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2
2
Now  about food sac ri ficed to  idols: We know that “We all pos sess knowl-
edge.” But knowl edge  puffs up  while love  builds up. Those who  think they 
know some thing do not yet know as they  ought to know. But who ev er  loves 
God is  known by God.

So then,  about eat ing food sac ri ficed to  idols: We know that “An idol is 
noth ing at all in the  world” and that “There is no God but one.” For even if 
 there are so- called gods, wheth er in heav en or on  earth (as in deed  there are 
many “gods” and many “lords”), yet for us  there is but one God, the Fa ther, 
from whom all  things came and for whom we live; and  there is but one Lord, 
 Jesus  Christ,  through whom all  things came and  through whom we live.

But not ev ery one pos ses ses this knowl edge. Some peo ple are  still so 
ac cus tomed to  idols that when they eat sac ri fi cial food they  think of it as 
hav ing been sac ri ficed to a god, and  since  their con science is weak, it is de-
filed. But food does not  bring us near to God; we are no  worse if we do not 
eat, and no bet ter if we do.

Be care ful, how ev er, that the ex er cise of your  rights does not be come a 
stum bling  block to the weak. For if some one with a weak con science sees 
you, with all your knowl edge, eat ing in an  idol’s tem ple,  won’t that per son 
be em bold ened to eat what is sac ri ficed to  idols? So this weak broth er or 
sis ter, for whom  Christ died, is de stroyed by your knowl edge. When you sin 
 against them in this way and  wound  their weak con science, you sin  against 
 Christ. There fore, if what I eat caus es my broth er or sis ter to fall into sin, I 
will nev er eat meat  again, so that I will not  cause them to fall.
1
Am I not free? Am I not an apos tle? Have I not seen  Jesus our Lord? Are you 
not the re sult of my work in the Lord? Even  though I may not be an apos tle 
to oth ers, sure ly I am to you! For you are the seal of my apos tle ship in the 
Lord.

This is my de fense to  those who sit in judg ment on me. Don’t we have 
the  right to food and  drink? Don’t we have the  right to take a be liev ing wife 
 along with us, as do the oth er apos tles and the  Lord’s broth ers and Ce phas ? 
Or is it only I and Bar na bas who lack the  right to not work for a liv ing?

Who  serves as a sol dier at his own ex pense? Who  plants a vine yard and 
does not eat its  grapes? Who  tends a  flock and does not  drink the milk? Do 
I say this mere ly on hu man au thor i ty?  Doesn’t the Law say the same  thing? 
For it is writ ten in the Law of Mo ses: “Do not muz zle an ox  while it is tread-
ing out the  grain.” Is it  about oxen that God is con cerned? Sure ly he says 
this for us,  doesn’t he? Yes, this was writ ten for us, be cause who ever plows 
and  threshes  should be able to do so in the hope of shar ing in the har vest. If 
we have sown spir i tu al seed  among you, is it too much if we reap a ma teri al 
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har vest from you? If oth ers have this  right of sup port from you,  shouldn’t 
we have it all the more?

But we did not use this  right. On the con trary, we put up with any thing 
rath er than hin der the gos pel of  Christ.

Don’t you know that  those who  serve in the tem ple get  their food from 
the tem ple, and that  those who  serve at the al tar  share in what is of fered 
on the al tar? In the same way, the Lord has com mand ed that  those who 
 preach the gos pel  should re ceive  their liv ing from the gos pel.

But I have not used any of  these  rights. And I am not writ ing this in the 
hope that you will do such  things for me, for I  would rath er die than al low 
any one to de prive me of this  boast. For when I  preach the gos pel, I can not 
 boast,  since I am com pelled to  preach. Woe to me if I do not  preach the gos-
pel! If I  preach vol un tar i ly, I have a re ward; if not vol un tar i ly, I am sim ply 
dis charg ing the  trust com mit ted to me. What then is my re ward? Just this: 
that in preach ing the gos pel I may of fer it free of  charge, and so not make 
full use of my  rights as a preach er of the gos pel.

Though I am free and be long to no one, I have made my self a  slave to 
ev ery one, to win as many as pos si ble. To the Jews I be came like a Jew, to win 
the Jews. To  those un der the law I be came like one un der the law (though I 
my self am not un der the law), so as to win  those un der the law. To  those not 
hav ing the law I be came like one not hav ing the law (though I am not free 
from  God’s law but am un der  Christ’s law), so as to win  those not hav ing the 
law. To the weak I be came weak, to win the weak. I have be come all  things 
to all peo ple so that by all pos si ble  means I  might save some. I do all this for 
the sake of the gos pel, that I may  share in its bless ings.

