grant ed. But they were bro ken off be cause 
of un be lief, and you  stand by  faith. Do not be ar ro gant, but trem ble. For if 
God did not  spare the nat u ral branch es, he will not  spare you ei ther.

Con sid er there fore the kind ness and stern ness of God: stern ness to 
 those who fell, but kind ness to you, pro vid ed that you con tin ue in his kind-
ness. Oth er wise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not per sist in un be-
lief, they will be graft ed in, for God is able to  graft them in  again. Af ter all, 
if you were cut out of an ol ive tree that is wild by na ture, and con trary to 
na ture were graft ed into a cul ti vat ed ol ive tree, how much more readi ly will 
 these, the nat u ral branch es, be graft ed into  their own ol ive tree!

I do not want you to be ig no rant of this mys tery, broth ers and sis ters, so 
that you may not be con ceited: Is ra el has ex pe ri enced a hard en ing in part 
un til the full num ber of the Gen tiles has come in, and in this way all Is ra el 
will be  saved. As it is writ ten:

  “The deliverer will come from Zion;
  he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
  And this is my covenant with them
  when I take away their sins.”

As far as the gos pel is con cerned, they are en e mies for your sake; but as 
far as elec tion is con cerned, they are  loved on ac count of the pa tri archs, for 
 God’s  gifts and his call are ir rev o ca ble. Just as you who were at one time dis-
obe di ent to God have now re ceived mer cy as a re sult of  their dis obe di ence, 
so they too have now be come dis obe di ent in or der that they too may now 
re ceive mer cy as a re sult of  God’s mer cy to you. For God has  bound ev ery-
one over to dis obe di ence so that he may have mer cy on them all.
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  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
  How unsearchable his judgments,
  and his paths beyond tracing out!
  “Who has known the mind of the Lord?
  Or who has been his counselor?”
  “Who has ever given to God,
  that God should repay them?”
  For from him and through him and for him are all things.
  To him be the glory forever! Amen.
2
2
There fore, I urge you, broth ers and sis ters, in view of  God’s mer cy, to of fer 
your bod ies as a liv ing sac ri fice, holy and pleas ing to God —  this is your 
true and prop er wor ship. Do not con form to the pat tern of this  world, but 
be trans formed by the re new ing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and ap prove what  God’s will is —  his good, pleas ing and per fect will.

For by the  grace giv en me I say to ev ery one of you: Do not  think of 
your self more high ly than you  ought, but rath er  think of your self with so ber 
judg ment, in ac cor dance with the  faith God has dis trib ut ed to each of you. 
For just as each of us has one body with many mem bers, and  these mem-
bers do not all have the same func tion, so in  Christ we,  though many, form 
one body, and each mem ber be longs to all the oth ers. We have dif fer ent 
 gifts, ac cord ing to the  grace giv en to each of us. If your gift is proph e sy ing, 
then proph e sy in ac cor dance with your  faith; if it is serv ing, then  serve; if it 
is teach ing, then  teach; if it is to en cour age, then give en cour age ment; if it 
is giv ing, then give gen er ous ly; if it is to lead, do it dil i gent ly; if it is to show 
mer cy, do it cheer ful ly.

Love must be sin cere. Hate what is evil;  cling to what is good. Be de vot-
ed to one an oth er in love. Hon or one an oth er  above your selves. Nev er be 
lack ing in zeal, but keep your spir i tu al fer vor, serv ing the Lord. Be joy ful in 
hope, pa tient in af flic tion, faith ful in  prayer. Share with the  Lord’s peo ple 
who are in need. Prac tice hos pi tal i ty.

Bless  those who per se cute you;  bless and do not  curse. Re joice with 
 those who re joice;  mourn with  those who  mourn. Live in har mo ny with 
one an oth er. Do not be  proud, but be will ing to as so ci ate with peo ple of low 
po si tion. Do not be con ceit ed.

