
THE NEW  
TESTAMENT

Creation, Life and Beauty,
 
 undone by death and wrongdoing,
 
  regained by God’s surprising victory,

A S  T O L D  I N  
T H E  B O O K S  O F

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®



The Books of the Bible!"#$%&#!%'()*%+(#© 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide.

HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION, NIV,

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide.

The Drama of the Bible Notes © 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide. No part of The Drama of the Bible Notes  

may be reproduced without written consent of Biblica, Inc.!"

The NIV, text may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic or audio), up to and 

providing the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible, nor do the 

in which they are quoted. Permission requests that exceed the above guidelines must be 
directed to, and approved in writing by, Biblica, Inc.!"

Notice of copyright must appear on the title or copyright page of the work as follows:

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION, NIV,. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!" 
Used by permission of Biblica, Inc.!" All rights reserved worldwide.

“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the 
!"

When quotations from the NIV, are used in non-saleable media, such as church bulletins, 
orders of service, posters, transparencies or similar media, a complete copyright notice is 
not required but the initials (NIV,) must appear at the end of each quotation.

Call us today or visit us online to receive a free catalog featuring hundreds of  
biblical resources priced for ministry.

Website: Biblica.com  Phone: 800-524-1588 
E-mail: BiblicaDirectService@Biblica.com Mail: 1820 Jet Stream Drive 
  Colorado Springs, CO 80921-3696

Biblica provides God’s Word to people through translation, publishing 
and Bible engagement in Africa, Asia Paci!c, Europe, Latin America, 
Middle East, and North America. "rough its worldwide reach, Biblica 
engages people with God’s Word so that their lives are transformed 
through a relationship with Jesus Christ.



   INVITATION TO
   JOHN

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. This is how the author of the book 
of John explains his purpose in telling Jesus’ story, making the issue of belief central.
 The author doesn’t identify himself by name; he simply describes himself as the 
disciple whom Jesus loved. But we can still recognize who wrote this book, since the 
different occurrences of this phrase show that this disciple was one of those closest to 
Jesus. We know the phrase doesn’t refer to Peter, since he’s named separately. From 
the stories of Jesus that others have recorded, we can see that this disciple could only 

have described himself anonymously out of humility, to show that he had come to 
understand everything about himself in light of his relationship with Jesus. 
 In the beginning . . . John opens his book with a poetic prologue that mirrors 

. This shows his readers that he’s going to tell the story of 

followed by a seventh day of rest. For the Jews the number seven came to represent 

world. John uses the number seven in multiple ways to structure his book, showing 

the gift of life. 
 After his prologue, John tells the story of Jesus in two main parts: 

 part describes his public ministry (pp. 371–395).
: The second part narrates the end of Jesus’ life, recording the private instructions 
he gave to those who believed in him, and then depicts his death and  
resurrection (pp. 395–407).

 The book ends with an epilogue that was likely added to correct the 
misunderstanding that John wouldn’t die until Jesus returned. 

describe trips that Jesus made to Judea and back, usually to attend one of the religious 
festivals that were celebrated in Jerusalem. 

and his disciples believed in him. In the next section Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the 
Passover Festival. This pattern of “seven, then the Passover” can be seen in the book 

devoted to the Passover weekend on which Jesus gave his life for the world. Each of 



these seven sections closes with a report on how different groups of people responded 
to Jesus—either in faith or in unbelief. 

signs point to Jesus’ identity as the one whom God has sent. (They don’t correspond 
exactly with the section divisions, but they help mark them off.) At the end of this part  
of the book, John marvels, Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, 
they still would not believe in him. Near the conclusion of the whole book, John  
invites the reader to respond differently: Jesus performed many other signs in the presence  
of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you  
may believe. . . 
 John also records seven instances when Jesus reveals his identity through the 
phrase I am. Earlier in the Bible’s drama God had revealed himself by this name to 
the people of Israel. God had chosen Israel to bring blessing and life to the rest of 
the world. These seven phrases run throughout the book, tying its parts together and 
connecting Jesus closely to Israel’s history. Jesus explains that he is the bread of life; 
the light of the world; the gate for the sheep; the good shepherd; the resurrection and 
the life; the way, the truth and the life; and the true vine. These show us that Jesus 

 As Jesus does miraculous signs and participates in religious festivals, his identity 
is disclosed symbolically. It’s then interpreted as he teaches and answers questions. 

and he then explains to the crowd that he’s the true bread from heaven. The Festival 
of Tabernacles recalled how, when the Jews were living in the desert, God provided 

out at this feast, Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink, and he declares, I am 
the light of the world. 

