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   INVITATION TO
   1 JOHN

The letter known as 1 John was sent to a group of believers who were in a deeply 
troubled situation. Many within their community had abandoned the original faith 
in Jesus as the Messiah. This was because they couldn’t reconcile the teaching that 
God had come to earth in a human body with the prevailing Greek idea that physical 
matter is evil and only spirit is good. This prevailing idea also led them to conclude 
that anything they did in their bodies had no spiritual consequences, so they indulged 
in activities they’d been taught were sinful. They also showed little concern for the 

lives and their lack of practical love, they still claimed that they belonged to God. 
They asserted that they had a special source of spiritual insight, and that the rest of 
the group didn’t know the truth as they did. They made their rejection of the original 
teaching about Jesus emphatic by leaving the community of those who still held to it. 
Those left behind were deeply shaken, uncertain about everything they’d been taught. 
 Someone close to this group of believers, who was an eyewitness of the life and 
ministry of Jesus, sent them a letter to reassure them that the real truth was what 
they’d heard from the beginning. This writer doesn’t identify himself by name, but 
it’s very likely that he was the apostle John. Some phrases in this letter show close 
similarities to the book of John, for example, This is how God showed his love among 
us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  
 The letter doesn’t develop systematically and logically; rather, it weaves together 
several main themes:

     : it te
     : it warns believers not to let anyone deceive them; 
     : it refutes the claims of those who’ve left the group; 
     : it reassures believers that they have full access to the truth; 
     : and it emphasizes godly living and practical caring as the signs of 
     those who genuinely know God. 



1:1–2:8

|  1  J O H N  |

T hat  which was from the be gin ning,  which we have  heard,  which we 
have seen with our eyes,  which we have  looked at and our  hands have 

 touched —  this we pro claim con cern ing the Word of life. The life ap peared; 
we have seen it and tes ti fy to it, and we pro claim to you the eter nal life, 
 which was with the Fa ther and has ap peared to us. We pro claim to you what 
we have seen and  heard, so that you also may have fel low ship with us. And 
our fel low ship is with the Fa ther and with his Son,  Jesus  Christ. We  write 
this to make our joy com plete.
1
This is the mes sage we have  heard from him and de clare to you: God is 
 light; in him  there is no dark ness at all. If we  claim to have fel low ship with 
him and yet walk in the dark ness, we lie and do not live out the  truth. But 
if we walk in the  light, as he is in the  light, we have fel low ship with one an-
oth er, and the  blood of  Jesus, his Son, pu ri fies us from all sin.

If we  claim to be with out sin, we de ceive our selves and the  truth is 
not in us. If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just and will for give us 
our sins and pu ri fy us from all un righ teous ness. If we  claim we have not 
 sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.

My dear chil dren, I  write this to you so that you will not sin. But if any-
body does sin, we have an ad vo cate with the Fa ther —   Jesus  Christ, the 
Righ teous One. He is the aton ing sac ri fice for our sins, and not only for 
ours but also for the sins of the  whole world.

We know that we have come to know him if we keep his com mands. 
Who ever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he com mands is a  liar, 
and the  truth is not in that per son. But if any one  obeys his word, love for 
God is tru ly made com plete in them. This is how we know we are in him: 
Who ev er  claims to live in him must live as  Jesus did.

Dear  friends, I am not writ ing you a new com mand but an old one, 
 which you have had  since the be gin ning. This old com mand is the mes sage 
you have  heard. Yet I am writ ing you a new com mand; its  truth is seen in 
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412 | 1 John  

2:9–2:24

him and in you, be cause the dark ness is pass ing and the true  light is al-
ready shin ing.

Any one who  claims to be in the  light but hates a broth er or sis ter is 
 still in the dark ness. Any one who loves  their broth er and sis ter lives in the 
 light, and  there is noth ing in them to make them stum ble. But any one who 
hates a broth er or sis ter is in the dark ness and walks  around in the dark-
ness. They do not know  where they are go ing, be cause the dark ness has 
blind ed them.

  I am writing to you, dear children,
  because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name.
  I am writing to you, fathers,
  because you know him who is from the beginning.
  I am writing to you, young men,
  because you have overcome the evil one.

  I write to you, dear children,
  because you know the Father.
  I write to you, fathers,
  because you know him who is from the beginning.
  I write to you, young men,
  because you are strong,
  and the word of God lives in you,
  and you have overcome the evil one.

