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6:6–7:10

64 | Luke-Acts  

Par me nas, and Nic o las from An ti och, a con vert to Ju da ism. They pre sent ed 
these men to the apos tles, who  prayed and laid  their  hands on them.

So the word of God  spread. The num ber of dis ci ples in Je ru sa lem in-
creased rap id ly, and a  large num ber of  priests be came obe di ent to the 
faith.
2
2

N ow Ste phen, a man full of  God’s  grace and pow er, per formed  great 
won ders and  signs  among the peo ple. Op po si tion  arose, how ev er, 

from mem bers of the Syn a gogue of the Freed men (as it was  called) —  Jews 
of Cy re ne and Al ex an dria as well as the prov inc es of Ci li cia and Asia —  who 
be gan to ar gue with Ste phen. But they  could not  stand up  against the wis-
dom the Spir it gave him as he spoke.

Then they se cret ly per suad ed some men to say, “We have  heard Ste-
phen  speak blas phe mous  words  against Mo ses and  against God.”

So they  stirred up the peo ple and the el ders and the teach ers of the 
law. They  seized Ste phen and  brought him be fore the San he drin. They 
pro duced  false wit ness es, who tes ti fied, “This fel low nev er  stops speak ing 
 against this holy  place and  against the law. For we have  heard him say that 
this  Jesus of Naz a reth will de stroy this  place and  change the cus toms Mo-
ses hand ed down to us.”

All who were sit ting in the San he drin  looked in tent ly at Ste phen, and 
they saw that his face was like the face of an an gel.

Then the high  priest  asked Ste phen, “Are  these charg es true?”
To this he re plied: “Broth ers and fa thers, lis ten to me! The God of glo ry 

ap peared to our fa ther Abra ham  while he was  still in Mes o po ta mia, be fore 
he  lived in Har ran. ‘Leave your coun try and your peo ple,’ God said, ‘and go 
to the land I will show you.’

“So he left the land of the Chal de ans and set tled in Har ran. Af ter the 
 death of his fa ther, God sent him to this land  where you are now liv ing. He 
gave him no in her i tance here, not even  enough  ground to set his foot on. 
But God prom ised him that he and his de scen dants af ter him  would pos-
sess the land, even  though at that time Abra ham had no  child. God  spoke to 
him in this way: ‘For four hun dred  years your de scen dants will be strang ers 
in a coun try not  their own, and they will be en slaved and mis treat ed. But I 
will pun ish the na tion they  serve as  slaves,’ God said, ‘and af ter ward they 
will come out of that coun try and wor ship me in this  place.’ Then he gave 
Abra ham the cov enant of cir cum ci sion. And Abra ham be came the fa ther 
of  Isaac and cir cum cised him  eight days af ter his  birth. Lat er  Isaac be came 
the fa ther of Ja cob, and Ja cob be came the fa ther of the  twelve pa tri archs.

“Be cause the pa tri archs were jeal ous of Jo seph, they sold him as a  slave 
into  Egypt. But God was with him and res cued him from all his trou bles. He 
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7:11–7:35

  Luke-Acts | 65

gave Jo seph wis dom and en abled him to gain the good will of Phar aoh king 
of  Egypt. So Phar aoh made him rul er over  Egypt and all his pal ace.

“Then a fam ine  struck all  Egypt and Ca naan, bring ing  great suf fer ing, 
and our an ces tors  could not find food. When Ja cob  heard that  there was 
 grain in  Egypt, he sent our fore fa thers on  their  first vis it. On  their sec ond 
vis it, Jo seph told his broth ers who he was, and Phar aoh  learned  about Jo-
seph’s fam i ly. Af ter this, Jo seph sent for his fa ther Ja cob and his  whole fam-
i ly, sev en ty-five in all. Then Ja cob went down to  Egypt,  where he and our 
an ces tors died. Their bod ies were  brought back to She chem and  placed in 
the tomb that Abra ham had  bought from the sons of Ha mor at She chem for 
a cer tain sum of mon ey.

“As the time drew near for God to ful fill his prom ise to Abra ham, the 
num ber of our peo ple in  Egypt had great ly in creased. Then ‘a new king, to 
whom Jo seph  meant noth ing, came to pow er in  Egypt.’ He  dealt treach-
er ous ly with our peo ple and op pressed our an ces tors by forc ing them to 
 throw out  their new born ba bies so that they  would die.