Do not re pay any one evil for evil. Be care ful to do what is  right in the 
eyes of ev ery one. If it is pos si ble, as far as it de pends on you, live at  peace 
with ev ery one. Do not take re venge, my dear  friends, but  leave room for 
 God’s  wrath, for it is writ ten: “It is mine to  avenge; I will re pay,” says the 
Lord. On the con trary:
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  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
  if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

Do not be over come by evil, but over come evil with good.
1
Let ev ery one be sub ject to the gov ern ing au thor i ties, for  there is no au thor-
i ty ex cept that  which God has es tab lished. The au thor i ties that ex ist have 
been es tab lished by God. Con se quent ly, who ev er re bels  against the au thor-
i ty is re bel ling  against what God has in sti tut ed, and  those who do so will 
 bring judg ment on them selves. For rul ers hold no ter ror for  those who do 
 right, but for  those who do  wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 
one in au thor i ty? Then do what is  right and you will be com mend ed. For 
the one in au thor i ty is  God’s ser vant for your good. But if you do  wrong, be 
 afraid, for rul ers do not bear the  sword for no rea son. They are  God’s ser-
vants,  agents of  wrath to  bring pun ish ment on the wrong do er. There fore, it 
is nec es sary to sub mit to the au thor i ties, not only be cause of pos si ble pun-
ish ment but also as a mat ter of con science.

This is also why you pay tax es, for the au thor i ties are  God’s ser vants, 
who give  their full time to gov ern ing. Give to ev ery one what you owe them: 
If you owe tax es, pay tax es; if rev e nue, then rev e nue; if re spect, then re-
spect; if hon or, then hon or.
1
Let no debt re main out stand ing, ex cept the con tin u ing debt to love one 
an oth er, for who ev er  loves oth ers has ful filled the law. The com mand-
ments, “You  shall not com mit adul tery,” “You  shall not mur der,” “You  shall 
not  steal,” “You  shall not cov et,” and what ev er oth er com mand  there may 
be, are  summed up in this one com mand: “Love your neigh bor as your-
self.” Love does no harm to a neigh bor. There fore love is the ful fill ment of 
the law.

And do this, un der stand ing the pres ent time: The hour has al ready 
come for you to wake up from your slum ber, be cause our sal va tion is near-
er now than when we  first be lieved. The  night is near ly over; the day is al-
most here. So let us put  aside the  deeds of dark ness and put on the ar mor 
of  light. Let us be have de cent ly, as in the day time, not in ca rous ing and 
drunk en ness, not in sex u al im mo ral i ty and de bauch ery, not in dis sen sion 
and jeal ou sy. Rath er,  clothe your selves with the Lord  Jesus  Christ, and do 
not  think  about how to grat i fy the de sires of the flesh.
1
Ac cept the one  whose  faith is weak, with out quar rel ing over dis put able 
mat ters. One per son’s  faith al lows them to eat any thing, but an oth er,  whose 
 faith is weak, eats only veg e ta bles. The one who eats ev ery thing must not 
 treat with con tempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat 
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ev ery thing must not  judge the one who does, for God has ac cept ed them. 
Who are you to  judge some one  else’s ser vant? To  their own mas ter, ser vants 
 stand or fall. And they will  stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

One per son con sid ers one day more sa cred than an oth er; an oth er con-
sid ers ev ery day  alike. Each of them  should be ful ly con vinced in  their own 
mind. Who ever re gards one day as spe cial does so to the Lord. Who ever 
eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give  thanks to God; and who ever ab-
stains does so to the Lord and gives  thanks to God. For none of us lives for 
our selves  alone, and none of us dies for our selves  alone. If we live, we live 
for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, wheth er we live or die, 
we be long to the Lord. For this very rea son,  Christ died and re turned to life 
so that he  might be the Lord of both the dead and the liv ing.

You, then, why do you  judge your broth er or sis ter? Or why do you  treat 
them with con tempt? For we will all  stand be fore  God’s judg ment seat. It 
is writ ten:

  “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
  ‘every knee will bow before me;
  every tongue will acknowledge God.’ ”

So then, each of us will give an ac count of our selves to God.
There fore let us stop pass ing judg ment on one an oth er. In stead, make 

up your mind not to put any stum bling  block or ob sta cle in the way of a 
broth er or sis ter. I am con vinced, be ing ful ly per suad ed in the Lord  Jesus, 
that noth ing is un clean in it self. But if any one re gards some thing as un-
clean, then for that per son it is un clean. If your broth er or sis ter is dis tressed 
be cause of what you eat, you are no lon ger act ing in love. Do not by your 
eat ing de stroy some one for whom  Christ died. There fore do not let what 
you know is good be spo ken of as evil. For the king dom of God is not a mat-
ter of eat ing and drink ing, but of righ teous ness,  peace and joy in the Holy 
Spir it, be cause any one who  serves  Christ in this way is pleas ing to God and 
re ceives hu man ap prov al.

