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16:8–17:4

The  fourth an gel  poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was al-
lowed to  scorch peo ple with fire. They were  seared by the in tense heat and 
they  cursed the name of God, who had con trol over  these  plagues, but they 
re fused to re pent and glo ri fy him.

The  fifth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  throne of the  beast, and its 
king dom was  plunged into dark ness. Peo ple  gnawed  their  tongues in ag o ny 
and  cursed the God of heav en be cause of  their  pains and  their  sores, but 
they re fused to re pent of what they had done.

The  sixth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  great riv er Eu phra tes, and 
its wa ter was  dried up to pre pare the way for the  kings from the East. Then I 
saw  three im pure spir its that  looked like  frogs; they came out of the  mouth 
of the drag on, out of the  mouth of the  beast and out of the  mouth of the  false 
proph et. They are de mon ic spir its that per form  signs, and they go out to the 
 kings of the  whole  world, to gath er them for the bat tle on the  great day of 
God Al mighty.

“Look, I come like a  thief !  Blessed is the one who stays  awake and re-
mains  clothed, so as not to go na ked and be shame ful ly ex posed.”

Then they gath ered the  kings to geth er to the  place that in He brew is  called 
Ar ma ged don.

The sev enth an gel  poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the tem-
ple came a loud  voice from the  throne, say ing, “It is done!” Then  there came 
flash es of light ning, rum blings,  peals of thun der and a se vere earth quake. 
No earth quake like it has ever oc curred  since man kind has been on  earth, 
so tre men dous was the  quake. The  great city  split into  three  parts, and the 
cit ies of the na tions col lapsed. God re mem bered Bab ylon the  Great and 
gave her the cup  filled with the wine of the fury of his  wrath. Ev ery is land 
fled away and the moun tains  could not be  found. From the sky huge hail-
stones, each weigh ing  about a hun dred  pounds, fell on peo ple. And they 
 cursed God on ac count of the  plague of hail, be cause the  plague was so 
ter ri ble.
3
3
3

O ne of the sev en an gels who had the sev en  bowls came and said to me, 
“Come, I will show you the pun ish ment of the  great pros ti tute, who 

sits by many wa ters. With her the  kings of the  earth com mit ted adul tery, 
and the in hab i tants of the  earth were in tox i cat ed with the wine of her adul-
ter ies.”

Then the an gel car ried me away in the Spir it into a wil der ness.  There I 
saw a wom an sit ting on a scar let  beast that was cov ered with blas phe mous 
 names and had sev en  heads and ten  horns. The wom an was  dressed in 
pur ple and scar let, and was glit ter ing with gold, pre cious  stones and  pearls. 
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She held a gold en cup in her hand,  filled with abom i na ble  things and the 
 filth of her adul ter ies. The name writ ten on her fore head was a mystery:
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I saw that the wom an was  drunk with the  blood of  God’s  holy peo ple, the 
 blood of  those who bore tes ti mo ny to  Jesus.

When I saw her, I was great ly as ton ished. Then the an gel said to me: 
“Why are you as ton ished? I will ex plain to you the mys tery of the wom an 
and of the  beast she  rides,  which has the sev en  heads and ten  horns. The 
 beast,  which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the 
 Abyss and go to its de struc tion. The in hab i tants of the  earth  whose  names 
have not been writ ten in the book of life from the cre a tion of the  world will 
be as ton ished when they see the  beast, be cause it once was, now is not, and 
yet will come.

“This  calls for a mind with wis dom. The sev en  heads are sev en  hills on 
 which the wom an sits. They are also sev en  kings. Five have fall en, one is, 
the oth er has not yet come; but when he does come, he must re main for  only 
a lit tle  while. The  beast who once was, and now is not, is an  eighth king. He 
be longs to the sev en and is go ing to his de struc tion.

“The ten  horns you saw are ten  kings who have not yet re ceived a king-
dom, but who for one hour will re ceive au thor i ty as  kings  along with the 
 beast. They have one pur pose and will give  their pow er and au thor i ty to 
the  beast. They will wage war  against the Lamb, but the Lamb will tri umph 
over them be cause he is Lord of  lords and King of  kings —  and with him will 
be his  called, cho sen and faith ful fol low ers.”

