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heav en. Who ev er eats this  bread will live for ev er. This  bread is my  flesh, 
 which I will give for the life of the world.”

Then the Jews be gan to ar gue sharp ly  among them selves, “How can 
this man give us his  flesh to eat?”

Jesus said to them, “Very tru ly I tell you, un less you eat the  flesh of the 
Son of Man and  drink his  blood, you have no life in you. Who ev er eats my 
 flesh and  drinks my  blood has eter nal life, and I will  raise them up at the 
last day. For my  flesh is real food and my  blood is real  drink. Who ev er eats 
my  flesh and  drinks my  blood re mains in me, and I in them. Just as the liv-
ing Fa ther sent me and I live be cause of the Fa ther, so the one who  feeds on 
me will live be cause of me. This is the  bread that came down from heav en. 
Your an ces tors ate man na and died, but who ev er  feeds on this  bread will 
live for ev er.” He said this  while teach ing in the syn a gogue in Ca per na um.

On hear ing it, many of his dis ci ples said, “This is a hard teach ing. Who 
can ac cept it?”

Aware that his dis ci ples were grum bling  about this,  Jesus said to them, 
“Does this of fend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man as cend to  where 
he was be fore! The Spir it  gives life; the  flesh  counts for noth ing. The  words 
I have spo ken to you —  they are full of the Spir it and life. Yet  there are some 
of you who do not be lieve.” For  Jesus had  known from the be gin ning  which 
of them did not be lieve and who  would be tray him. He went on to say, “This 
is why I told you that no one can come to me un less the Fa ther has en abled 
them.”

From this time many of his dis ci ples  turned back and no lon ger fol-
lowed him.

“You do not want to  leave too, do you?”  Jesus  asked the Twelve.
Si mon Pe ter an swered him, “Lord, to whom  shall we go? You have the 

 words of eter nal life. We have come to be lieve and to know that you are the 
Holy One of God.”

Then  Jesus re plied, “Have I not cho sen you, the  Twelve? Yet one of you 
is a dev il!” (He  meant Ju das, the son of Si mon Is car i ot, who,  though one of 
the  Twelve, was lat er to be tray him.)
2
2
Af ter this,  Jesus went  around in Gal i lee. He did not want to go  about in Ju-
dea be cause the Jew ish lead ers  there were look ing for a way to kill him. But 
when the Jew ish Fes ti val of Tab er na cles was near, Jesus’ broth ers said to 
him, “Leave Gal i lee and go to Ju dea, so that your dis ci ples  there may see the 
 works you do. No one who  wants to be come a pub lic fig ure acts in se cret. 
 Since you are do ing  these  things, show your self to the  world.” For even his 
own broth ers did not be lieve in him.

There fore  Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time 
will do. The  world can not hate you, but it  hates me be cause I tes ti fy that 
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its  works are evil. You go to the fes ti val. I am not go ing up to this fes ti val, 
be cause my time has not yet ful ly come.” After he had said this, he  stayed 
in Gal i lee.

How ev er, af ter his broth ers had left for the fes ti val, he went also, not 
pub lic ly, but in se cret. Now at the fes ti val the Jew ish lead ers were watch ing 
for  Jesus and ask ing, “Where is he?”

Among the  crowds  there was wide spread whis per ing  about him. Some 
said, “He is a good man.”

Oth ers re plied, “No, he de ceives the peo ple.” But no one  would say any-
thing pub lic ly  about him for fear of the lead ers.
1
Not un til half way  through the fes ti val did  Jesus go up to the tem ple  courts 
and be gin to  teach. The Jews  there were  amazed and  asked, “How did this 
man get such learn ing with out hav ing been taught?”

Jesus an swered, “My teach ing is not my own. It  comes from the one 
who sent me. Any one who choos es to do the will of God will find out wheth-
er my teach ing  comes from God or wheth er I  speak on my own. Who ev er 
 speaks on  their own does so to gain per son al glo ry, but he who  seeks the 
glo ry of the one who sent him is a man of  truth;  there is noth ing  false  about 
him. Has not Mo ses giv en you the law? Yet not one of you  keeps the law. 
Why are you try ing to kill me?”

“You are de mon-pos sessed,” the  crowd an swered. “Who is try ing to 
kill you?”