Adam. On the sixth day of Jesus’ last week, the Roman governor Pilate announces 
Jesus with the words, Here is the man! The book of Genesis records that after creating 
the heavens and the earth, God rested on the seventh day. John records that Jesus is 
dead and resting in the grave on the Sabbath, the seventh day. Then in the story of 
how Jesus was powerfully raised from the dead, John notes twice that this took place 
on . So John has taken us from in the beginning to a new 

new resurrection life themselves by believing in Jesus. 

370 | Invitation to John   



1:1–1:20

|  J O H N  |

I n the be gin ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the be gin ning. Through him all  things 

were made; with out him noth ing was made that has been made. In him 
was life, and that life was the  light of all man kind. The  light  shines in the 
dark ness, and the dark ness has not over come it.

There was a man sent from God  whose name was John. He came as a 
wit ness to tes ti fy con cern ing that  light, so that  through him all  might be-
lieve. He him self was not the  light; he came only as a wit ness to the  light.

The true  light that  gives  light to ev ery one was com ing into the world. 
He was in the  world, and  though the  world was made  through him, the 
 world did not rec og nize him. He came to that  which was his own, but his 
own did not re ceive him. Yet to all who did re ceive him, to  those who be-
lieved in his name, he gave the  right to be come chil dren of God —  chil dren 
born not of nat u ral de scent, nor of hu man de ci sion or a hus band’s will, but 
born of God.

The Word be came  flesh and made his dwell ing  among us. We have 
seen his glo ry, the glo ry of the one and only Son, who came from the Fa ther, 
full of  grace and truth.

(John tes ti fied con cern ing him. He  cried out, say ing, “This is the one 
I spoke about when I said, ‘He who  comes af ter me has sur passed me be-
cause he was be fore me.’ ”) Out of his full ness we have all re ceived  grace in 
 place of  grace al ready giv en. For the law was giv en  through Mo ses;  grace 
and  truth came  through  Jesus  Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the 
one and only Son, who is him self God and is in clos est re la tion ship with the 
Fa ther, has made him known.
3
3
3

N ow this was  John’s tes ti mo ny when the Jew ish lead ers in Je ru sa lem 
sent  priests and Le vites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to con-

fess, but con fessed free ly, “I am not the Mes si ah.”
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1:21–1:42

They  asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Eli jah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Proph et?”
He an swered, “No.”
Fi nal ly they said, “Who are you? Give us an an swer to take back to 

 those who sent us. What do you say  about your self ?”
John re plied in the  words of Isa iah the proph et, “I am the  voice of one 

call ing in the wil der ness, ‘Make  straight the way for the Lord.’ ”
Now the Phar i sees who had been sent ques tioned him, “Why then do 

you bap tize if you are not the Mes si ah, nor Eli jah, nor the Proph et?”
“I bap tize with wa ter,” John re plied, “but  among you  stands one you do 

not know. He is the one who  comes af ter me, the  straps of  whose san dals I 
am not wor thy to un tie.”

This all hap pened at Beth a ny on the oth er side of the Jor dan,  where 
John was bap tiz ing.
1
The next day John saw  Jesus com ing to ward him and said, “Look, the Lamb 
of God, who  takes away the sin of the  world! This is the one I  meant when I 
said, ‘A man who  comes af ter me has sur passed me be cause he was be fore 
me.’ I my self did not know him, but the rea son I came bap tiz ing with wa ter 
was that he  might be re vealed to Is ra el.”

Then John gave this tes ti mo ny: “I saw the Spir it come down from heav-
en as a dove and re main on him. And I my self did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to bap tize with wa ter told me, ‘The man on whom you see 
the Spir it come down and re main is the one who will bap tize with the Holy 
Spir it.’ I have seen and I tes ti fy that this is  God’s Cho sen One.”
1
The next day John was  there  again with two of his dis ci ples. When he saw 
 Jesus pass ing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

When the two dis ci ples  heard him say this, they fol lowed  Jesus. Turn-
ing  around,  Jesus saw them fol low ing and  asked, “What do you want?”

They said, “Rab bi” (which  means “Teach er”), “where are you stay-
ing?”

“Come,” he re plied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw  where he was stay ing, and they  spent that day 

with him. It was  about four in the af ter noon.
An drew, Si mon Pe ter’s broth er, was one of the two who  heard what 

John had said and who had fol lowed  Jesus. The  first  thing An drew did was 
to find his broth er Si mon and tell him, “We have  found the Mes si ah” (that 
is, the  Christ). And he  brought him to  Jesus.