Do not love the  world or any thing in the  world. If any one loves the 
 world, love for the Fa ther is not in them. For ev ery thing in the  world —  the 
lust of the  flesh, the lust of  the eyes, and the pride of life —   comes not from 
the Fa ther but from the  world. The  world and its de sires pass away, but who-
ev er does the will of God  lives for ev er.
1
Dear chil dren, this is the last hour; and as you have  heard that the an ti christ 
is com ing, even now many an ti christs have come. This is how we know it 
is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not real ly be long to us. 
For if they had be longed to us, they  would have re mained with us; but  their 
go ing  showed that none of them be longed to us.

But you have an anoint ing from the Holy One, and all of you know the 
 truth. I do not  write to you be cause you do not know the  truth, but be cause 
you do know it and be cause no lie  comes from the  truth. Who is the liar? It 
is who ev er de nies that  Jesus is the  Christ. Such a per son is the an ti christ —  
de ny ing the Fa ther and the Son. No one who de nies the Son has the Fa ther; 
who ev er ac knowl edg es the Son has the Fa ther also.

As for you, see that what you have  heard from the be gin ning re mains 
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in you. If it does, you also will re main in the Son and in the Fa ther. And this 
is what he prom ised us —  eter nal life.

I am writ ing  these  things to you  about  those who are try ing to lead you 
 astray. As for you, the anoint ing you re ceived from him re mains in you, 
and you do not need any one to  teach you. But as his anoint ing teach es 
you  about all  things and as that anoint ing is real, not coun ter feit —  just as 
it has  taught you, re main in him.
1
And now, dear chil dren, con tin ue in him, so that when he ap pears we may 
be con fi dent and un ashamed be fore him at his com ing.

If you know that he is righ teous, you know that ev ery one who does 
what is  right has been born of him.

See what  great love the Fa ther has lav ished on us, that we  should be 
 called chil dren of God! And that is what we are! The rea son the  world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. Dear  friends, now we are chil dren 
of God, and what we will be has not yet been made  known. But we know 
that when  Christ ap pears, we  shall be like him, for we  shall see him as he is. 
All who have this hope in him pu ri fy them selves, just as he is pure.

Ev ery one who sins  breaks the law; in fact, sin is law less ness. But you 
know that he ap peared so that he  might take away our sins. And in him is 
no sin. No one who  lives in him  keeps on sin ning. No one who con tin ues to 
sin has ei ther seen him or  known him.

Dear chil dren, do not let any one lead you  astray. The one who does 
what is  right is righ teous, just as he is righ teous. The one who does what is 
sin ful is of the dev il, be cause the dev il has been sin ning from the be gin-
ning. The rea son the Son of God ap peared was to de stroy the dev il’s work. 
No one who is born of God will con tin ue to sin, be cause  God’s seed re mains 
in them; they can not go on sin ning, be cause they have been born of God. 
This is how we know who the chil dren of God are and who the chil dren of 
the dev il are: Any one who does not do what is  right is not  God’s  child, nor 
is any one who does not love  their broth er and sis ter.
1
For this is the mes sage you  heard from the be gin ning: We  should love one 
an oth er. Do not be like Cain, who be longed to the evil one and mur dered 
his broth er. And why did he mur der him? Be cause his own ac tions were evil 
and his broth er’s were righ teous. Do not be sur prised, my broth ers and sis-
ters, if the  world  hates you. We know that we have  passed from  death to life, 
be cause we love each oth er. Any one who does not love re mains in  death. 
Any one who  hates a broth er or sis ter is a mur der er, and you know that no 
mur der er has eter nal life re sid ing in him.

This is how we know what love is:  Jesus  Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we  ought to lay down our  lives for our broth ers and sis ters. If any one 
has ma teri al pos ses sions and sees a broth er or sis ter in need but has no pity 
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on them, how can the love of God be in that per son? Dear chil dren, let us 
not love with  words or  speech but with ac tions and in  truth.
1
This is how we know that we be long to the  truth and how we set our  hearts 
at rest in his pres ence: If our  hearts con demn us, we know that God is great-
er than our  hearts, and he  knows ev ery thing. Dear  friends, if our  hearts 
do not con demn us, we have con fi dence be fore God and re ceive from him 
any thing we ask, be cause we keep his com mands and do what pleas es him. 
And this is his com mand: to be lieve in the name of his Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
and to love one an oth er as he com mand ed us. The one who keeps God’s 
com mands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he 
 lives in us: We know it by the Spir it he gave us.
1
Dear  friends, do not be lieve ev ery spir it, but test the spir its to see wheth-
er they are from God, be cause many  false proph ets have gone out into the 
 world. This is how you can rec og nize the Spir it of God: Ev ery spir it that ac-
knowl edg es that  Jesus  Christ has come in the  flesh is from God, but ev ery 
spir it that does not ac knowl edge  Jesus is not from God. This is the spir it of 
the an ti christ,  which you have  heard is com ing and even now is al ready in 
the world.