“At that time Mo ses was born, and he was no or di nary  child. For  three 
 months he was  cared for by his fam i ly. When he was  placed out side, Phar-
aoh’s daugh ter took him and  brought him up as her own son. Mo ses was 
ed u cat ed in all the wis dom of the Egyp tians and was pow er ful in  speech 
and ac tion.

“When Mo ses was for ty  years old, he de cid ed to vis it his own peo ple, 
the Is ra el ites. He saw one of them be ing mis treat ed by an Egyp tian, so he 
went to his de fense and  avenged him by kill ing the Egyp tian. Mo ses  thought 
that his own peo ple  would re al ize that God was us ing him to res cue them, 
but they did not. The next day Mo ses came upon two Is ra el ites who were 
fight ing. He  tried to rec on cile them by say ing, ‘Men, you are broth ers; why 
do you want to hurt each oth er?’

“But the man who was mis treat ing the oth er  pushed Mo ses  aside and 
said, ‘Who made you rul er and  judge over us? Are you think ing of kill ing 
me as you  killed the Egyp tian yes ter day?’ When Mo ses  heard this, he fled 
to Mid i an,  where he set tled as a for eign er and had two sons.

“Af ter for ty  years had  passed, an an gel ap peared to Mo ses in the  flames 
of a burn ing bush in the des ert near  Mount Si nai. When he saw this, he was 
 amazed at the  sight. As he went over to get a clos er look, he  heard the Lord 
say: ‘I am the God of your fa thers, the God of Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob.’ 
Mo ses trem bled with fear and did not dare to look.

“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your san dals, for the  place  where 
you are stand ing is holy  ground. I have in deed seen the op pres sion of my 
peo ple in  Egypt. I have  heard  their groan ing and have come down to set 
them free. Now come, I will send you back to Egypt.’

“This is the same Mo ses they had re ject ed with the  words, ‘Who made 
you rul er and  judge?’ He was sent to be  their rul er and de liv er er by God 

01NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd   6501NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd   65 5/11/2011   6:52:06 PM5/11/2011   6:52:06 PM



7:36–7:52

66 | Luke-Acts  

him self,  through the an gel who ap peared to him in the bush. He led them 
out of  Egypt and per formed won ders and  signs in  Egypt, at the Red Sea and 
for for ty  years in the wil der ness.

“This is the Mo ses who told the Is ra el ites, ‘God will raise up for you a 
proph et like me from your own peo ple.’ He was in the as sem bly in the wil-
der ness, with the an gel who  spoke to him on  Mount Si nai, and with our 
an ces tors; and he re ceived liv ing  words to pass on to us.

“But our an ces tors re fused to obey him. In stead, they re ject ed him and 
in  their  hearts  turned back to  Egypt. They told Aar on, ‘Make us gods who 
will go be fore us. As for this fel low Mo ses who led us out of  Egypt —  we  don’t 
know what has hap pened to him!’ That was the time they made an idol in 
the form of a calf. They  brought sac ri fic es to it and rev eled in what  their 
own  hands had made. But God  turned away from them and gave them over 
to the wor ship of the sun, moon and  stars. This  agrees with what is writ ten 
in the book of the proph ets:

  “ ‘Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings
  forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel?
  You have taken up the tabernacle of Molek
  and the star of your god Rephan,
  the idols you made to worship.
  Therefore I will send you into exile’ beyond Babylon.

“Our an ces tors had the tab er na cle of the cov enant law with them in 
the wil der ness. It had been made as God di rect ed Mo ses, ac cord ing to the 
pat tern he had seen. After re ceiv ing the tab er na cle, our an ces tors un der 
Josh ua  brought it with them when they took the land from the na tions God 
 drove out be fore them. It re mained in the land un til the time of Da vid, who 
en joyed  God’s fa vor and  asked that he  might pro vide a dwell ing  place for 
the God of Ja cob. But it was Sol o mon who  built a  house for him.

“How ev er, the Most High does not live in hous es made by hu man 
 hands. As the proph et says:

  “ ‘Heaven is my throne,
  and the earth is my footstool.
  What kind of house will you build for me?

says the Lord.
  Or where will my resting place be?
  Has not my hand made all these things?’