Let us there fore make ev ery ef fort to do what  leads to  peace and to mu-
tu al ed i fi ca tion. Do not de stroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food 
is  clean, but it is  wrong for a per son to eat any thing that caus es some one 
else to stum ble. It is bet ter not to eat meat or  drink wine or to do any thing 
else that will  cause your broth er or sis ter to fall.

So what ev er you be lieve  about  these  things keep be tween your self 
and God.  Blessed is the one who does not con demn him self by what he ap-
proves. But who ever has  doubts is con demned if they eat, be cause  their eat-
ing is not from  faith; and ev ery thing that does not come from  faith is sin.

We who are  strong  ought to bear with the fail ings of the weak and not 
to  please our selves. Each of us  should  please our neigh bors for  their good, 

02NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   18402NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   184 5/11/2011   6:53:22 PM5/11/2011   6:53:22 PM



  Romans | 185

15:3–15:18

to  build them up. For even  Christ did not  please him self but, as it is writ-
ten: “The in sults of  those who in sult you have fall en on me.” For ev ery thing 
that was writ ten in the past was writ ten to  teach us, so that  through the 
en dur ance  taught in the Scrip tures and the en cour age ment they pro vide 
we  might have hope.

May the God who  gives en dur ance and en cour age ment give you the 
same at ti tude of mind to ward each oth er that  Christ  Jesus had, so that with 
one mind and one  voice you may glo ri fy the God and Fa ther of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ.

Ac cept one an oth er, then, just as  Christ ac cept ed you, in or der to  bring 
 praise to God. For I tell you that  Christ has be come a ser vant of the Jews on 
be half of  God’s  truth, so that the prom is es made to the pa tri archs  might be 
con firmed and, more over, that the Gen tiles  might glo ri fy God for his mer-
cy. As it is writ ten:

  “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
  I will sing the praises of your name.”

Again, it says,

  “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”

And again,

  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
  let all the peoples extol him.”

And  again, Isa iah says,

  “The Root of Jesse will spring up,
  one who will arise to rule over the nations;
  in him the Gentiles will hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and  peace as you  trust in him, 
so that you may over flow with hope by the pow er of the Holy Spir it.
3
3
3

I  my self am con vinced, my broth ers and sis ters, that you your selves are 
full of good ness,  filled with knowl edge and com pe tent to in struct one 

an oth er. Yet I have writ ten you  quite bold ly on some  points to re mind you 
of them  again, be cause of the  grace God gave me to be a min is ter of  Christ 
 Jesus to the Gen tiles. He gave me the priest ly duty of pro claim ing the gos pel 
of God, so that the Gen tiles  might be come an of fer ing ac cept able to God, 
sanc ti fied by the Holy Spir it.

There fore I glo ry in  Christ  Jesus in my ser vice to God. I will not ven-
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ture to  speak of any thing ex cept what  Christ has ac com plished  through 
me in lead ing the Gen tiles to obey God by what I have said and done — by 
the pow er of  signs and won ders,  through the pow er of the Spir it of God. So 
from Je ru sa lem all the way  around to Il lyr i cum, I have ful ly pro claimed the 
gos pel of  Christ. It has al ways been my am bi tion to  preach the gos pel  where 
 Christ was not  known, so that I  would not be build ing on some one  else’s 
foun da tion. Rath er, as it is writ ten:

  “Those who were not told about him will see,
  and those who have not heard will understand.”

This is why I have of ten been hin dered from com ing to you.
But now that  there is no more  place for me to work in  these re gions, and 

 since I have been long ing for many  years to vis it you, I plan to do so when 
I go to  Spain. I hope to see you  while pass ing  through and to have you as-
sist me on my jour ney  there, af ter I have en joyed your com pa ny for a  while. 
Now, how ev er, I am on my way to Je ru sa lem in the ser vice of the  Lord’s 
peo ple  there. For Mac e do nia and Acha ia were  pleased to make a con tri bu-
tion for the poor  among the  Lord’s peo ple in Je ru sa lem. They were  pleased 
to do it, and in deed they owe it to them. For if the Gen tiles have  shared in 
the Jews’ spir i tu al bless ings, they owe it to the Jews to  share with them  their 
ma teri al bless ings. So af ter I have com plet ed this task and have made sure 
that they have re ceived this con tri bu tion, I will go to  Spain and vis it you on 
the way. I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full mea sure of 
the bless ing of Christ.