Do you not know that in a race all the run ners run, but only one gets the 
 prize? Run in such a way as to get the  prize. Ev ery one who com petes in the 
 games goes into  strict train ing. They do it to get a  crown that will not last, 
but we do it to get a  crown that will last for ev er. There fore I do not run like 
some one run ning aim less ly; I do not  fight like a box er beat ing the air. No, I 
 strike a blow to my body and make it my  slave so that af ter I have  preached 
to oth ers, I my self will not be dis qual i fied for the prize.
1
For I do not want you to be ig no rant of the fact, broth ers and sis ters, that our 
an ces tors were all un der the  cloud and that they all  passed  through the sea. 
They were all bap tized into Mo ses in the  cloud and in the sea. They all ate 
the same spir i tu al food and  drank the same spir i tu al  drink; for they  drank 
from the spir i tu al rock that ac com pa nied them, and that rock was  Christ. 
Nev er the less, God was not  pleased with most of them;  their bod ies were 
scat tered in the wil der ness.

Now  these  things oc curred as ex am ples to keep us from set ting our 
 hearts on evil  things as they did. Do not be idol a ters, as some of them were; 
as it is writ ten: “The peo ple sat down to eat and  drink and got up to in dulge 
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in rev el ry.” We  should not com mit sex u al im mo ral i ty, as some of them 
did —  and in one day twen ty- three thou sand of them died. We  should not 
test  Christ, as some of them did —  and were  killed by  snakes. And do not 
grum ble, as some of them did —  and were  killed by the de stroy ing an gel.

These  things hap pened to them as ex am ples and were writ ten down as 
warn ings for us, on whom the cul mina tion of the ages has come. So, if you 
 think you are stand ing firm, be care ful that you  don’t fall! No temp ta tion 
has over tak en you ex cept what is com mon to man kind. And God is faith ful; 
he will not let you be tempt ed be yond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempt ed, he will also pro vide a way out so that you can en dure it.

There fore, my dear  friends, flee from idol a try. I  speak to sen si ble peo-
ple;  judge for your selves what I say. Is not the cup of thanks giv ing for  which 
we give  thanks a par tic i pa tion in the  blood of  Christ? And is not the  bread 
that we  break a par tic i pa tion in the body of  Christ? Be cause  there is one 
loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all  share the one loaf.

Con sid er the peo ple of Is ra el: Do not  those who eat the sac ri fic es par tic-
i pate in the al tar? Do I mean then that food sac ri ficed to an idol is any thing, 
or that an idol is any thing? No, but the sac ri fic es of pa gans are of fered to 
de mons, not to God, and I do not want you to be par tic i pants with de mons. 
You can not  drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of de mons too; you can-
not have a part in both the  Lord’s ta ble and the ta ble of de mons. Are we 
try ing to  arouse the  Lord’s jeal ou sy? Are we stron ger than he?
1
“I have the  right to do any thing,” you say —  but not ev ery thing is ben e fi cial. 
“I have the  right to do any thing” —  but not ev ery thing is con struc tive. No 
one  should seek  their own good, but the good of oth ers.

Eat any thing sold in the meat mar ket with out rais ing ques tions of con-
science, for, “The  earth is the  Lord’s, and ev ery thing in it.”

If an un be liev er in vites you to a meal and you want to go, eat what ev er 
is put be fore you with out rais ing ques tions of con science. But if some one 
says to you, “This has been of fered in sac ri fice,” then do not eat it, both for 
the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of con science. I am re-
fer ring to the oth er per son’s con science, not  yours. For why is my free dom 
be ing  judged by an oth er’s con science? If I take part in the meal with thank-
ful ness, why am I de nounced be cause of some thing I  thank God for?

So wheth er you eat or  drink or what ev er you do, do it all for the glo ry of 
God. Do not  cause any one to stum ble, wheth er Jews,  Greeks or the  church 
of God — even as I try to  please ev ery one in ev ery way. For I am not seek ing 
my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. Fol low my 
ex am ple, as I fol low the ex am ple of Christ.
2
2
I  praise you for re mem ber ing me in ev ery thing and for hold ing to the tra di-
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tions just as I  passed them on to you. But I want you to re al ize that the head 
of ev ery man is  Christ, and the head of the wom an is man, and the head of 
 Christ is God. Ev ery man who  prays or proph e sies with his head cov ered 
dis hon ors his head. But ev ery wom an who  prays or proph e sies with her 
head un cov ered dis hon ors her head —  it is the same as hav ing her head 
 shaved. For if a wom an does not cov er her head, she  might as well have her 
hair cut off; but if it is a dis grace for a wom an to have her hair cut off or her 
head  shaved, then she  should cov er her head.