“You  stiff- necked peo ple! Your  hearts and ears are  still un cir cum cised. 
You are just like your an ces tors: You al ways re sist the Holy Spir it! Was  there 
ever a proph et your an ces tors did not per se cute? They even  killed  those 
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who pre dict ed the com ing of the Righ teous One. And now you have be-
trayed and mur dered him — you who have re ceived the law that was giv en 
 through an gels but have not  obeyed it.”

When the mem bers of the San he drin  heard this, they were fu ri ous and 
 gnashed  their  teeth at him. But Ste phen, full of the Holy Spir it,  looked up 
to heav en and saw the glo ry of God, and  Jesus stand ing at the  right hand 
of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heav en open and the Son of Man stand ing at 
the  right hand of God.”

At this they cov ered  their ears and, yell ing at the top of  their voic es, 
they all  rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and be gan to  stone him. 
Mean while, the wit ness es laid  their  coats at the feet of a  young man  named 
Saul.

While they were ston ing him, Ste phen  prayed, “Lord  Jesus, re ceive my 
spir it.” Then he fell on his  knees and  cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
 against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

And Saul ap proved of  their kill ing him.
On that day a  great per se cu tion  broke out  against the  church in Je ru-

sa lem, and all ex cept the apos tles were scat tered through out Ju dea and Sa-
mar ia. God ly men bur ied Ste phen and  mourned deep ly for him. But Saul 
be gan to de stroy the  church. Go ing from  house to  house, he  dragged off 
both men and wom en and put them in pris on.
1
Those who had been scat tered  preached the word wher ev er they went. 
Phil ip went down to a city in Sa mar ia and pro claimed the Mes si ah  there. 
When the  crowds  heard Phil ip and saw the  signs he per formed, they all 
paid  close at ten tion to what he said. For with  shrieks, im pure spir its came 
out of many, and many who were par a lyzed or lame were  healed. So  there 
was  great joy in that city.

Now for some time a man  named Si mon had prac ticed sor cery in the 
city and  amazed all the peo ple of Sa mar ia. He boast ed that he was some-
one  great, and all the peo ple, both high and low, gave him  their at ten tion 
and ex claimed, “This man is right ly  called the  Great Pow er of God.” They 
fol lowed him be cause he had  amazed them for a long time with his sor cery. 
But when they be lieved Phil ip as he pro claimed the good news of the king-
dom of God and the name of  Jesus  Christ, they were bap tized, both men 
and wom en. Si mon him self be lieved and was bap tized. And he fol lowed 
Phil ip ev ery where, as ton ished by the  great  signs and mir a cles he saw.

When the apos tles in Je ru sa lem  heard that Sa mar ia had ac cept ed the 
word of God, they sent Pe ter and John to Sa mar ia. When they ar rived, they 
 prayed for the new be liev ers  there that they  might re ceive the Holy Spir it, 
be cause the Holy Spir it had not yet come on any of them; they had sim ply 
been bap tized in the name of the Lord  Jesus. Then Pe ter and John  placed 
 their  hands on them, and they re ceived the Holy Spir it.
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When Si mon saw that the Spir it was giv en at the lay ing on of the apos-
tles’  hands, he of fered them mon ey and said, “Give me also this abil i ty so 
that ev ery one on whom I lay my  hands may re ceive the Holy Spir it.”

Pe ter an swered: “May your mon ey per ish with you, be cause you 
 thought you  could buy the gift of God with mon ey! You have no part or 
 share in this min is try, be cause your  heart is not  right be fore God. Re pent 
of this wick ed ness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may for give you 
for hav ing such a  thought in your  heart. For I see that you are full of bit ter-
ness and cap tive to sin.”

Then Si mon an swered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that noth ing you 
have said may hap pen to me.”

Af ter they had fur ther pro claimed the word of the Lord and tes ti fied 
 about  Jesus, Pe ter and John re turned to Je ru sa lem, preach ing the gos pel in 
many Sa mar i tan vil lag es.
1
Now an an gel of the Lord said to Phil ip, “Go  south to the road —  the des ert 
road —  that goes down from Je ru sa lem to Gaza.” So he start ed out, and on 
his way he met an Ethi o pi an eu nuch, an im por tant of fi cial in  charge of all 
the trea sury of the Kan da ke (which  means “queen of the Ethi o pi ans”). This 
man had gone to Je ru sa lem to wor ship, and on his way home was sit ting in 
his char i ot read ing the Book of Isa iah the proph et. The Spir it told Phil ip, 
“Go to that char i ot and stay near it.”