Then the an gel said to me, “The wa ters you saw,  where the pros ti tute 
sits, are peo ples, mul ti tudes, na tions and lan guag es. The  beast and the ten 
 horns you saw will hate the pros ti tute. They will  bring her to ruin and  leave 
her na ked; they will eat her  flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it 
into  their  hearts to ac com plish his pur pose by agree ing to hand over to the 
 beast their  royal au thor ity, un til  God’s  words are ful filled. The wom an you 
saw is the  great city that  rules over the  kings of the earth.”
1
Af ter this I saw an oth er an gel com ing down from heav en. He had  great au-
thor i ty, and the  earth was il lu mi nat ed by his splen dor. With a  mighty  voice 
he shout ed:

  “ ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’
  She has become a dwelling for demons
  and a haunt for every impure spirit,
  a haunt for every unclean bird,
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  a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal.
  For all the nations have drunk
  the maddening wine of her adulteries.
  The kings of the earth committed adultery with her,
  and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive 

luxuries.”

Then I  heard an oth er  voice from heav en say:

  “ ‘Come out of her, my people,’
  so that you will not share in her sins,
  so that you will not receive any of her plagues;
  for her sins are piled up to heaven,
  and God has remembered her crimes.
  Give back to her as she has given;
  pay her back double for what she has done.
  Pour her a double portion from her own cup.
  Give her as much torment and grief
  as the glory and luxury she gave herself.
  In her heart she boasts,
  ‘I sit enthroned as queen.
  I am not a widow;
  I will never mourn.’
  Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her:
  death, mourning and famine.
  She will be consumed by fire,
  for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.

“When the  kings of the  earth who com mit ted adul tery with her and 
 shared her lux u ry see the  smoke of her burn ing, they will weep and  mourn 
over her. Ter ri fied at her tor ment, they will  stand far off and cry:

  “ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
  you mighty city of Babylon!
  In one hour your doom has come!’

“The mer chants of the  earth will weep and  mourn over her be cause no 
one buys  their car goes any more —  car goes of gold, sil ver, pre cious  stones 
and  pearls; fine lin en, pur ple, silk and scar let  cloth; ev ery sort of cit ron 
wood, and ar ti cles of ev ery kind made of ivo ry, cost ly wood,  bronze, iron 
and mar ble; car goes of cin na mon and  spice, of in cense,  myrrh and frank in-
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cense, of wine and ol ive oil, of fine  flour and  wheat; cat tle and  sheep; hors es 
and car riag es; and hu man be ings sold as slaves.

“They will say, ‘The  fruit you  longed for is gone from you. All your lux-
u ry and splen dor have van ished, nev er to be re cov ered.’ The mer chants 
who sold  these  things and  gained  their  wealth from her will  stand far off, 
ter ri fied at her tor ment. They will weep and  mourn and cry out:

  “ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
  dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet,
  and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls!
  In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’

“Ev ery sea cap tain, and all who trav el by ship, the sail ors, and all who 
earn  their liv ing from the sea, will  stand far off. When they see the  smoke 
of her burn ing, they will ex claim, ‘Was  there ever a city like this  great 
city?’ They will  throw dust on  their  heads, and with weep ing and mourn-
ing cry out:

  “ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
  where all who had ships on the sea
  became rich through her wealth!
  In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’

  “Rejoice over her, you heavens!
  Rejoice, you people of God!
  Rejoice, apostles and prophets!
  For God has judged her
  with the judgment she imposed on you.”

Then a  mighty an gel  picked up a boul der the size of a  large mill stone 
and  threw it into the sea, and said:

  “With such violence
  the great city of Babylon will be thrown down,
  never to be found again.
  The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters,
  will never be heard in you again.
  No worker of any trade
  will ever be found in you again.
  The sound of a millstone
  will never be heard in you again.
  The light of a lamp
  will never shine in you again.
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  The voice of bridegroom and bride
  will never be heard in you again.
  Your merchants were the world’s important people.
  By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.
  In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s  holy people,
  of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.”