Jesus said to them, “I did one mir a cle, and you are all  amazed. Yet, be-
cause Mo ses gave you cir cum ci sion (though ac tu al ly it did not come from 
Mo ses, but from the pa tri archs), you cir cum cise a boy on the Sab bath. Now 
if a boy can be cir cum cised on the Sab bath so that the law of Mo ses may 
not be bro ken, why are you an gry with me for heal ing a  man’s  whole body 
on the Sab bath? Stop judg ing by mere ap pear anc es, but in stead  judge cor-
rect ly.”

At that  point some of the peo ple of Je ru sa lem be gan to ask, “Isn’t this 
the man they are try ing to kill? Here he is, speak ing pub lic ly, and they are 
not say ing a word to him. Have the au thor i ties real ly con clud ed that he 
is the Mes si ah? But we know  where this man is from; when the Mes si ah 
 comes, no one will know  where he is from.”

Then  Jesus,  still teach ing in the tem ple  courts,  cried out, “Yes, you know 
me, and you know  where I am from. I am not here on my own au thor i ty, but 
he who sent me is true. You do not know him, but I know him be cause I am 
from him and he sent me.”

At this they  tried to  seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, be cause 
his hour had not yet come. Still, many in the  crowd be lieved in him. They 
said, “When the Mes si ah  comes, will he per form more  signs than this 
man?”
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The Phar i sees  heard the  crowd whis per ing such  things  about him. 
Then the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees sent tem ple  guards to ar rest him.

Jesus said, “I am with you for only a  short time, and then I am go ing 
to the one who sent me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and 
 where I am, you can not come.”

The Jews said to one an oth er, “Where does this man in tend to go that 
we can not find him? Will he go  where our peo ple live scat tered  among the 
 Greeks, and  teach the  Greeks? What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look 
for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you can not come’?”
1
On the last and great est day of the fes ti val,  Jesus  stood and said in a loud 
 voice, “Let any one who is  thirsty come to me and  drink. Who ev er be lieves 
in me, as Scrip ture has said, riv ers of liv ing wa ter will flow from with in 
them.” By this he  meant the Spir it, whom  those who be lieved in him were 
lat er to re ceive. Up to that time the Spir it had not been giv en,  since  Jesus 
had not yet been glo ri fied.

On hear ing his  words, some of the peo ple said, “Sure ly this man is the 
Proph et.”

Oth ers said, “He is the Mes si ah.”
Still oth ers  asked, “How can the Mes si ah come from Gal i lee? Does not 

Scrip ture say that the Mes si ah will come from Da vid’s de scen dants and 
from Beth le hem, the town  where Da vid  lived?” Thus the peo ple were di-
vid ed be cause of  Jesus. Some want ed to  seize him, but no one laid a hand 
on him.

Fi nal ly the tem ple  guards went back to the  chief  priests and the Phar i-
sees, who  asked them, “Why  didn’t you  bring him in?”

“No one ever  spoke the way this man does,” the  guards re plied.
“You mean he has de ceived you also?” the Phar i sees re tort ed. “Have 

any of the rul ers or of the Phar i sees be lieved in him? No! But this mob that 
 knows noth ing of the law —   there is a  curse on them.”

Nic o de mus, who had gone to  Jesus ear li er and who was one of  their 
own num ber,  asked, “Does our law con demn a man with out  first hear ing 
him to find out what he has been do ing?”

They re plied, “Are you from Gal i lee, too? Look into it, and you will find 
that a proph et does not come out of Gal i lee.”

[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have this italic section. 

A few manuscripts include this material, wholly or in part, in other places 

in John’s Gospel or in the Gospel of Luke.]

Then they all went home, but  Jesus went to the  Mount of Ol ives.

At dawn he ap peared  again in the tem ple  courts,  where all the peo ple gath ered  around 
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him, and he sat down to  teach them. The teach ers of the law and the Phar i sees  brought in a 

wom an  caught in adul tery. They made her  stand be fore the  group and said to  Jesus, “Teach er, 

this wom an was  caught in the act of adul tery. In the Law Mo ses com mand ed us to  stone such 

wom en. Now what do you say?” They were us ing this ques tion as a trap, in or der to have a ba sis 

for ac cus ing him.

But  Jesus bent down and start ed to  write on the  ground with his fin ger. When they kept on 

ques tion ing him, he straight ened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is with out sin be 

the  first to  throw a  stone at her.”  Again he  stooped down and  wrote on the ground.

At this,  those who  heard be gan to go away one at a time, the old er ones  first, un til only  Jesus 

was left, with the wom an  still stand ing  there.  Jesus straight ened up and  asked her, “Wom an, 

 where are they? Has no one con demned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said.