You, dear chil dren, are from God and have over come them, be cause 
the one who is in you is great er than the one who is in the  world. They are 
from the  world and there fore  speak from the view point of the  world, and 
the  world lis tens to them. We are from God, and who ev er  knows God lis-
tens to us; but who ev er is not from God does not lis ten to us. This is how we 
rec og nize the Spir it of  truth and the spir it of false hood.
1
Dear  friends, let us love one an oth er, for love  comes from God. Ev ery one 
who  loves has been born of God and  knows God. Who ev er does not love 
does not know God, be cause God is love. This is how God  showed his love 
 among us: He sent his one and only Son into the  world that we  might live 
 through him. This is love: not that we  loved God, but that he  loved us and 
sent his Son as an aton ing sac ri fice for our sins. Dear  friends,  since God so 
 loved us, we also  ought to love one an oth er. No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one an oth er, God  lives in us and his love is made com plete in us.

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has giv en us 
of his Spir it. And we have seen and tes ti fy that the Fa ther has sent his Son 
to be the Sav ior of the  world. If any one ac knowl edg es that  Jesus is the Son 
of God, God  lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the 
love God has for us.

God is love. Who ev er  lives in love  lives in God, and God in them. This 
is how love is made com plete  among us so that we will have con fi dence on 
the day of judg ment: In this  world we are like  Jesus. There is no fear in love. 

!"#$%&'()*+&'(,-.%$/0$/%*12'334445)5!"#$%&'()*+&'(,-.%$/0$/%*12'334445)5 "6))6*!))44478""8"*49:"6))6*!))44478""8"*49:



  1 John | 415

4:19–5:20

But per fect love  drives out fear, be cause fear has to do with pun ish ment. 
The one who  fears is not made per fect in love.

We love be cause he  first  loved us. Who ever claims to love God yet hates 
a broth er or sis ter is a  liar. For who ever does not love their broth er and sis-
ter, whom they have seen, can not love God, whom they have not seen. And 
he has giv en us this com mand: Any one who loves God must also love their 
broth er and sis ter.
1
Ev ery one who be lieves that  Jesus is the  Christ is born of God, and ev ery one 
who  loves the fa ther  loves his  child as well. This is how we know that we 
love the chil dren of God: by lov ing God and car ry ing out his com mands. In 
fact, this is love for God: to keep his com mands. And his com mands are not 
bur den some, for ev ery one born of God over comes the  world. This is the vic-
to ry that has over come the  world, even our  faith. Who is it that over comes 
the  world? Only the one who be lieves that  Jesus is the Son of God.

This is the one who came by wa ter and  blood —   Jesus  Christ. He did 
not come by wa ter only, but by wa ter and  blood. And it is the Spir it who 
tes ti fies, be cause the Spir it is the  truth. For  there are  three that tes ti fy: the 
Spir it, the wa ter and the  blood; and the  three are in agree ment. We ac cept 
hu man tes ti mo ny, but  God’s tes ti mo ny is great er be cause it is the tes ti mo ny 
of God,  which he has giv en  about his Son. Who ev er be lieves in the Son of 
God ac cepts this tes ti mo ny. Who ev er does not be lieve God has made him 
out to be a liar, be cause they have not be lieved the tes ti mo ny God has giv en 
 about his Son. And this is the tes ti mo ny: God has giv en us eter nal life, and 
this life is in his Son. Who ev er has the Son has life; who ev er does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.
1
I  write  these  things to you who be lieve in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eter nal life. This is the con fi dence we have in 
ap proach ing God: that if we ask any thing ac cord ing to his will, he  hears us. 
And if we know that he  hears us —  what ev er we ask —  we know that we have 
what we  asked of him.

If you see any broth er or sis ter com mit a sin that does not lead to  death, 
you  should pray and God will give them life. I re fer to  those  whose sin does 
not lead to  death.  There is a sin that  leads to  death. I am not say ing that you 
 should pray  about that. All wrong do ing is sin, and  there is sin that does not 
lead to death.

We know that any one born of God does not con tin ue to sin; the One 
who was born of God  keeps them safe, and the evil one can not harm them. 
We know that we are chil dren of God, and that the  whole  world is un der 
the con trol of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and 
has giv en us un der stand ing, so that we may know him who is true. And we 
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are in him who is true by be ing in his Son  Jesus  Christ. He is the true God 
and eter nal life.