Af ter this I  heard what sound ed like the roar of a  great mul ti tude in 
heav en shout ing:

  “Hallelujah!
  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
  for true and just are his judgments.
  He has condemned the great prostitute
  who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
  He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

And  again they shout ed:

  “Hallelujah!
  The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”

The twen ty-four el ders and the four liv ing crea tures fell down and wor-
shiped God, who was seat ed on the  throne. And they cried:

  “Amen, Hallelujah!”

Then a  voice came from the  throne, say ing:

  “Praise our God,
  all you his servants,
  you who fear him,
  both great and small!”

Then I  heard what sound ed like a  great mul ti tude, like the roar of rush-
ing wa ters and like loud  peals of thun der, shout ing:

  “Hallelujah!
  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
  Let us rejoice and be glad
  and give him glory!
  For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
  and his bride has made herself ready.
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  Fine linen, bright and clean,
  was given her to wear.”
(Fine lin en  stands for the righ teous acts of  God’s  holy peo ple.)

NIV1 
 Then the an gel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are  those who are in vit-
ed to the wed ding sup per of the Lamb!” And he add ed, “These are the true 
 words of God.”

At this I fell at his feet to wor ship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! 
I am a fel low ser vant with you and with your broth ers and sis ters who hold 
to the tes ti mo ny of  Jesus. Wor ship God! For it is the Spir it of proph e cy who 
bears tes ti mo ny to  Jesus.”
3
3
3

I  saw heav en stand ing open and  there be fore me was a  white  horse,  whose 
rid er is  called Faith ful and True. With jus tice he judg es and  wages war. 

His eyes are like blaz ing fire, and on his head are many  crowns. He has a 
name writ ten on him that no one  knows but he him self. He is  dressed in a 
robe  dipped in  blood, and his name is the Word of God. The ar mies of heav-
en were fol low ing him, rid ing on  white hors es and  dressed in fine lin en, 
 white and  clean. Com ing out of his  mouth is a  sharp  sword with  which to 
 strike down the na tions. “He will rule them with an iron scep ter.” He  treads 
the wine press of the fury of the  wrath of God Al mighty. On his robe and on 
his  thigh he has this name writ ten:

30&* %- 30&*/ "&2 $%+2 %- $%+2/.
1
And I saw an an gel stand ing in the sun, who  cried in a loud  voice to all the 
 birds fly ing in mid air, “Come, gath er to geth er for the  great sup per of God, so 
that you may eat the  flesh of  kings, gen er als, and the  mighty, of hors es and 
 their rid ers, and the  flesh of all peo ple, free and  slave,  great and small.”

Then I saw the  beast and the  kings of the  earth and  their ar mies gath-
ered to geth er to wage war  against the rid er on the  horse and his army. But 
the  beast was cap tured, and with it the  false proph et who had per formed 
the  signs on its be half. With  these  signs he had de lud ed  those who had re-
ceived the mark of the  beast and wor shiped its im age. The two of them were 
 thrown  alive into the fi ery lake of burn ing sul fur. The rest were  killed with 
the  sword com ing out of the  mouth of the rid er on the  horse, and all the 
 birds  gorged them selves on  their flesh.
1
And I saw an an gel com ing down out of heav en, hav ing the key to the  Abyss 
and hold ing in his hand a  great  chain. He  seized the drag on, that an cient 
ser pent, who is the dev il, or Sa tan, and  bound him for a thou sand  years. He 
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 threw him into the  Abyss, and  locked and  sealed it over him, to keep him 
from de ceiv ing the na tions any more un til the thou sand  years were end ed. 
Af ter that, he must be set free for a  short time.