Then Phil ip ran up to the char i ot and  heard the man read ing Isa iah the 
proph et. “Do you un der stand what you are read ing?” Phil ip asked.

“How can I,” he said, “un less some one ex plains it to me?” So he in vit ed 
Phil ip to come up and sit with him.

This is the pas sage of Scrip ture the eu nuch was read ing:

  “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
  and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
  so he did not open his mouth.
  In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
  Who can speak of his descendants?
  For his life was taken from the earth.”

The eu nuch  asked Phil ip, “Tell me,  please, who is the proph et talk ing 
 about, him self or some one else?” Then Phil ip be gan with that very pas sage 
of Scrip ture and told him the good news  about  Jesus.

As they trav eled  along the road, they came to some wa ter and the eu-
nuch said, “Look, here is wa ter. What can  stand in the way of my be ing 
bap tized?” And he gave or ders to stop the char i ot. Then both Phil ip and 
the eu nuch went down into the wa ter and Phil ip bap tized him. When they 
came up out of the wa ter, the Spir it of the Lord sud den ly took Phil ip away, 
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and the eu nuch did not see him  again, but went on his way re joic ing. Phil ip, 
how ev er, ap peared at Azo tus and trav eled  about, preach ing the gos pel in 
all the  towns un til he  reached Caes a rea.
1
Mean while, Saul was  still breath ing out mur der ous  threats  against the 
 Lord’s dis ci ples. He went to the high  priest and  asked him for let ters to the 
syn a gogues in Da mas cus, so that if he  found any  there who be longed to 
the Way, wheth er men or wom en, he  might take them as pris on ers to Je ru-
sa lem. As he  neared Da mas cus on his jour ney, sud den ly a  light from heav-
en  flashed  around him. He fell to the  ground and  heard a  voice say to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you per se cute me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am  Jesus, whom you are per se cut ing,” he re plied. “Now get up and 

go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
The men trav el ing with Saul  stood  there speech less; they  heard the 

 sound but did not see any one. Saul got up from the  ground, but when he 
 opened his eyes he  could see noth ing. So they led him by the hand into Da-
mas cus. For  three days he was  blind, and did not eat or  drink any thing.

In Da mas cus  there was a dis ci ple  named An a ni as. The Lord  called to 
him in a vi sion, “An a ni as!”

“Yes, Lord,” he an swered.
The Lord told him, “Go to the  house of Ju das on  Straight  Street and 

ask for a man from Tar sus  named Saul, for he is pray ing. In a vi sion he has 
seen a man  named An a ni as come and  place his  hands on him to re store 
his sight.”

“Lord,” An a ni as an swered, “I have  heard many re ports  about this man 
and all the harm he has done to your holy peo ple in Je ru sa lem. And he has 
come here with au thor i ty from the  chief  priests to ar rest all who call on 
your name.”

But the Lord said to An a ni as, “Go! This man is my cho sen in stru ment 
to pro claim my name to the Gen tiles and  their  kings and to the peo ple of 
Is ra el. I will show him how much he must suf fer for my name.”

Then An a ni as went to the  house and en tered it. Plac ing his  hands on 
Saul, he said, “Broth er Saul, the Lord —   Jesus, who ap peared to you on the 
road as you were com ing here —  has sent me so that you may see  again and 
be  filled with the Holy Spir it.” Im me di ate ly, some thing like  scales fell from 
 Saul’s eyes, and he  could see  again. He got up and was bap tized, and af ter 
tak ing some food, he re gained his strength.

Saul  spent sev er al days with the dis ci ples in Da mas cus. At once he be-
gan to  preach in the syn a gogues that  Jesus is the Son of God. All  those who 
 heard him were as ton ished and  asked, “Isn’t he the man who  raised hav oc 
in Je ru sa lem  among  those who call on this name? And  hasn’t he come here 
to take them as pris on ers to the  chief  priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more 
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pow er ful and baf fled the Jews liv ing in Da mas cus by prov ing that  Jesus is 
the Mes si ah.