“Then nei ther do I con demn you,”  Jesus de clared. “Go now and  leave your life of sin.”

When  Jesus  spoke  again to the peo ple, he said, “I am the  light of the 
 world. Who ev er fol lows me will nev er walk in dark ness, but will have the 
 light of life.”

The Phar i sees chal lenged him, “Here you are, ap pear ing as your own 
wit ness; your tes ti mo ny is not val id.”

Jesus an swered, “Even if I tes ti fy on my own be half, my tes ti mo ny is 
val id, for I know  where I came from and  where I am go ing. But you have 
no idea  where I come from or  where I am go ing. You  judge by hu man stan-
dards; I pass judg ment on no one. But if I do  judge, my de ci sions are true, 
be cause I am not  alone. I  stand with the Fa ther, who sent me. In your own 
Law it is writ ten that the tes ti mo ny of two wit ness es is true. I am one who 
tes ti fies for my self; my oth er wit ness is the Fa ther, who sent me.”

Then they  asked him, “Where is your fa ther?”
“You do not know me or my Fa ther,”  Jesus re plied. “If you knew me, you 

 would know my Fa ther also.” He  spoke  these  words  while teach ing in the 
tem ple  courts near the  place  where the of fer ings were put. Yet no one  seized 
him, be cause his hour had not yet come.
1
Once more  Jesus said to them, “I am go ing away, and you will look for me, 
and you will die in your sin.  Where I go, you can not come.”

This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill him self ? Is that why he says, 
‘Where I go, you can not come’?”

But he con tin ued, “You are from be low; I am from  above. You are of this 
 world; I am not of this  world. I told you that you  would die in your sins; if you 
do not be lieve that I am he, you will in deed die in your sins.”

“Who are you?” they asked.
“Just what I have been tell ing you from the be gin ning,”  Jesus re plied. 
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“I have much to say in judg ment of you. But he who sent me is trust wor thy, 
and what I have  heard from him I tell the world.”

They did not un der stand that he was tell ing them  about his Fa ther. So 
 Jesus said, “When you have lift ed up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am he and that I do noth ing on my own but  speak just what the Fa ther 
has  taught me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me  alone, for 
I al ways do what pleas es him.” Even as he  spoke, many be lieved in him.
1
To the Jews who had be lieved him,  Jesus said, “If you hold to my teach ing, 
you are real ly my dis ci ples. Then you will know the  truth, and the  truth will 
set you free.”

They an swered him, “We are Abra ham’s de scen dants and have nev er 
been  slaves of any one. How can you say that we  shall be set free?”

Jesus re plied, “Very tru ly I tell you, ev ery one who sins is a  slave to sin. 
Now a  slave has no per ma nent  place in the fam i ly, but a son be longs to it 
for ev er. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free in deed. I know that you 
are Abra ham’s de scen dants. Yet you are look ing for a way to kill me, be-
cause you have no room for my word. I am tell ing you what I have seen in 
the Fa ther’s pres ence, and you are do ing what you have  heard from your 
fa ther.”

“Abra ham is our fa ther,” they an swered.
“If you were Abra ham’s chil dren,” said  Jesus, “then you  would do what 

Abra ham did. As it is, you are look ing for a way to kill me, a man who has 
told you the  truth that I  heard from God. Abra ham did not do such  things. 
You are do ing the  works of your own fa ther.”

“We are not il le git i mate chil dren,” they pro test ed. “The only Fa ther we 
have is God him self.”

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Fa ther, you  would love me, for I 
have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why 
is my lan guage not  clear to you? Be cause you are un able to hear what I say. 
You be long to your fa ther, the dev il, and you want to car ry out your fa ther’s 
de sires. He was a mur der er from the be gin ning, not hold ing to the  truth, for 
 there is no  truth in him. When he lies, he  speaks his na tive lan guage, for he 
is a liar and the fa ther of lies. Yet be cause I tell the  truth, you do not be lieve 
me! Can any of you  prove me  guilty of sin? If I am tell ing the  truth, why  don’t 
you be lieve me? Who ev er be longs to God  hears what God says. The rea son 
you do not hear is that you do not be long to God.”

The Jews an swered him, “Aren’t we  right in say ing that you are a Sa-
mar i tan and de mon-pos sessed?”