I saw  thrones on  which were seat ed  those who had been giv en au thor-
i ty to  judge. And I saw the  souls of  those who had been be head ed be cause 
of  their tes ti mo ny  about  Jesus and be cause of the word of God. They had 
not wor shiped the  beast or its im age and had not re ceived its mark on  their 
fore heads or  their  hands. They came to life and  reigned with  Christ a thou-
sand  years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life un til the thou sand 
 years were end ed.) This is the  first res ur rec tion. Blessed and holy are  those 
who share in the  first res ur rec tion. The sec ond  death has no pow er over 
them, but they will be  priests of God and of  Christ and will  reign with him 
for a thou sand years.

When the thou sand  years are over, Sa tan will be re leased from his pris-
on and will go out to de ceive the na tions in the four cor ners of the  earth —  
Gog and Ma gog —  and to gath er them for bat tle. In num ber they are like 
the sand on the sea shore. They  marched  across the  breadth of the  earth 
and sur round ed the camp of  God’s peo ple, the city he  loves. But fire came 
down from heav en and de voured them. And the dev il, who de ceived them, 
was  thrown into the lake of burn ing sul fur,  where the  beast and the  false 
proph et had been  thrown. They will be tor ment ed day and  night for ever 
and ever.
1
Then I saw a  great  white  throne and him who was seat ed on it. The  earth 
and the heav ens fled from his pres ence, and  there was no  place for them. 
And I saw the dead,  great and  small, stand ing be fore the  throne, and  books 
were  opened. An oth er book was  opened,  which is the book of life. The dead 
were  judged ac cord ing to what they had done as re cord ed in the  books. The 
sea gave up the dead that were in it, and  death and Ha des gave up the dead 
that were in them, and each per son was  judged ac cord ing to what they had 
done. Then  death and Ha des were  thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of 
fire is the sec ond  death. Any one whose  name was not  found writ ten in the 
book of life was  thrown into the lake of fire.
1
Then I saw “a new heav en and a new  earth,” for the  first heav en and the  first 
 earth had  passed away, and  there was no lon ger any sea. I saw the Holy City, 
the new Je ru sa lem, com ing down out of heav en from God, pre pared as a 
 bride beau ti ful ly  dressed for her hus band. And I  heard a loud  voice from the 
 throne say ing, “Look!  God’s dwell ing  place is now  among the peo ple, and 
he will  dwell with them. They will be his peo ple, and God him self will be 
with them and be  their God. ‘He will wipe ev ery tear from  their eyes.  There 
will be no more  death’ or mourn ing or cry ing or pain, for the old or der of 
 things has  passed away.”
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He who was seat ed on the  throne said, “I am mak ing ev ery thing new!” 
Then he said, “Write this down, for  these  words are trust wor thy and true.”

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Al pha and the Ome ga, the Be gin ning 
and the End. To the  thirsty I will give wa ter with out cost from the  spring of 
the wa ter of life. Those who are vic to ri ous will in her it all this, and I will be 
 their God and they will be my chil dren. But the cow ard ly, the un be liev ing, 
the vile, the mur der ers, the sex u al ly im mor al,  those who prac tice mag ic 
arts, the idol a ters and all li ars —  they will be con signed to the fi ery lake of 
burn ing sul fur. This is the sec ond death.”
3
3
3

O ne of the sev en an gels who had the sev en  bowls full of the sev en last 
 plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the  bride, the 

wife of the Lamb.” And he car ried me away in the Spir it to a moun tain  great 
and high, and  showed me the Holy City, Je ru sa lem, com ing down out of 
heav en from God. It  shone with the glo ry of God, and its bril liance was like 
that of a very pre cious jew el, like a jas per,  clear as crys tal. It had a  great, 
high wall with  twelve  gates, and with  twelve an gels at the  gates. On the 
 gates were writ ten the  names of the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. There were  three 
 gates on the east,  three on the  north,  three on the  south and  three on the 
west. The wall of the city had  twelve foun da tions, and on them were the 
 names of the  twelve apos tles of the Lamb.