Af ter many days had gone by,  there was a con spir a cy  among the Jews to 
kill him, but Saul  learned of  their plan. Day and  night they kept  close  watch 
on the city  gates in or der to kill him. But his fol low ers took him by  night and 
low ered him in a bas ket  through an open ing in the wall.

When he came to Je ru sa lem, he  tried to join the dis ci ples, but they were 
all  afraid of him, not be liev ing that he real ly was a dis ci ple. But Bar na bas 
took him and  brought him to the apos tles. He told them how Saul on his 
jour ney had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spo ken to him, and how in 
Da mas cus he had  preached fear less ly in the name of  Jesus. So Saul  stayed 
with them and  moved  about free ly in Je ru sa lem, speak ing bold ly in the 
name of the Lord. He  talked and de bat ed with the Hel len is tic Jews, but they 
 tried to kill him. When the be liev ers  learned of this, they took him down to 
Caes a rea and sent him off to Tar sus.

Then the  church through out Ju dea, Gal i lee and Sa mar ia en joyed a 
time of  peace and was strength ened. Liv ing in the fear of the Lord and en-
cour aged by the Holy Spir it, it in creased in num bers.
2
2

A s Pe ter trav eled  about the coun try, he went to vis it the  Lord’s peo ple 
who  lived in Lyd da. There he  found a man  named Ae ne as, who was 

par a lyzed and had been bed rid den for  eight  years. “Ae ne as,” Pe ter said to 
him, “Jesus  Christ  heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” Im me di ate ly Ae-
ne as got up. All  those who  lived in Lyd da and Shar on saw him and  turned 
to the Lord.

In Jop pa  there was a dis ci ple  named Tab i tha (in  Greek her name is Dor-
cas); she was al ways do ing good and help ing the poor. About that time she 
be came sick and died, and her body was  washed and  placed in an up stairs 
room. Lyd da was near Jop pa; so when the dis ci ples  heard that Pe ter was in 
Lyd da, they sent two men to him and  urged him, “Please come at once!”

Pe ter went with them, and when he ar rived he was tak en up stairs to the 
room. All the wid ows  stood  around him, cry ing and show ing him the  robes 
and oth er cloth ing that Dor cas had made  while she was  still with them.

Pe ter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his  knees and 
 prayed. Turn ing to ward the dead wom an, he said, “Tab i tha, get up.” She 
 opened her eyes, and see ing Pe ter she sat up. He took her by the hand and 
 helped her to her feet. Then he  called for the be liev ers, es pe cial ly the wid-
ows, and pre sent ed her to them  alive. This be came  known all over Jop pa, 
and many peo ple be lieved in the Lord. Pe ter  stayed in Jop pa for some time 
with a tan ner  named Si mon.
1
At Caes a rea  there was a man  named Cor nel i us, a cen tu ri on in what was 
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 known as the Ital ian Reg i ment. He and all his fam i ly were de vout and God-
fear ing; he gave gen er ous ly to  those in need and  prayed to God reg u lar ly. 
One day at  about  three in the af ter noon he had a vi sion. He dis tinct ly saw 
an an gel of God, who came to him and said, “Cor nel i us!”

Cor nel i us  stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.
The an gel an swered, “Your  prayers and  gifts to the poor have come up 

as a me mo ri al of fer ing be fore God. Now send men to Jop pa to  bring back a 
man  named Si mon who is  called Pe ter. He is stay ing with Si mon the tan ner, 
 whose  house is by the sea.”

When the an gel who  spoke to him had gone, Cor nel i us  called two of his 
ser vants and a de vout sol dier who was one of his at ten dants. He told them 
ev ery thing that had hap pened and sent them to Jop pa.

About noon the fol low ing day as they were on  their jour ney and ap-
proach ing the city, Pe ter went up on the roof to pray. He be came hun gry 
and want ed some thing to eat, and  while the meal was be ing pre pared, he 
fell into a  trance. He saw heav en  opened and some thing like a  large  sheet 
be ing let down to  earth by its four cor ners. It con tained all  kinds of four-
foot ed an i mals, as well as rep tiles and  birds. Then a  voice told him, “Get 
up, Pe ter. Kill and eat.”

“Sure ly not, Lord!” Pe ter re plied. “I have nev er eat en any thing im pure 
or un clean.”

The  voice  spoke to him a sec ond time, “Do not call any thing im pure 
that God has made clean.”