“I am not pos sessed by a de mon,” said  Jesus, “but I hon or my Fa ther 
and you dis hon or me. I am not seek ing glo ry for my self; but  there is one 
who  seeks it, and he is the  judge. Very tru ly I tell you, who ev er  obeys my 
word will nev er see death.”
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At this they ex claimed, “Now we know that you are de mon-pos sessed! 
Abra ham died and so did the proph ets, yet you say that who ev er  obeys your 
word will nev er  taste  death. Are you great er than our fa ther Abra ham? He 
died, and so did the proph ets. Who do you  think you are?”

Jesus re plied, “If I glo ri fy my self, my glo ry  means noth ing. My Fa ther, 
whom you  claim as your God, is the one who glo ri fies me. Though you do 
not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I  would be a liar like you, 
but I do know him and obey his word. Your fa ther Abra ham re joiced at the 
 thought of see ing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

“You are not yet fif ty  years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen 
Abra ham!”

“Very tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus an swered, “be fore Abra ham was born, I 
am!” At this, they  picked up  stones to  stone him, but  Jesus hid him self, slip-
ping away from the tem ple grounds.
1
As he went  along, he saw a man  blind from  birth. His dis ci ples  asked him, 
“Rab bi, who  sinned, this man or his par ents, that he was born blind?”

“Nei ther this man nor his par ents  sinned,” said  Jesus, “but this hap-
pened so that the  works of God  might be dis played in him. As long as it is 
day, we must do the  works of him who sent me.  Night is com ing, when no 
one can work. While I am in the  world, I am the  light of the world.”

After say ing this, he spit on the  ground, made some mud with the sa-
li va, and put it on the  man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Si lo am” (this word  means “Sent”). So the man went and  washed, and came 
home see ing.

His neigh bors and  those who had for mer ly seen him beg ging  asked, 
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some  claimed that 
he was.

Oth ers said, “No, he only  looks like him.”
But he him self in sist ed, “I am the man.”
“How then were your eyes  opened?” they asked.
He re plied, “The man they call  Jesus made some mud and put it on my 

eyes. He told me to go to Si lo am and wash. So I went and  washed, and then 
I  could see.”

“Where is this man?” they  asked him.
“I  don’t know,” he said.
They  brought to the Phar i sees the man who had been  blind. Now the 

day on  which  Jesus had made the mud and  opened the  man’s eyes was a 
Sab bath. There fore the Phar i sees also  asked him how he had re ceived his 
 sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man re plied, “and I  washed, and now 
I see.”

Some of the Phar i sees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sab bath.”
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But oth ers  asked, “How can a sin ner per form such  signs?” So they were 
di vid ed.

Then they  turned  again to the  blind man, “What have you to say  about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man re plied, “He is a proph et.”
They  still did not be lieve that he had been  blind and had re ceived his 

 sight un til they sent for the  man’s par ents. “Is this your son?” they  asked. “Is 
this the one you say was born  blind? How is it that now he can see?”

“We know he is our son,” the par ents an swered, “and we know he was 
born  blind. But how he can see now, or who  opened his eyes, we  don’t know. 
Ask him. He is of age; he will  speak for him self.” His par ents said this be-
cause they were  afraid of the Jew ish lead ers, who al ready had de cid ed that 
any one who ac knowl edged that  Jesus was the Mes si ah  would be put out of 
the syn a gogue. That was why his par ents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

A sec ond time they sum moned the man who had been  blind. “Give glo-
ry to God by tell ing the  truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sin ner.”

He re plied, “Wheth er he is a sin ner or not, I  don’t know. One  thing I do 
know. I was  blind but now I see!”

Then they  asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?”

He an swered, “I have told you al ready and you did not lis ten. Why do 
you want to hear it  again? Do you want to be come his dis ci ples too?”

Then they  hurled in sults at him and said, “You are this fel low’s dis ci ple! 
We are dis ci ples of Mo ses! We know that God  spoke to Mo ses, but as for this 
fel low, we  don’t even know  where he  comes from.”

The man an swered, “Now that is re mark able! You  don’t know  where he 
 comes from, yet he  opened my eyes. We know that God does not lis ten to 
sin ners. He lis tens to the god ly per son who does his will. No body has ever 
 heard of open ing the eyes of a man born  blind. If this man were not from 
God, he  could do noth ing.”

To this they re plied, “You were  steeped in sin at  birth; how dare you 
lec ture us!” And they  threw him out.

Jesus  heard that they had  thrown him out, and when he  found him, he 
said, “Do you be lieve in the Son of Man?”

“Who is he, sir?” the man  asked. “Tell me so that I may be lieve in 
him.”