Jesus  looked at him and said, “You are Si mon son of John. You will be 
 called Ce phas” (which, when trans lat ed, is Pe ter ).
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1:43–2:11

1
The next day  Jesus de cid ed to  leave for Gal i lee. Find ing Phil ip, he said to 
him, “Fol low me.”

Phil ip, like An drew and Pe ter, was from the town of Beth sa i da. Phil ip 
 found Na than a el and told him, “We have  found the one Mo ses  wrote  about 
in the Law, and  about whom the proph ets also  wrote —   Jesus of Naz a reth, 
the son of Jo seph.”

“Naz a reth! Can any thing good come from  there?” Na than a el asked.
“Come and see,” said Phil ip.
When  Jesus saw Na than a el ap proach ing, he said of him, “Here tru ly is 

an Is ra el ite in whom  there is no de ceit.”
“How do you know me?” Na than a el asked.
Jesus an swered, “I saw you  while you were  still un der the fig tree be fore 

Phil ip  called you.”
Then Na than a el de clared, “Rab bi, you are the Son of God; you are the 

king of Is ra el.”
Jesus said, “You be lieve be cause I told you I saw you un der the fig tree. 

You will see great er  things than that.” He then add ed, “Very tru ly I tell you, 
you will see ‘heav en open, and the an gels of God as cend ing and de scend ing 
on’ the Son of Man.”
1
On the  third day a wed ding took  place at Cana in Gal i lee.  Jesus’ moth er 
was  there, and  Jesus and his dis ci ples had also been in vit ed to the wed ding. 
When the wine was gone,  Jesus’ moth er said to him, “They have no more 
wine.”

“Wom an, why do you in volve me?”  Jesus re plied. “My hour has not yet 
come.”

His moth er said to the ser vants, “Do what ev er he  tells you.”
Near by  stood six  stone wa ter jars, the kind used by the Jews for cer e mo-

ni al wash ing, each hold ing from twen ty to thir ty gal lons.
Jesus said to the ser vants, “Fill the jars with wa ter”; so they  filled them 

to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the mas ter of 

the ban quet.”
They did so, and the mas ter of the ban quet tast ed the wa ter that had 

been  turned into wine. He did not re al ize  where it had come from,  though 
the ser vants who had  drawn the wa ter knew. Then he  called the bride-
groom  aside and said, “Ev ery one  brings out the  choice wine  first and then 
the cheap er wine af ter the  guests have had too much to  drink; but you have 
 saved the best till now.”

What  Jesus did here in Cana of Gal i lee was the  first of the  signs  through 
 which he re vealed his glo ry; and his dis ci ples be lieved in him.
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2:12–3:10

Af ter this he went down to Ca per na um with his moth er and broth ers 
and his dis ci ples.  There they  stayed for a few days.
2
2
When it was al most time for the Jew ish Pass over,  Jesus went up to Je ru sa-
lem. In the tem ple  courts he  found peo ple sell ing cat tle,  sheep and  doves, 
and oth ers sit ting at ta bles ex chang ing mon ey. So he made a whip out of 
 cords, and  drove all from the tem ple  courts, both  sheep and cat tle; he scat-
tered the  coins of the mon ey chang ers and over turned  their ta bles. To  those 
who sold  doves he said, “Get  these out of here! Stop turn ing my Fa ther’s 
 house into a mar ket!” His dis ci ples re mem bered that it is writ ten: “Zeal for 
your  house will con sume me.”

The Jews then re spond ed to him, “What sign can you show us to  prove 
your au thor i ty to do all this?”

Jesus an swered them, “De stroy this tem ple, and I will  raise it  again in 
 three days.”

They re plied, “It has tak en for ty-six  years to  build this tem ple, and you 
are go ing to  raise it in  three days?” But the tem ple he had spo ken of was 
his body. Af ter he was  raised from the dead, his dis ci ples re called what he 
had said. Then they be lieved the scrip ture and the  words that  Jesus had 
spo ken.

Now  while he was in Je ru sa lem at the Pass over Fes ti val, many peo ple 
saw the  signs he was per form ing and be lieved in his name. But  Jesus  would 
not en trust him self to them, for he knew all peo ple. He did not need any tes-
ti mo ny  about man kind, for he knew what was in each per son.
1
Now  there was a Phar i see, a man  named Nic o de mus who was a mem ber 
of the Jew ish rul ing coun cil. He came to  Jesus at  night and said, “Rab bi, we 
know that you are a teach er who has come from God. For no one  could per-
form the  signs you are do ing if God were not with him.”