This hap pened  three  times, and im me di ate ly the  sheet was tak en back 
to heav en.

While Pe ter was won der ing  about the mean ing of the vi sion, the men 
sent by Cor nel i us  found out  where Si mon’s  house was and  stopped at the 
gate. They  called out, ask ing if Si mon who was  known as Pe ter was stay ing 
there.

While Pe ter was  still think ing  about the vi sion, the Spir it said to him, 
“Si mon,  three men are look ing for you. So get up and go down stairs. Do not 
hes i tate to go with them, for I have sent them.”

Pe ter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one  you’re look ing for. 
Why have you come?”

The men re plied, “We have come from Cor nel i us the cen tu ri on. He is a 
righ teous and God-fear ing man, who is re spect ed by all the Jew ish peo ple. 
A holy an gel told him to ask you to come to his  house so that he  could hear 
what you have to say.” Then Pe ter in vit ed the men into the  house to be his 
guests.

The next day Pe ter start ed out with them, and some of the be liev ers 
from Jop pa went  along. The fol low ing day he ar rived in Caes a rea. Cor nel i us 
was ex pect ing them and had  called to geth er his rel a tives and  close  friends. 
As Pe ter en tered the  house, Cor nel i us met him and fell at his feet in rev-
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er ence. But Pe ter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man 
my self.”

While talk ing with him, Pe ter went in side and  found a  large gath er ing 
of peo ple. He said to them: “You are well  aware that it is  against our law for a 
Jew to as so ci ate with or vis it a Gen tile. But God has  shown me that I  should 
not call any one im pure or un clean. So when I was sent for, I came with out 
rais ing any ob jec tion. May I ask why you sent for me?”

Cor nel i us an swered: “Three days ago I was in my  house pray ing at this 
hour, at  three in the af ter noon. Sud den ly a man in shin ing  clothes  stood be-
fore me and said, ‘Cor nel i us, God has  heard your  prayer and re mem bered 
your  gifts to the poor. Send to Jop pa for Si mon who is  called Pe ter. He is a 
 guest in the home of Si mon the tan ner, who  lives by the sea.’ So I sent for 
you im me di ate ly, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in 
the pres ence of God to lis ten to ev ery thing the Lord has com mand ed you 
to tell us.”

Then Pe ter be gan to  speak: “I now re al ize how true it is that God does 
not show fa vor it ism but ac cepts from ev ery na tion the one who fears him 
and does what is  right. You know the mes sage God sent to the peo ple of 
Is ra el, an nounc ing the good news of  peace  through  Jesus  Christ, who is 
Lord of all. You know what has hap pened through out the prov ince of Ju-
dea, be gin ning in Gal i lee af ter the bap tism that John  preached — how God 
anoint ed  Jesus of Naz a reth with the Holy Spir it and pow er, and how he 
went  around do ing good and heal ing all who were un der the pow er of the 
dev il, be cause God was with him.

“We are wit ness es of ev ery thing he did in the coun try of the Jews and 
in Je ru sa lem. They  killed him by hang ing him on a  cross, but God  raised 
him from the dead on the  third day and  caused him to be seen. He was not 
seen by all the peo ple, but by wit ness es whom God had al ready cho sen —  
by us who ate and  drank with him af ter he rose from the dead. He com-
mand ed us to  preach to the peo ple and to tes ti fy that he is the one whom 
God ap point ed as  judge of the liv ing and the dead. All the proph ets tes ti fy 
 about him that ev ery one who be lieves in him re ceives for give ness of sins 
 through his name.”

While Pe ter was  still speak ing  these  words, the Holy Spir it came on all 
who  heard the mes sage. The cir cum cised be liev ers who had come with Pe-
ter were as ton ished that the gift of the Holy Spir it had been  poured out even 
on Gen tiles. For they  heard them speak ing in  tongues and prais ing God.

Then Pe ter said, “Sure ly no one can  stand in the way of  their be ing bap-
tized with wa ter. They have re ceived the Holy Spir it just as we have.” So he 
or dered that they be bap tized in the name of  Jesus  Christ. Then they  asked 
Pe ter to stay with them for a few days.
1
The apos tles and the be liev ers through out Ju dea  heard that the Gen tiles 
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also had re ceived the word of God. So when Pe ter went up to Je ru sa lem, the 
cir cum cised be liev ers crit i cized him and said, “You went into the  house of 
un cir cum cised men and ate with them.”