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speak ing with 
you.”

Then the man said, “Lord, I be lieve,” and he wor shiped him.
Jesus said, “For judg ment I have come into this  world, so that the  blind 

will see and  those who see will be come blind.”
Some Phar i sees who were with him  heard him say this and  asked, 

“What? Are we  blind too?”
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Jesus said, “If you were  blind, you  would not be  guilty of sin; but now 
that you  claim you can see, your  guilt re mains.

“Very tru ly I tell you Phar i sees, any one who does not en ter the  sheep 
pen by the gate, but  climbs in by some oth er way, is a  thief and a rob ber. 
The one who en ters by the gate is the shep herd of the  sheep. The gate keep er 
 opens the gate for him, and the  sheep lis ten to his  voice. He  calls his own 
 sheep by name and  leads them out. When he has  brought out all his own, 
he goes on  ahead of them, and his  sheep fol low him be cause they know 
his  voice. But they will nev er fol low a strang er; in fact, they will run away 
from him be cause they do not rec og nize a strang er’s  voice.” Jesus used this 
fig ure of  speech, but the Phar i sees did not un der stand what he was tell ing 
them.

There fore  Jesus said  again, “Very tru ly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
 sheep. All who have come be fore me are  thieves and rob bers, but the  sheep 
have not lis tened to them. I am the gate; who ev er en ters  through me will 
be  saved. They will come in and go out, and find pas ture. The  thief  comes 
only to  steal and kill and de stroy; I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.

“I am the good shep herd. The good shep herd lays down his life for the 
 sheep. The  hired hand is not the shep herd and does not own the  sheep. So 
when he sees the wolf com ing, he aban dons the  sheep and runs away. Then 
the wolf at tacks the  flock and scat ters it. The man runs away be cause he is 
a  hired hand and  cares noth ing for the sheep.

“I am the good shep herd; I know my  sheep and my  sheep know me —  
just as the Fa ther  knows me and I know the Fa ther —  and I lay down my life 
for the  sheep. I have oth er  sheep that are not of this  sheep pen. I must  bring 
them also. They too will lis ten to my  voice, and  there  shall be one  flock and 
one shep herd. The rea son my Fa ther  loves me is that I lay down my life —  
only to take it up  again. No one  takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
ac cord. I have au thor i ty to lay it down and au thor i ty to take it up  again. This 
com mand I re ceived from my Fa ther.”

The Jews who  heard  these  words were  again di vid ed. Many of them 
said, “He is de mon-pos sessed and rav ing mad. Why lis ten to him?”

But oth ers said, “These are not the say ings of a man pos sessed by a de-
mon. Can a de mon open the eyes of the blind?”
2
2
Then came the Fes ti val of Ded i ca tion at Je ru sa lem. It was win ter, and  Jesus 
was in the tem ple  courts walk ing in Sol o mon’s Col on nade. The Jews who 
were  there gath ered  around him, say ing, “How long will you keep us in sus-
pense? If you are the Mes si ah, tell us plain ly.”

Jesus an swered, “I did tell you, but you do not be lieve. The  works I do 
in my Fa ther’s name tes ti fy  about me, but you do not be lieve be cause you 
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are not my  sheep. My  sheep lis ten to my  voice; I know them, and they fol low 
me. I give them eter nal life, and they  shall nev er per ish; no one will  snatch 
them out of my hand. My Fa ther, who has giv en them to me, is great er than 
all; no one can  snatch them out of my Fa ther’s hand. I and the Fa ther are 
one.”

Again his Jew ish op po nents  picked up  stones to  stone him, but  Jesus 
said to them, “I have  shown you many good  works from the Fa ther. For 
 which of  these do you  stone me?”

“We are not ston ing you for any good work,” they re plied, “but for blas-
phe my, be cause you, a mere man,  claim to be God.”

Jesus an swered them, “Is it not writ ten in your Law, ‘I have said you 
are “gods” ’ ? If he  called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came —  and 
Scrip ture can not be set  aside —  what  about the one whom the Fa ther set 
 apart as his very own and sent into the  world? Why then do you ac cuse me 
of blas phe my be cause I said, ‘I am  God’s Son’? Do not be lieve me un less I 
do the  works of my Fa ther. But if I do them, even  though you do not be lieve 
me, be lieve the  works, that you may know and un der stand that the Fa ther 
is in me, and I in the Fa ther.” Again they  tried to  seize him, but he es caped 
 their grasp.