Jesus re plied, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one can see the king dom of God 
un less they are born again.”

“How can some one be born when they are old?” Nic o de mus  asked. 
“Sure ly they can not en ter a sec ond time into  their moth er’s womb to be 
born!”

Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one can en ter the king dom of 
God un less they are born of wa ter and the Spir it. Flesh  gives  birth to  flesh, 
but the Spir it  gives  birth to spir it. You  should not be sur prised at my say ing, 
‘You must be born  again.’ The wind  blows wher ev er it pleas es. You hear its 
 sound, but you can not tell  where it  comes from or  where it is go ing. So it is 
with ev ery one born of the Spir it.”

“How can this be?” Nic o de mus asked.
“You are Is ra el’s teach er,” said  Jesus, “and do you not un der stand  these 
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3:11–3:36

 things? Very tru ly I tell you, we  speak of what we know, and we tes ti fy to 
what we have seen, but  still you peo ple do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. I have 
spo ken to you of earth ly  things and you do not be lieve; how then will you 
be lieve if I  speak of heav en ly  things? No one has ever gone into heav en ex-
cept the one who came from heav en —  the Son of Man. Just as Mo ses lift ed 
up the  snake in the wil der ness, so the Son of Man must be lift ed up, that 
ev ery one who be lieves may have eter nal life in him.”

For God so  loved the  world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-
ev er be lieves in him  shall not per ish but have eter nal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the  world to con demn the  world, but to save the  world 
 through him. Who ev er be lieves in him is not con demned, but who ev er does 
not be lieve  stands con demned al ready be cause they have not be lieved in 
the name of  God’s one and only Son. This is the ver dict:  Light has come into 
the  world, but peo ple  loved dark ness in stead of  light be cause  their  deeds 
were evil. Every one who does evil hates the  light, and will not come into the 
 light for fear that  their  deeds will be ex posed. But who ever lives by the  truth 
comes into the  light, so that it may be seen plain ly that what they have done 
has been done in the  sight of God.
1
Af ter this,  Jesus and his dis ci ples went out into the Ju de an coun try side, 
 where he  spent some time with them, and bap tized. Now John also was 
bap tiz ing at Ae non near Sa lim, be cause  there was plen ty of wa ter, and peo-
ple were com ing and be ing bap tized. (This was be fore John was put in pris-
on.) An ar gu ment de vel oped be tween some of  John’s dis ci ples and a cer tain 
Jew over the mat ter of cer e mo ni al wash ing. They came to John and said to 
him, “Rab bi, that man who was with you on the oth er side of the Jor dan —  
the one you tes ti fied  about —  look, he is bap tiz ing, and ev ery one is go ing 
to him.”

To this John re plied, “A per son can re ceive only what is giv en them 
from heav en. You your selves can tes ti fy that I said, ‘I am not the Mes si ah 
but am sent  ahead of him.’ The  bride be longs to the bride groom. The  friend 
who at tends the bride groom  waits and lis tens for him, and is full of joy 
when he  hears the bride groom’s  voice. That joy is mine, and it is now com-
plete. He must be come great er; I must be come less.”

The one who  comes from  above is  above all; the one who is from the 
 earth be longs to the  earth, and  speaks as one from the  earth. The one who 
 comes from heav en is  above all. He tes ti fies to what he has seen and  heard, 
but no one ac cepts his tes ti mo ny. Who ever has ac cept ed it has cer ti fied 
that God is truth ful. For the one whom God has sent  speaks the  words of 
God, for God  gives the Spir it with out lim it. The Fa ther  loves the Son and has 
 placed ev ery thing in his  hands. Who ev er be lieves in the Son has eter nal 
life, but who ev er re jects the Son will not see life, for  God’s  wrath re mains 
on them.
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4:1–4:24

1
Now  Jesus  learned that the Phar i sees had  heard that he was gain ing and 
bap tiz ing more dis ci ples than John —  al though in fact it was not  Jesus who 
bap tized, but his dis ci ples. So he left Ju dea and went back once more to 
Gal i lee.

Now he had to go  through Sa mar ia. So he came to a town in Sa mar ia 
 called Sy char, near the plot of  ground Ja cob had giv en to his son Jo seph. Ja-
cob’s well was  there, and  Jesus,  tired as he was from the jour ney, sat down 
by the well. It was  about noon.

When a Sa mar i tan wom an came to draw wa ter,  Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a  drink?” (His dis ci ples had gone into the town to buy food.)