Start ing from the be gin ning, Pe ter told them the  whole sto ry: “I was in 
the city of Jop pa pray ing, and in a  trance I saw a vi sion. I saw some thing like 
a  large  sheet be ing let down from heav en by its four cor ners, and it came 
down to  where I was. I  looked into it and saw four-foot ed an i mals of the 
 earth, wild  beasts, rep tiles and  birds. Then I  heard a  voice tell ing me, ‘Get 
up, Pe ter. Kill and eat.’

“I re plied, ‘Sure ly not, Lord! Noth ing im pure or un clean has ever en-
tered my mouth.’

“The  voice  spoke from heav en a sec ond time, ‘Do not call any thing im-
pure that God has made  clean.’ This hap pened  three  times, and then it was 
all  pulled up to heav en again.

“Right then  three men who had been sent to me from Caes a rea  stopped 
at the  house  where I was stay ing. The Spir it told me to have no hes i ta tion 
 about go ing with them.  These six broth ers also went with me, and we en-
tered the  man’s  house. He told us how he had seen an an gel ap pear in his 
 house and say, ‘Send to Jop pa for Si mon who is  called Pe ter. He will  bring 
you a mes sage  through  which you and all your house hold will be saved.’

“As I be gan to  speak, the Holy Spir it came on them as he had come on 
us at the be gin ning. Then I re mem bered what the Lord had said: ‘John bap-
tized with wa ter, but you will be bap tized with the Holy Spir it.’ So if God 
gave them the same gift he gave us who be lieved in the Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who was I to  think that I  could  stand in  God’s way?”

When they  heard this, they had no fur ther ob jec tions and  praised God, 
say ing, “So then, even to Gen tiles God has grant ed re pen tance that  leads 
to life.”
1
Now  those who had been scat tered by the per se cu tion that  broke out 
when Ste phen was  killed trav eled as far as Phoe nic ia, Cy prus and An ti och, 
spread ing the word only  among Jews. Some of them, how ev er, men from 
Cy prus and Cy re ne, went to An ti och and be gan to  speak to  Greeks also, 
tell ing them the good news  about the Lord  Jesus. The  Lord’s hand was with 
them, and a  great num ber of peo ple be lieved and  turned to the Lord.

News of this  reached the  church in Je ru sa lem, and they sent Bar na bas 
to An ti och. When he ar rived and saw what the  grace of God had done, he 
was glad and en cour aged them all to re main true to the Lord with all  their 
 hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spir it and  faith, and a  great 
num ber of peo ple were  brought to the Lord.

Then Bar na bas went to Tar sus to look for Saul, and when he  found him, 
he  brought him to An ti och. So for a  whole year Bar na bas and Saul met with 
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the  church and  taught  great num bers of peo ple. The dis ci ples were  called 
Chris tians  first at An ti och.

Dur ing this time some proph ets came down from Je ru sa lem to An ti-
och. One of them,  named Ag a bus,  stood up and  through the Spir it pre dict-
ed that a se vere fam ine  would  spread over the en tire Ro man  world. (This 
hap pened dur ing the  reign of Clau di us.) The dis ci ples, as each one was 
able, de cid ed to pro vide help for the broth ers and sis ters liv ing in Ju dea. 
This they did, send ing  their gift to the el ders by Bar na bas and Saul.
1
It was  about this time that King Her od ar rest ed some who be longed to the 
 church, in tend ing to per se cute them. He had  James, the broth er of John, put 
to  death with the  sword. When he saw that this met with ap prov al  among 
the Jews, he pro ceed ed to  seize Pe ter also. This hap pened dur ing the Fes ti-
val of Un leav ened  Bread. Af ter ar rest ing him, he put him in pris on, hand ing 
him over to be guard ed by four  squads of four sol diers each. Her od in tend-
ed to  bring him out for pub lic tri al af ter the Pass over.

So Pe ter was kept in pris on, but the  church was ear nest ly pray ing to 
God for him.

The  night be fore Her od was to  bring him to tri al, Pe ter was sleep ing 
be tween two sol diers,  bound with two  chains, and sen tries  stood  guard at 
the en trance. Sud den ly an an gel of the Lord ap peared and a  light  shone in 
the cell. He  struck Pe ter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he 
said, and the  chains fell off Pe ter’s wrists.