Then  Jesus went back  across the Jor dan to the  place  where John had 
been bap tiz ing in the ear ly days. There he  stayed, and many peo ple came 
to him. They said, “Though John nev er per formed a sign, all that John said 
 about this man was true.” And in that  place many be lieved in  Jesus.
2
2
Now a man  named Laz a rus was sick. He was from Beth a ny, the vil lage of 
Mary and her sis ter Mar tha. (This Mary,  whose broth er Laz a rus now lay 
sick, was the same one who  poured per fume on the Lord and  wiped his 
feet with her hair.) So the sis ters sent word to  Jesus, “Lord, the one you love 
is sick.”

When he  heard this,  Jesus said, “This sick ness will not end in  death. 
No, it is for  God’s glo ry so that  God’s Son may be glo ri fied  through it.” Now 
 Jesus  loved Mar tha and her sis ter and Laz a rus. So when he  heard that Laz-
a rus was sick, he  stayed  where he was two more days, and then he said to 
his dis ci ples, “Let us go back to Ju dea.”

“But Rab bi,” they said, “a  short  while ago the Jews  there  tried to  stone 
you, and yet you are go ing back?”

Jesus an swered, “Are  there not  twelve  hours of day light? Any one who 
walks in the day time will not stum ble, for they see by this  world’s  light. It is 
when a per son walks at  night that they stum ble, for they have no light.”

Af ter he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our  friend Laz a rus has 
fall en  asleep; but I am go ing  there to wake him up.”

His dis ci ples re plied, “Lord, if he  sleeps, he will get bet ter.” Jesus had 
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been speak ing of his  death, but his dis ci ples  thought he  meant nat u ral 
sleep.

So then he told them plain ly, “Laz a rus is dead, and for your sake I am 
glad I was not  there, so that you may be lieve. But let us go to him.”

Then Thom as (also  known as Did y mus ) said to the rest of the dis ci ples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

On his ar riv al,  Jesus  found that Laz a rus had al ready been in the tomb 
for four days. Now Beth a ny was less than two  miles from Je ru sa lem, and 
many Jews had come to Mar tha and Mary to com fort them in the loss of 
 their broth er. When Mar tha  heard that  Jesus was com ing, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary  stayed at home.

“Lord,” Mar tha said to  Jesus, “if you had been here, my broth er  would 
not have died. But I know that even now God will give you what ev er you 
ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your broth er will rise again.”
Mar tha an swered, “I know he will rise  again in the res ur rec tion at the 

last day.”
Jesus said to her, “I am the res ur rec tion and the life. The one who be-

lieves in me will live, even  though they die; and who ev er  lives by be liev ing 
in me will nev er die. Do you be lieve this?”

“Yes, Lord,” she re plied, “I be lieve that you are the Mes si ah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.”

Af ter she had said this, she went back and  called her sis ter Mary  aside. 
“The Teach er is here,” she said, “and is ask ing for you.” When Mary  heard 
this, she got up quick ly and went to him. Now  Jesus had not yet en tered the 
vil lage, but was  still at the  place  where Mar tha had met him. When the Jews 
who had been with Mary in the  house, com fort ing her, no ticed how quick ly 
she got up and went out, they fol lowed her, sup pos ing she was go ing to the 
tomb to  mourn there.

When Mary  reached the  place  where  Jesus was and saw him, she fell 
at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my broth er  would not have 
died.”

When  Jesus saw her weep ing, and the Jews who had come  along with 
her also weep ing, he was deep ly  moved in spir it and trou bled. “Where have 
you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they re plied.
Jesus wept.
Then the Jews said, “See how he  loved him!”
But some of them said, “Could not he who  opened the eyes of the  blind 

man have kept this man from dy ing?”
Jesus, once more deep ly  moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 

 stone laid  across the en trance. “Take away the  stone,” he said.
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“But, Lord,” said Mar tha, the sis ter of the dead man, “by this time  there 
is a bad odor, for he has been  there four days.”

Then  Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you be lieve, you will see the 
glo ry of God?”

So they took away the  stone. Then  Jesus  looked up and said, “Fa ther, 
I  thank you that you have  heard me. I knew that you al ways hear me, but I 
said this for the ben e fit of the peo ple stand ing here, that they may be lieve 
that you sent me.”