The Sa mar i tan wom an said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Sa mar-
i tan wom an. How can you ask me for a  drink?” (For Jews do not as so ci ate 
with Sa mar i tans. )

Jesus an swered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a  drink, you  would have  asked him and he  would have giv en you 
liv ing wa ter.”

“Sir,” the wom an said, “you have noth ing to draw with and the well is 
deep.  Where can you get this liv ing wa ter? Are you great er than our fa ther 
Ja cob, who gave us the well and  drank from it him self, as did also his sons 
and his live stock?”

Jesus an swered, “Ev ery one who  drinks this wa ter will be  thirsty  again, 
but who ever  drinks the wa ter I give them will nev er  thirst. In deed, the wa-
ter I give them will be come in them a  spring of wa ter well ing up to eter nal 
life.”

The wom an said to him, “Sir, give me this wa ter so that I  won’t get 
 thirsty and have to keep com ing here to draw wa ter.”

He told her, “Go, call your hus band and come back.”
“I have no hus band,” she re plied.
Jesus said to her, “You are  right when you say you have no hus band. The 

fact is, you have had five hus bands, and the man you now have is not your 
hus band. What you have just said is  quite true.”

“Sir,” the wom an said, “I can see that you are a proph et. Our an ces tors 
wor shiped on this moun tain, but you Jews  claim that the  place  where we 
must wor ship is in Je ru sa lem.”

“Wom an,”  Jesus re plied, “be lieve me, a time is com ing when you will 
wor ship the Fa ther nei ther on this moun tain nor in Je ru sa lem. You Sa mar-
i tans wor ship what you do not know; we wor ship what we do know, for sal-
va tion is from the Jews. Yet a time is com ing and has now come when the 
true wor ship ers will wor ship the Fa ther in the Spir it and in  truth, for they 
are the kind of wor ship ers the Fa ther  seeks. God is spir it, and his wor ship-
ers must wor ship in the Spir it and in truth.”
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4:25–4:50

The wom an said, “I know that Mes si ah” (called  Christ) “is com ing. 
When he  comes, he will ex plain ev ery thing to us.”

Then  Jesus de clared, “I, the one speak ing to you —  I am he.”
Just then his dis ci ples re turned and were sur prised to find him talk ing 

with a wom an. But no one  asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you 
talk ing with her?”

Then, leav ing her wa ter jar, the wom an went back to the town and said 
to the peo ple, “Come, see a man who told me ev ery thing I ever did.  Could 
this be the Mes si ah?” They came out of the town and made  their way to-
ward him.

Mean while his dis ci ples  urged him, “Rab bi, eat some thing.”
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know noth ing about.”
Then his dis ci ples said to each oth er, “Could some one have  brought 

him food?”
“My food,” said  Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to fin-

ish his work. Don’t you have a say ing, ‘It’s  still four  months un til har vest’? 
I tell you, open your eyes and look at the  fields! They are ripe for har vest. 
Even now the one who  reaps draws a wage and har vests a crop for eter nal 
life, so that the sow er and the reap er may be glad to geth er. Thus the say ing 
‘One sows and an oth er  reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not 
 worked for. Oth ers have done the hard work, and you have  reaped the ben-
e fits of  their la bor.”

Many of the Sa mar i tans from that town be lieved in him be cause of 
the wom an’s tes ti mo ny, “He told me ev ery thing I ever did.” So when the 
Sa mar i tans came to him, they  urged him to stay with them, and he  stayed 
two days. And be cause of his  words many more be came be liev ers.

They said to the wom an, “We no lon ger be lieve just be cause of what 
you said; now we have  heard for our selves, and we know that this man real-
ly is the Sav ior of the world.”
1
Af ter the two days he left for Gal i lee. (Now  Jesus him self had point ed out 
that a proph et has no hon or in his own coun try.) When he ar rived in Gal-
i lee, the Gal i le ans wel comed him. They had seen all that he had done in 
Je ru sa lem at the Pass over Fes ti val, for they also had been there.

Once more he vis it ed Cana in Gal i lee,  where he had  turned the wa-
ter into wine. And  there was a cer tain roy al of fi cial  whose son lay sick at 
Ca per na um. When this man  heard that  Jesus had ar rived in Gal i lee from 
Ju dea, he went to him and  begged him to come and heal his son, who was 
 close to death.

“Un less you peo ple see  signs and won ders,”  Jesus told him, “you will 
nev er be lieve.”