I urge you, broth ers and sis ters, by our Lord  Jesus  Christ and by the love 
of the Spir it, to join me in my strug gle by pray ing to God for me. Pray that I 
may be kept safe from the un be liev ers in Ju dea and that the con tri bu tion I 
take to Je ru sa lem may be fa vor ably re ceived by the  Lord’s peo ple  there, so 
that I may come to you with joy, by  God’s will, and in your com pa ny be re-
freshed. The God of  peace be with you all. Amen.

I com mend to you our sis ter Phoe be, a dea con of the  church in Cen-
chreae. I ask you to re ceive her in the Lord in a way wor thy of his peo ple and 
to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been the bene fac tor 
of many peo ple, in clud ing me.
1
  Greet Pris cil la and Aq ui la, my co-work ers in  Christ  Jesus. They  risked 

 their  lives for me. Not only I but all the church es of the Gen tiles are 
grate ful to them.

  Greet also the  church that  meets at  their house.
  Greet my dear  friend Epe ne tus, who was the  first con vert to  Christ in the 

prov ince of Asia.
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  Greet Mary, who  worked very hard for you.
  Greet An dro ni cus and Jun ia, my fel low Jews who have been in pris on 

with me. They are out stand ing  among the apos tles, and they were in 
 Christ be fore I was.

  Greet Am pli a tus, my dear  friend in the Lord.
  Greet Ur ba nus, our co-work er in  Christ, and my dear  friend Sta chys.
  Greet Apel les,  whose fi del i ty to  Christ has  stood the test.
  Greet  those who be long to the house hold of Aris to bu lus.
  Greet He ro di on, my fel low Jew.
  Greet  those in the house hold of Nar cis sus who are in the Lord.
  Greet Try phe na and Try pho sa,  those wom en who work hard in the 

Lord.
  Greet my dear  friend Per sis, an oth er wom an who has  worked very hard 

in the Lord.
  Greet Ru fus, cho sen in the Lord, and his moth er, who has been a moth er 

to me, too.
  Greet Asyn cri tus, Phle gon, Her mes, Pat ro bas, Her mas and the oth er 

broth ers and sis ters with them.
  Greet Phi lol o gus, Jul ia, Ne reus and his sis ter, and Olym pas and all the 

 Lord’s peo ple who are with them.
  Greet one an oth er with a holy kiss.
  All the church es of  Christ send greet ings.

I urge you, broth ers and sis ters, to  watch out for  those who  cause di vi-
sions and put ob sta cles in your way that are con trary to the teach ing you 
have  learned. Keep away from them. For such peo ple are not serv ing our 
Lord  Christ, but  their own ap pe tites. By  smooth talk and flat tery they de-
ceive the  minds of na ive peo ple. Ev ery one has  heard  about your obe di ence, 
so I re joice be cause of you; but I want you to be wise  about what is good, and 
in no cent  about what is evil.

The God of  peace will soon  crush Sa tan un der your feet.
The  grace of our Lord  Jesus be with you.
Tim o thy, my co-work er,  sends his greet ings to you, as do Lu ci us, Ja son 

and So sip a ter, my fel low Jews.
I, Ter ti us, who  wrote down this let ter,  greet you in the Lord.
Ga ius,  whose hos pi tal i ty I and the  whole  church here en joy,  sends you 

his greet ings.
Eras tus, who is the  city’s di rec tor of pub lic  works, and our broth er 

Quar tus send you  their greet ings.
1
Now to him who is able to es tab lish you in ac cor dance with my gos pel, the 
mes sage I pro claim  about  Jesus  Christ, in keep ing with the rev e la tion of 
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the mys tery hid den for long ages past, but now re vealed and made  known 
 through the pro phet ic writ ings by the com mand of the eter nal God, so that 
all the Gen tiles  might come to the obe di ence that comes from  faith — to the 
only wise God be glo ry for ev er  through  Jesus  Christ! Amen.
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