Dear chil dren, keep your selves from idols.
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   INVITATION TO
   2 JOHN

The same person who wrote 1 John also had to write to other communities where the 
false teachers he opposed might go to spread their ideas and practices. A letter he 
wrote to another community has been preserved for us as 2 John. Its author addresses 
the community he’s writing to as a lady and calls its members her children. He 
describes the members of his own community as the children of your sister. (This was 
apparently typical of early followers of Jesus. There’s a similar greeting at the end of 1 

elder. 
 Apparently some people from this community had just come to visit him and he 
was pleased to learn they were walking in the truth—that is, they were maintaining 
the teaching they had heard from the beginning. But he had to warn the community 
(probably sending this letter with those returning home) not to support the false 
teachers in any way: Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work. 
Despite its brevity, this letter expresses all of the themes that receive a more extensive 
development in 1 John. 



1 –13 

|  2  J O H N  |

T he el der,
1

To the lady cho sen by God and to her chil dren, whom I love in the  truth —  
and not I only, but also all who know the  truth —  be cause of the  truth,  which 
 lives in us and will be with us for ev er:
1
Grace, mer cy and  peace from God the Fa ther and from  Jesus  Christ, the 
Fa ther’s Son, will be with us in  truth and love.
2
2

I t has giv en me  great joy to find some of your chil dren walk ing in the 
 truth, just as the Fa ther com mand ed us. And now, dear lady, I am not 

writ ing you a new com mand but one we have had from the be gin ning. I ask 
that we love one an oth er. And this is love: that we walk in obe di ence to his 
com mands. As you have  heard from the be gin ning, his com mand is that 
you walk in love.

I say this be cause many de ceiv ers, who do not ac knowl edge  Jesus 
 Christ as com ing in the  flesh, have gone out into the  world. Any such per-
son is the de ceiv er and the an ti christ. Watch out that you do not lose what 
we have  worked for, but that you may be re ward ed ful ly. Any one who runs 
 ahead and does not con tin ue in the teach ing of  Christ does not have God; 
who ev er con tin ues in the teach ing has both the Fa ther and the Son. If any-
one  comes to you and does not  bring this teach ing, do not take them into 
your  house or wel come them. Any one who wel comes them  shares in  their 
wick ed work.
2
2

I  have much to  write to you, but I do not want to use pa per and ink. In-
stead, I hope to vis it you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy 

may be com plete.
1
The chil dren of your sis ter, who is cho sen by God, send  their greet ings.

!"#$%&'()*+&'(,-.%$/0$/%*12'334445);!"#$%&'()*+&'(,-.%$/0$/%*12'334445); "6))6*!))44478""8"*49:"6))6*!))44478""8"*49:



   INVITATION TO
   3 JOHN

While 2 John was written to warn a community of Jesus-followers against providing 
material assistance to false teachers, 3 John was written to address the opposite 
situation: to insist that a community provide a base of operations for traveling 
preachers who were walking in the truth. John had sent a letter to this community 
introducing and commending certain individuals, but Diotrephes, a leader in the 
community, refused to accommodate them. He opposed John’s authority to the point 
of actually expelling anyone who supported the people he’d sent. A man named 
Gaius, however, put these preachers up in his own home, enabling them to carry out 
their mission. Word got back to John both of Diotrephes’ resistance and of Gaius’ 
loyalty. In this letter John sends Gaius a message of thanks and encouragement by the 
hand of Demetrius, another man he hopes will receive support. He also promises to 
come soon and set matters right. 



1 –14 

|  3  J O H N  |

T he el der,
1

To my dear  friend Ga ius, whom I love in the truth.
2
2

D ear  friend, I pray that you may en joy good  health and that all may go 
well with you, even as your soul is get ting  along well. It gave me  great 

joy when some be liev ers came and tes ti fied  about your faith ful ness to the 
 truth, tell ing how you con tin ue to walk in it. I have no great er joy than to 
hear that my chil dren are walk ing in the truth.

Dear  friend, you are faith ful in what you are do ing for the broth ers and 
sis ters, even  though they are strang ers to you. They have told the  church 
 about your love. Please send them on  their way in a man ner that hon ors 
God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, re ceiv ing no help 
from the pa gans. We  ought there fore to show hos pi tal i ty to such peo ple so 
that we may work to geth er for the truth.

I  wrote to the  church, but Di ot re phes, who  loves to be  first, will not wel-
come us. So when I come, I will call at ten tion to what he is do ing, spread ing 
ma li cious non sense  about us. Not sat is fied with that, he  even re fus es to 
wel come oth er be liev ers. He also  stops  those who want to do so and puts 
them out of the church.

Dear  friend, do not im i tate what is evil but what is good. Any one who 
does what is good is from God. Any one who does what is evil has not seen 
God. De me tri us is well spo ken of by ev ery one —  and even by the  truth it self. 
We also  speak well of him, and you know that our tes ti mo ny is true.
2
2

I  have much to  write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.

1
Peace to you. The  friends here send  their greet ings.  Greet the  friends  there 
by name.
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