The roy al of fi cial said, “Sir, come down be fore my  child dies.”
“Go,”  Jesus re plied, “your son will live.”
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4:51–5:20

The man took  Jesus at his word and de part ed. While he was  still on the 
way, his ser vants met him with the news that his boy was liv ing. When he 
in quired as to the time when his son got bet ter, they said to him, “Yes ter day, 
at one in the af ter noon, the fe ver left him.”

Then the fa ther re al ized that this was the ex act time at  which  Jesus had 
said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his  whole house hold be lieved.

This was the sec ond sign  Jesus per formed af ter com ing from Ju dea to 
Gal i lee.
2
2
Some time lat er,  Jesus went up to Je ru sa lem for one of the Jew ish fes ti vals. 
Now  there is in Je ru sa lem near the  Sheep Gate a pool,  which in Ar a ma ic is 
 called Be thes da and  which is sur round ed by five cov ered col on nades. Here 
a  great num ber of dis abled peo ple used to lie —  the  blind, the lame, the par-
a lyzed. One who was  there had been an in val id for thir ty- eight  years. When 
 Jesus saw him ly ing  there and  learned that he had been in this con di tion for 
a long time, he  asked him, “Do you want to get well?”

“Sir,” the in val id re plied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when 
the wa ter is  stirred.  While I am try ing to get in, some one else goes down 
 ahead of me.”

Then  Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once 
the man was  cured; he  picked up his mat and walked.

The day on  which this took  place was a Sab bath, and so the Jew ish 
lead ers said to the man who had been  healed, “It is the Sab bath; the law 
for bids you to car ry your mat.”

But he re plied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your 
mat and walk.’ ”

So they  asked him, “Who is this fel low who told you to pick it up and 
walk?”

The man who was  healed had no idea who it was, for  Jesus had  slipped 
away into the  crowd that was there.

Lat er  Jesus  found him at the tem ple and said to him, “See, you are well 
 again. Stop sin ning or some thing  worse may hap pen to you.” The man went 
away and told the Jew ish lead ers that it was  Jesus who had made him well.
1
So, be cause  Jesus was do ing  these  things on the Sab bath, the Jew ish lead ers 
be gan to per se cute him. In his de fense  Jesus said to them, “My Fa ther is al-
ways at his work to this very day, and I too am work ing.” For this rea son they 
 tried all the more to kill him; not only was he break ing the Sab bath, but he 
was even call ing God his own Fa ther, mak ing him self  equal with God.

Jesus gave them this an swer: “Very tru ly I tell you, the Son can do noth-
ing by him self; he can do only what he sees his Fa ther do ing, be cause what-
ev er the Fa ther does the Son also does. For the Fa ther  loves the Son and 
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 shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even great er  works than 
 these, so that you will be  amazed. For just as the Fa ther rais es the dead and 
 gives them life, even so the Son  gives life to whom he is  pleased to give it. 
More over, the Fa ther judg es no one, but has en trust ed all judg ment to the 
Son, that all may hon or the Son just as they hon or the Fa ther. Who ev er does 
not hon or the Son does not hon or the Fa ther, who sent him.

“Very tru ly I tell you, who ev er  hears my word and be lieves him who 
sent me has eter nal life and will not be  judged but has  crossed over from 
 death to life. Very tru ly I tell you, a time is com ing and has now come when 
the dead will hear the  voice of the Son of God and  those who hear will live. 
For as the Fa ther has life in him self, so he has grant ed the Son also to have 
life in him self. And he has giv en him au thor i ty to  judge be cause he is the 
Son of Man.

“Do not be  amazed at this, for a time is com ing when all who are in 
 their  graves will hear his  voice and come out —   those who have done what 
is good will rise to live, and  those who have done what is evil will rise to be 
con demned. By my self I can do noth ing; I  judge only as I hear, and my judg-
ment is just, for I seek not to  please my self but him who sent me.

“If I tes ti fy  about my self, my tes ti mo ny is not true. There is an oth er who 
tes ti fies in my fa vor, and I know that his tes ti mo ny  about me is true.

“You have sent to John and he has tes ti fied to the  truth. Not that I ac-
cept hu man tes ti mo ny; but I men tion it that you may be  saved. John was 
a lamp that  burned and gave  light, and you  chose for a time to en joy his 
light.

“I have tes ti mo ny weight i er than that of John. For the  works that the 
Fa ther has giv en me to fin ish —  the very  works that I am do ing —  tes ti fy that 
the Fa ther has sent me. And the Fa ther who sent me has him self tes ti fied 
con cern ing me. You have nev er  heard his  voice nor seen his form, nor does 
his word  dwell in you, for you do not be lieve the one he sent. You  study the 
Scrip tures dil i gent ly be cause you  think that in them you have eter nal life. 
 These are the very Scrip tures that tes ti fy  about me, yet you refuse to come 
to me to have life.