When he had said this,  Jesus  called in a loud  voice, “Laz a rus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his  hands and feet  wrapped with  strips of 
lin en, and a  cloth  around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the  grave  clothes and let him go.”
1
There fore many of the Jews who had come to vis it Mary, and had seen what 
 Jesus did, be lieved in him. But some of them went to the Phar i sees and told 
them what  Jesus had done. Then the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees  called 
a meet ing of the San he drin.

“What are we ac com plish ing?” they  asked. “Here is this man per form-
ing many  signs. If we let him go on like this, ev ery one will be lieve in him, 
and then the Ro mans will come and take away both our tem ple and our 
na tion.”

Then one of them,  named Cai a phas, who was high  priest that year, 
 spoke up, “You know noth ing at all! You do not re al ize that it is bet ter for 
you that one man die for the peo ple than that the  whole na tion per ish.”

He did not say this on his own, but as high  priest that year he proph e-
sied that  Jesus  would die for the Jew ish na tion, and not only for that na tion 
but also for the scat tered chil dren of God, to  bring them to geth er and make 
them one. So from that day on they plot ted to take his life.

There fore  Jesus no lon ger  moved  about pub lic ly  among the peo ple of 
Ju dea. In stead he with drew to a re gion near the wil der ness, to a vil lage 
 called Ephra im,  where he  stayed with his dis ci ples.

When it was al most time for the Jew ish Pass over, many went up from 
the coun try to Je ru sa lem for  their cer e mo ni al cleans ing be fore the Pass-
over. They kept look ing for  Jesus, and as they  stood in the tem ple  courts 
they  asked one an oth er, “What do you  think?  Isn’t he com ing to the fes ti val 
at all?” But the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees had giv en or ders that any one 
who  found out  where  Jesus was  should re port it so that they  might ar rest 
him.
1
Six days be fore the Pass over,  Jesus came to Beth a ny,  where Laz a rus  lived, 
whom  Jesus had  raised from the dead. Here a din ner was giv en in  Jesus’ 
hon or. Mar tha  served,  while Laz a rus was  among  those re clin ing at the ta-
ble with him. Then Mary took  about a pint of pure nard, an ex pen sive per-
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fume; she  poured it on  Jesus’ feet and  wiped his feet with her hair. And the 
 house was  filled with the fra grance of the per fume.

But one of his dis ci ples, Ju das Is car i ot, who was lat er to be tray him, ob-
ject ed, “Why  wasn’t this per fume sold and the mon ey giv en to the poor? It 
was  worth a  year’s wag es.” He did not say this be cause he  cared  about the 
poor but be cause he was a  thief; as keep er of the mon ey bag, he used to help 
him self to what was put into it.

“Leave her  alone,”  Jesus re plied. “It was in tend ed that she  should save 
this per fume for the day of my buri al. You will al ways have the poor  among 
you, but you will not al ways have me.”
1
Mean while a  large  crowd of Jews  found out that  Jesus was  there and came, 
not only be cause of him but also to see Laz a rus, whom he had  raised from 
the dead. So the  chief  priests made  plans to kill Laz a rus as well, for on ac-
count of him many of the Jews were go ing over to  Jesus and be liev ing in 
him.

The next day the  great  crowd that had come for the fes ti val  heard that 
 Jesus was on his way to Je ru sa lem. They took palm branch es and went out 
to meet him, shout ing,

  “Hosanna!”

  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

  “Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Jesus  found a  young don key and sat on it, as it is writ ten:

  “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
  see, your king is coming,
  seated on a donkey’s colt.”

At  first his dis ci ples did not un der stand all this. Only af ter  Jesus was 
glo ri fied did they re al ize that  these  things had been writ ten  about him and 
that  these  things had been done to him.

Now the  crowd that was with him when he  called Laz a rus from the 
tomb and  raised him from the dead con tin ued to  spread the word. Many 
peo ple, be cause they had  heard that he had per formed this sign, went out 
to meet him. So the Phar i sees said to one an oth er, “See, this is get ting us 
no where. Look how the  whole  world has gone af ter him!”
1
Now  there were some  Greeks  among  those who went up to wor ship at the 
fes ti val. They came to Phil ip, who was from Beth sa i da in Gal i lee, with a 
re quest. “Sir,” they said, “we  would like to see  Jesus.” Phil ip went to tell An-
drew; An drew and Phil ip in turn told  Jesus.
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Jesus re plied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glo ri fied. 
Very tru ly I tell you, un less a ker nel of  wheat  falls to the  ground and dies, 
it re mains only a sin gle seed. But if it dies, it pro duc es many  seeds. Any-
one who loves  their life will lose it,  while any one who hates  their life in 
this  world will keep it for eter nal life. Who ev er  serves me must fol low me; 
and  where I am, my ser vant also will be. My Fa ther will hon or the one who 
 serves me.