The an gel who  talked with me had a mea sur ing rod of gold to mea sure 
the city, its  gates and its  walls. The city was laid out like a  square, as long 
as it was wide. He mea sured the city with the rod and  found it to be 12,000 
sta dia in  length, and as wide and high as it is long. The an gel mea sured the 
wall us ing hu man mea sure ment, and it was 144 cu bits  thick. The wall was 
made of jas per, and the city of pure gold, as pure as  glass. The foun da tions 
of the city  walls were dec o rat ed with ev ery kind of pre cious  stone. The  first 
foun da tion was jas per, the sec ond sap phire, the  third ag ate, the  fourth em-
er ald, the  fifth onyx, the  sixth ruby, the sev enth chrys o lite, the  eighth ber yl, 
the  ninth to paz, the  tenth tur quoise, the elev enth ja cinth, and the  twelfth 
am e thyst. The  twelve  gates were  twelve  pearls, each gate made of a sin gle 
 pearl. The  great  street of the city was of gold, as pure as trans par ent glass.

I did not see a tem ple in the city, be cause the Lord God Al mighty and 
the Lamb are its tem ple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to  shine 
on it, for the glo ry of God  gives it  light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The na tions 
will walk by its  light, and the  kings of the  earth will  bring  their splen dor into 
it. On no day will its  gates ever be shut, for  there will be no  night  there. The 
glo ry and hon or of the na tions will be  brought into it. Noth ing im pure will 
ever en ter it, nor will any one who does what is shame ful or de ceit ful, but 
only  those  whose  names are writ ten in the  Lamb’s book of life.
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Then the an gel  showed me the riv er of the wa ter of life, as  clear as crys-
tal, flow ing from the  throne of God and of the Lamb down the mid dle of the 
 great  street of the city. On each side of the riv er  stood the tree of life, bear ing 
 twelve  crops of  fruit, yield ing its  fruit ev ery  month. And the  leaves of the 
tree are for the heal ing of the na tions. No lon ger will  there be any  curse. 
The  throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his ser vants will 
 serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on  their fore heads. 
There will be no more  night. They will not need the  light of a lamp or the 
 light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them  light. And they will  reign 
for ever and ever.

The an gel said to me, “These  words are trust wor thy and true. The Lord, 
the God who in spires the proph ets, sent his an gel to show his ser vants the 
 things that must soon take place.”

“Look, I am com ing soon!  Blessed is the one who keeps the  words of the 
proph e cy writ ten in this scroll.”
3
3
3

I, John, am the one who  heard and saw  these  things. And when I had  heard 
 and seen them, I fell down to wor ship at the feet of the an gel who had 

been show ing them to me. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fel low 
ser vant with you and with your fel low proph ets and with all who keep the 
 words of this  scroll. Wor ship God!”

Then he told me, “Do not seal up the  words of the proph e cy of this 
 scroll, be cause the time is near. Let the one who does  wrong con tin ue to 
do  wrong; let the vile per son con tin ue to be vile; let the one who does  right 
con tin ue to do  right; and let the  holy per son con tin ue to be holy.”

“Look, I am com ing soon! My re ward is with me, and I will give to each 
per son ac cord ing to what they have done. I am the Al pha and the Ome ga, 
the  First and the Last, the Be gin ning and the End.

“Blessed are  those who wash  their  robes, that they may have the  right 
to the tree of life and may go  through the  gates into the city. Out side are the 
dogs,  those who prac tice mag ic arts, the sex u al ly im mor al, the mur der ers, 
the idol a ters and ev ery one who  loves and prac tic es false hood.

“I,  Jesus, have sent my an gel to give you this tes ti mo ny for the church es. 
I am the Root and the Off spring of Da vid, and the  bright Morn ing Star.”

The Spir it and the  bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come!” Let the one who is  thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take 
the free gift of the wa ter of life.
1
I warn ev ery one who  hears the  words of the proph e cy of this  scroll: If any-
one adds any thing to them, God will add to that per son the  plagues de-
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scribed in this  scroll. And if anyone  takes  words away from this  scroll of 
proph e cy, God will take away from that per son any  share in the tree of life 
and in the Holy City,  which are de scribed in this scroll.

He who tes ti fies to  these  things says, “Yes, I am com ing soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord  Jesus.
The  grace of the Lord  Jesus be with  God’s peo ple. Amen.
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