“I do not ac cept glo ry from hu man be ings, but I know you. I know that 
you do not have the love of God in your  hearts. I have come in my Fa ther’s 
name, and you do not ac cept me; but if some one else  comes in his own 
name, you will ac cept him. How can you be lieve  since you ac cept glo ry 
from one an oth er but do not seek the glo ry that  comes from the only God ?

“But do not  think I will ac cuse you be fore the Fa ther. Your ac cus er is 
Mo ses, on whom your  hopes are set. If you be lieved Mo ses, you  would be-
lieve me, for he  wrote  about me. But  since you do not be lieve what he  wrote, 
how are you go ing to be lieve what I say?”
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2
2
Some time af ter this,  Jesus  crossed to the far  shore of the Sea of Gal i lee (that 
is, the Sea of Ti be ri as), and a  great  crowd of peo ple fol lowed him be cause 
they saw the  signs he had per formed by heal ing the sick. Then  Jesus went 
up on a moun tain side and sat down with his dis ci ples. The Jew ish Pass over 
Fes ti val was near.

When  Jesus  looked up and saw a  great  crowd com ing to ward him, he 
said to Phil ip, “Where  shall we buy  bread for  these peo ple to eat?” He  asked 
this only to test him, for he al ready had in mind what he was go ing to do.

Phil ip an swered him, “It  would take more than half a  year’s wag es to 
buy  enough  bread for each one to have a bite!”

An oth er of his dis ci ples, An drew, Si mon Pe ter’s broth er,  spoke up, 
“Here is a boy with five  small bar ley  loaves and two  small fish, but how far 
will they go  among so many?”

Jesus said, “Have the peo ple sit down.”  There was plen ty of  grass in that 
 place, and they sat down (about five thou sand men were  there). Jesus then 
took the  loaves, gave  thanks, and dis trib ut ed to  those who were seat ed as 
much as they want ed. He did the same with the fish.

When they had all had  enough to eat, he said to his dis ci ples, “Gath er 
the piec es that are left over. Let noth ing be wast ed.” So they gath ered them 
and  filled  twelve bas kets with the piec es of the five bar ley  loaves left over 
by  those who had eat en.

Af ter the peo ple saw the sign  Jesus per formed, they be gan to say, “Sure-
ly this is the Proph et who is to come into the  world.” Jesus, know ing that 
they in tend ed to come and make him king by  force, with drew  again to a 
moun tain by him self.
1
When eve ning came, his dis ci ples went down to the lake, where they got 
into a boat and set off  across the lake for Ca per na um. By now it was dark, 
and  Jesus had not yet  joined them. A  strong wind was blow ing and the wa-
ters grew  rough. When they had  rowed  about  three or  four  miles, they saw 
 Jesus ap proach ing the boat, walk ing on the wa ter; and they were fright-
ened. But he said to them, “It is I;  don’t be  afraid.” Then they were will ing to 
take him into the boat, and im me di ate ly the boat  reached the  shore  where 
they were head ing.
1
The next day the  crowd that had  stayed on the op po site  shore of the lake 
re al ized that only one boat had been  there, and that  Jesus had not en tered 
it with his dis ci ples, but that they had gone away  alone. Then some  boats 
from Ti be ri as land ed near the  place  where the peo ple had eat en the  bread 
af ter the Lord had giv en  thanks. Once the  crowd re al ized that nei ther  Jesus 
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nor his dis ci ples were  there, they got into the  boats and went to Ca per na um 
in  search of  Jesus.

When they  found him on the oth er side of the lake, they  asked him, 
“Rab bi, when did you get here?”

Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell you, you are look ing for me, not be-
cause you saw the  signs I per formed but be cause you ate the  loaves and 
had your fill. Do not work for food that  spoils, but for food that en dures to 
eter nal life,  which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Fa ther 
has  placed his seal of ap prov al.”

Then they  asked him, “What must we do to do the  works God re-
quires?”

Jesus an swered, “The work of God is this: to be lieve in the one he has 
sent.”

So they  asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and 
be lieve you? What will you do? Our an ces tors ate the man na in the wil der-
ness; as it is writ ten: ‘He gave them  bread from heav en to eat.’ ”

Jesus said to them, “Very tru ly I tell you, it is not Mo ses who has giv en 
you the  bread from heav en, but it is my Fa ther who  gives you the true  bread 
from heav en. For the  bread of God is the  bread that  comes down from heav-
en and  gives life to the world.”