A man  ought not to cov er his head,  since he is the im age and glo ry of 
God; but wom an is the glo ry of man. For man did not come from wom an, 
but wom an from man; nei ther was man cre at ed for wom an, but wom an 
for man. It is for this rea son that a wom an  ought to have au thor i ty over 
her own head, be cause of the an gels. Nev er the less, in the Lord wom an is 
not in de pen dent of man, nor is man in de pen dent of wom an. For as wom-
an came from man, so also man is born of wom an. But ev ery thing  comes 
from God.

Judge for your selves: Is it prop er for a wom an to pray to God with her 
head un cov ered? Does not the very na ture of  things  teach you that if a man 
has long hair, it is a dis grace to him, but that if a wom an has long hair, it is 
her glo ry? For long hair is giv en to her as a cov er ing. If any one  wants to be 
con ten tious  about this, we have no oth er prac tice —  nor do the church es 
of God.
2
2
In the fol low ing di rec tives I have no  praise for you, for your meet ings do 
more harm than good. In the  first  place, I hear that when you come to geth-
er as a  church,  there are di vi sions  among you, and to some ex tent I be lieve 
it. No  doubt  there have to be dif fer enc es  among you to show  which of you 
have  God’s ap prov al. So then, when you come to geth er, it is not the  Lord’s 
Sup per you eat, for when you are eat ing, some of you go  ahead with your 
own pri vate sup pers. As a re sult, one per son re mains hun gry and an oth er 
gets  drunk. Don’t you have  homes to eat and  drink in? Or do you de spise the 
 church of God by hu mil i at ing  those who have noth ing? What  shall I say to 
you?  Shall I  praise you? Cer tain ly not in this mat ter!

For I re ceived from the Lord what I also  passed on to you: The Lord 
 Jesus, on the  night he was be trayed, took  bread, and when he had giv en 
 thanks, he  broke it and said, “This is my body,  which is for you; do this in 
re mem brance of me.” In the same way, af ter sup per he took the cup, say ing, 
“This cup is the new cov enant in my  blood; do this, when ev er you  drink it, 
in re mem brance of me.” For when ev er you eat this  bread and  drink this 
cup, you pro claim the  Lord’s  death un til he comes.

So then, who ev er eats the  bread or  drinks the cup of the Lord in an un-
wor thy man ner will be  guilty of sin ning  against the body and  blood of the 
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Lord. Ev ery one  ought to ex am ine them selves be fore they eat of the  bread 
and  drink from the cup. For  those who eat and  drink with out dis cern ing 
the body of  Christ eat and  drink judg ment on them selves. That is why many 
 among you are weak and sick, and a num ber of you have fall en  asleep. But 
if we were more dis cern ing with re gard to our selves, we  would not come 
un der such judg ment. Nev er the less, when we are  judged in this way by the 
Lord, we are be ing dis ci plined so that we will not be fi nal ly con demned 
with the world.

So then, my broth ers and sis ters, when you gath er to eat, you  should all 
eat to geth er. Any one who is hun gry  should eat some thing at home, so that 
when you meet to geth er it may not re sult in judg ment.

And when I come I will give fur ther di rec tions.
2
2
Now  about the  gifts of the Spir it, broth ers and sis ters, I do not want you to 
be un in formed. You know that when you were pa gans, some how or oth-
er you were in flu enced and led  astray to mute  idols. There fore I want you 
to know that no one who is speak ing by the Spir it of God says, “Jesus be 
 cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” ex cept by the Holy Spir it.

There are dif fer ent  kinds of  gifts, but the same Spir it dis trib utes them. 
There are dif fer ent  kinds of ser vice, but the same Lord. There are dif fer ent 
 kinds of work ing, but in all of them and in ev ery one it is the same God at 
work.

Now to each one the man i fes ta tion of the Spir it is giv en for the com-
mon good. To one  there is giv en  through the Spir it a mes sage of wis dom, 
to an oth er a mes sage of knowl edge by  means of the same Spir it, to an oth er 
 faith by the same Spir it, to an oth er  gifts of heal ing by that one Spir it, to an-
oth er mi rac u lous pow ers, to an oth er proph e cy, to an oth er dis tin guish ing 
be tween spir its, to an oth er speak ing in dif fer ent  kinds of  tongues, and to 
 still an oth er the in ter pre ta tion of  tongues. All  these are the work of one 
and the same Spir it, and he dis trib utes them to each one, just as he de ter-
mines.

Just as a body,  though one, has many  parts, but all its many  parts form 
one body, so it is with  Christ. For we were all bap tized by one Spir it so as to 
form one body —  wheth er Jews or Gen tiles,  slave or free —  and we were all 
giv en the one Spir it to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part 
but of many.