“Now my soul is trou bled, and what  shall I say? ‘Fa ther, save me from 
this hour’? No, it was for this very rea son I came to this hour. Fa ther, glo ri fy 
your name!”

Then a  voice came from heav en, “I have glo ri fied it, and will glo ri fy it 
 again.” The  crowd that was  there and  heard it said it had thun dered; oth ers 
said an an gel had spo ken to him.

Jesus said, “This  voice was for your ben e fit, not mine. Now is the time 
for judg ment on this  world; now the  prince of this  world will be driv en out. 
And I, when I am lift ed up from the  earth, will draw all peo ple to my self.” 
He said this to show the kind of  death he was go ing to die.

The  crowd  spoke up, “We have  heard from the Law that the Mes si ah 
will re main for ev er, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lift ed up’? 
Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”

Then  Jesus told them, “You are go ing to have the  light just a lit tle  while 
lon ger. Walk  while you have the  light, be fore dark ness over takes you. Who-
ever walks in the dark does not know  where they are go ing. Be lieve in the 
 light  while you have the  light, so that you may be come chil dren of  light.” 
When he had fin ished speak ing,  Jesus left and hid him self from them.
1
Even af ter  Jesus had per formed so many  signs in  their pres ence, they 
 still  would not be lieve in him. This was to ful fill the word of Isa iah the 
proph et:

  “Lord, who has believed our message
  and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

For this rea son they  could not be lieve, be cause, as Isa iah says else-
where:

  “He has blinded their eyes
  and hardened their hearts,
  so they can neither see with their eyes,
  nor understand with their hearts,
  nor turn —  and I would heal them.”

Isa iah said this be cause he saw  Jesus’ glo ry and  spoke  about him.
Yet at the same time many even  among the lead ers be lieved in him. But 
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be cause of the Phar i sees they  would not open ly ac knowl edge  their  faith for 
fear they  would be put out of the syn a gogue; for they  loved hu man  praise 
more than  praise from  God.

Then  Jesus  cried out, “Who ever be lieves in me does not be lieve in me 
only, but in the one who sent me. The one who looks at me is see ing the one 
who sent me. I have come into the  world as a  light, so that no one who be-
lieves in me  should stay in dark ness.

“If any one  hears my  words but does not keep them, I do not  judge that 
per son. For I did not come to  judge the  world, but to save the  world. There is 
a  judge for the one who re jects me and does not ac cept my  words; the very 
 words I have spo ken will con demn them at the last day. For I did not  speak 
on my own, but the Fa ther who sent me com mand ed me to say all that I 
have spo ken. I know that his com mand  leads to eter nal life. So what ev er I 
say is just what the Fa ther has told me to say.”
3
3
3

I t was just be fore the Pass over Fes ti val.  Jesus knew that the hour had 
come for him to  leave this  world and go to the Fa ther. Hav ing  loved his 

own who were in the  world, he  loved them to the end.
The eve ning meal was in prog ress, and the dev il had al ready prompt ed 

Ju das, the son of Si mon Is car i ot, to be tray  Jesus. Jesus knew that the Fa ther 
had put all  things un der his pow er, and that he had come from God and was 
re turn ing to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his out er cloth ing, 
and  wrapped a tow el  around his  waist. Af ter that, he  poured wa ter into a 
ba sin and be gan to wash his dis ci ples’ feet, dry ing them with the tow el that 
was  wrapped  around him.

He came to Si mon Pe ter, who said to him, “Lord, are you go ing to wash 
my feet?”

Jesus re plied, “You do not re al ize now what I am do ing, but lat er you 
will un der stand.”

“No,” said Pe ter, “you  shall nev er wash my feet.”
Jesus an swered, “Un less I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Si mon Pe ter re plied, “not just my feet but my  hands and 

my head as well!”
Jesus an swered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash  their 

feet;  their  whole body is  clean. And you are  clean,  though not ev ery one of 
you.” For he knew who was go ing to be tray him, and that was why he said 
not ev ery one was clean.

When he had fin ished wash ing  their feet, he put on his  clothes and 
re turned to his  place. “Do you un der stand what I have done for you?” he 
 asked them. “You call me ‘Teach er’ and ‘Lord,’ and right ly so, for that is 
what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teach er, have  washed your feet, you 
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