“Sir,” they said, “al ways give us this bread.”
Then  Jesus de clared, “I am the  bread of life. Who ev er  comes to me will 

nev er go hun gry, and who ev er be lieves in me will nev er be  thirsty. But as I 
told you, you have seen me and  still you do not be lieve. All those the Fa ther 
 gives me will come to me, and who ev er  comes to me I will nev er  drive away. 
For I have come down from heav en not to do my will but to do the will of 
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I  shall lose 
none of all  those he has giv en me, but  raise them up at the last day. For my 
Fa ther’s will is that ev ery one who  looks to the Son and be lieves in him  shall 
have eter nal life, and I will  raise them up at the last day.”

At this the Jews  there be gan to grum ble  about him be cause he said, “I 
am the  bread that came down from heav en.” They said, “Is this not  Jesus, 
the son of Jo seph,  whose fa ther and moth er we know? How can he now say, 
‘I came down from heav en’?”

“Stop grum bling  among your selves,”  Jesus an swered. “No one can 
come to me un less the Fa ther who sent me  draws them, and I will  raise 
them up at the last day. It is writ ten in the Proph ets: ‘They will all be  taught 
by God.’ Ev ery one who has  heard the Fa ther and  learned from him  comes 
to me. No one has seen the Fa ther ex cept the one who is from God; only he 
has seen the Fa ther. Very tru ly I tell you, the one who be lieves has eter nal 
life. I am the  bread of life. Your an ces tors ate the man na in the wil der ness, 
yet they died. But here is the  bread that  comes down from heav en,  which 
any one may eat and not die. I am the liv ing  bread that came down from 
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heav en. Who ev er eats this  bread will live for ev er. This  bread is my  flesh, 
 which I will give for the life of the world.”

Then the Jews be gan to ar gue sharp ly  among them selves, “How can 
this man give us his  flesh to eat?”

Jesus said to them, “Very tru ly I tell you, un less you eat the  flesh of the 
Son of Man and  drink his  blood, you have no life in you. Who ev er eats my 
 flesh and  drinks my  blood has eter nal life, and I will  raise them up at the 
last day. For my  flesh is real food and my  blood is real  drink. Who ev er eats 
my  flesh and  drinks my  blood re mains in me, and I in them. Just as the liv-
ing Fa ther sent me and I live be cause of the Fa ther, so the one who  feeds on 
me will live be cause of me. This is the  bread that came down from heav en. 
Your an ces tors ate man na and died, but who ev er  feeds on this  bread will 
live for ev er.” He said this  while teach ing in the syn a gogue in Ca per na um.

On hear ing it, many of his dis ci ples said, “This is a hard teach ing. Who 
can ac cept it?”

Aware that his dis ci ples were grum bling  about this,  Jesus said to them, 
“Does this of fend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man as cend to  where 
he was be fore! The Spir it  gives life; the  flesh  counts for noth ing. The  words 
I have spo ken to you —  they are full of the Spir it and life. Yet  there are some 
of you who do not be lieve.” For  Jesus had  known from the be gin ning  which 
of them did not be lieve and who  would be tray him. He went on to say, “This 
is why I told you that no one can come to me un less the Fa ther has en abled 
them.”

From this time many of his dis ci ples  turned back and no lon ger fol-
lowed him.

“You do not want to  leave too, do you?”  Jesus  asked the Twelve.
Si mon Pe ter an swered him, “Lord, to whom  shall we go? You have the 

 words of eter nal life. We have come to be lieve and to know that you are the 
Holy One of God.”

Then  Jesus re plied, “Have I not cho sen you, the  Twelve? Yet one of you 
is a dev il!” (He  meant Ju das, the son of Si mon Is car i ot, who,  though one of 
the  Twelve, was lat er to be tray him.)
2
2
Af ter this,  Jesus went  around in Gal i lee. He did not want to go  about in Ju-
dea be cause the Jew ish lead ers  there were look ing for a way to kill him. But 
when the Jew ish Fes ti val of Tab er na cles was near, Jesus’ broth ers said to 
him, “Leave Gal i lee and go to Ju dea, so that your dis ci ples  there may see the 
 works you do. No one who  wants to be come a pub lic fig ure acts in se cret. 
 Since you are do ing  these  things, show your self to the  world.” For even his 
own broth ers did not be lieve in him.

There fore  Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time 
will do. The  world can not hate you, but it  hates me be cause I tes ti fy that 
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