Then the an gel said to him, “Put on your  clothes and san dals.” And Pe-
ter did so. “Wrap your  cloak  around you and fol low me,” the an gel told him. 
Pe ter fol lowed him out of the pris on, but he had no idea that what the an gel 
was do ing was real ly hap pen ing; he  thought he was see ing a vi sion. They 
 passed the  first and sec ond  guards and came to the iron gate lead ing to the 
city. It  opened for them by it self, and they went  through it. When they had 
 walked the  length of one  street, sud den ly the an gel left him.

Then Pe ter came to him self and said, “Now I know with out a  doubt that 
the Lord has sent his an gel and res cued me from Her od’s clutch es and from 
ev ery thing the Jew ish peo ple were hop ing  would hap pen.”

When this had  dawned on him, he went to the  house of Mary the moth-
er of John, also  called Mark,  where many peo ple had gath ered and were 
pray ing. Pe ter  knocked at the out er en trance, and a ser vant  named Rho da 
came to an swer the door. When she rec og nized Pe ter’s  voice, she was so 
over joyed she ran back with out open ing it and ex claimed, “Pe ter is at the 
door!”

“You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept in sist ing that it 
was so, they said, “It must be his an gel.”

But Pe ter kept on knock ing, and when they  opened the door and saw 
him, they were as ton ished. Pe ter mo tioned with his hand for them to be 
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qui et and de scribed how the Lord had  brought him out of pris on. “Tell 
 James and the oth er broth ers and sis ters  about this,” he said, and then he 
left for an oth er place.

In the morn ing,  there was no  small com mo tion  among the sol diers as 
to what had be come of Pe ter. Af ter Her od had a thor ough  search made for 
him and did not find him, he  cross-ex am ined the  guards and or dered that 
they be ex e cut ed.

Then Her od went from Ju dea to Caes a rea and  stayed  there. He had 
been quar rel ing with the peo ple of Tyre and Si don; they now  joined to geth-
er and  sought an au di ence with him.  After se cur ing the sup port of Blas tus, 
a trust ed per son al ser vant of the king, they  asked for  peace, be cause they 
de pend ed on the  king’s coun try for  their food sup ply.

On the ap point ed day Her od, wear ing his roy al  robes, sat on his  throne 
and de liv ered a pub lic ad dress to the peo ple. They shout ed, “This is the 
 voice of a god, not of a man.” Im me di ate ly, be cause Her od did not give 
 praise to God, an an gel of the Lord  struck him down, and he was eat en by 
 worms and died.

But the word of God con tin ued to spread and flour ish.
2
2

W hen Bar na bas and Saul had fin ished  their mis sion, they re turned 
from Je ru sa lem, tak ing with them John, also  called Mark. Now in 

the  church at An ti och  there were proph ets and teach ers: Bar na bas, Sim e-
on  called Ni ger, Lu ci us of Cy re ne, Man a en (who had been  brought up with 
Her od the te trarch) and Saul. While they were wor ship ing the Lord and 
fast ing, the Holy Spir it said, “Set  apart for me Bar na bas and Saul for the 
work to  which I have  called them.” So af ter they had fast ed and  prayed, they 
 placed  their  hands on them and sent them off.
1
The two of them, sent on  their way by the Holy Spir it, went down to Se leu cia 
and  sailed from  there to Cy prus. When they ar rived at Sal a mis, they pro-
claimed the word of God in the Jew ish syn a gogues. John was with them as 
 their help er.

They trav eled  through the  whole is land un til they came to Pa phos. 
 There they met a Jew ish sor cer er and  false proph et  named Bar- Jesus, who 
was an at ten dant of the pro con sul, Ser gi us Pau lus. The pro con sul, an in tel-
li gent man, sent for Bar na bas and Saul be cause he want ed to hear the word 
of God. But El y mas the sor cer er (for that is what his name  means) op posed 
them and  tried to turn the pro con sul from the  faith. Then Saul, who was 
also  called Paul,  filled with the Holy Spir it,  looked  straight at El y mas and 
said, “You are a  child of the dev il and an en e my of ev ery thing that is  right! 
You are full of all  kinds of de ceit and trick ery. Will you nev er stop per vert ing 
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