Now if the foot  should say, “Be cause I am not a hand, I do not be long 
to the body,” it  would not for that rea son stop be ing part of the body. And if 
the ear  should say, “Be cause I am not an eye, I do not be long to the body,” 
it  would not for that rea son stop be ing part of the body. If the  whole body 
were an eye,  where  would the  sense of hear ing be? If the  whole body were 
an ear,  where  would the  sense of  smell be? But in fact God has  placed the 
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 parts in the body, ev ery one of them, just as he want ed them to be. If they 
were all one part,  where  would the body be? As it is,  there are many  parts, 
but one body.

The eye can not say to the hand, “I  don’t need you!” And the head can-
not say to the feet, “I  don’t need you!” On the con trary,  those  parts of the 
body that seem to be weak er are in dis pens able, and the  parts that we  think 
are less hon or able we  treat with spe cial hon or. And the  parts that are un-
pre sent able are treat ed with spe cial mod es ty, while our pre sent able  parts 
need no spe cial treat ment. But God has put the body to geth er, giv ing great-
er hon or to the  parts that  lacked it, so that  there  should be no di vi sion in 
the body, but that its  parts  should have  equal con cern for each oth er. If one 
part suf fers, ev ery part suf fers with it; if one part is hon ored, ev ery part re-
joic es with it.

Now you are the body of  Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And 
God has  placed in the  church  first of all apos tles, sec ond proph ets,  third 
teach ers, then mir a cles, then  gifts of heal ing, of help ing, of guid ance, and 
of dif fer ent  kinds of  tongues. Are all apos tles? Are all proph ets? Are all 
teach ers? Do all work mir a cles? Do all have  gifts of heal ing? Do all  speak in 
 tongues ? Do all in ter pret? Now ea ger ly de sire the great er gifts.
1
And yet I will show you the most ex cel lent way.

If I  speak in the  tongues of men or of an gels, but do not have love, I am 
only a re sound ing gong or a clang ing cym bal. If I have the gift of proph e cy 
and can fath om all mys ter ies and all knowl edge, and if I have a  faith that 
can move moun tains, but do not have love, I am noth ing. If I give all I pos-
sess to the poor and give over my body to hard ship that I may  boast, but do 
not have love, I gain noth ing.

Love is pa tient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not  boast, it is not 
 proud. It does not dis hon or oth ers, it is not self-seek ing, it is not eas i ly an-
gered, it  keeps no rec ord of  wrongs. Love does not de light in evil but re joic-
es with the  truth. It al ways pro tects, al ways  trusts, al ways  hopes, al ways 
per se veres.

Love nev er  fails. But  where  there are proph e cies, they will  cease;  where 
 there are  tongues, they will be  stilled;  where  there is knowl edge, it will pass 
away. For we know in part and we proph e sy in part, but when com plete ness 
 comes, what is in part dis ap pears. When I was a  child, I  talked like a  child, 
I  thought like a  child, I rea soned like a  child. When I be came a man, I put 
the ways of child hood be hind me. For now we see only a re flec tion as in a 
mir ror; then we  shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I  shall know 
ful ly, even as I am ful ly known.

And now  these  three re main:  faith, hope and love. But the great est of 
 these is love.

02NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   13202NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   132 5/11/2011   6:53:20 PM5/11/2011   6:53:20 PM



  1 Corinthians | 133

14:1–14:21

1
Fol low the way of love and ea ger ly de sire  gifts of the Spir it, es pe cial ly proph-
e cy. For any one who  speaks in a  tongue does not  speak to peo ple but to 
God. In deed, no one un der stands them; they ut ter mys ter ies by the Spir it. 
But the one who proph e sies  speaks to peo ple for  their strength en ing, en-
cour ag ing and com fort. Any one who  speaks in a  tongue ed i fies them selves, 
but the one who proph e sies ed i fies the  church. I  would like ev ery one of you 
to  speak in  tongues, but I  would rath er have you proph e sy. The one who 
proph e sies is great er than the one who  speaks in  tongues, un less some one 
in ter prets, so that the  church may be ed i fied.

Now, broth ers and sis ters, if I come to you and  speak in  tongues, what 
good will I be to you, un less I  bring you some rev e la tion or knowl edge or 
proph e cy or word of in struc tion? Even in the case of life less  things that 
make  sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will any one know what tune is 
be ing  played un less  there is a dis tinc tion in the  notes? Again, if the trum-
pet does not  sound a  clear call, who will get  ready for bat tle? So it is with 
you. Un less you  speak in tel li gi ble  words with your  tongue, how will any one 
know what you are say ing? You will just be speak ing into the air. Un doubt-
ed ly  there are all  sorts of lan guag es in the  world, yet none of them is with out 
mean ing. If then I do not  grasp the mean ing of what some one is say ing, I 
am a for eign er to the speak er, and the speak er is a for eign er to me. So it is 
with you.  Since you are ea ger for  gifts of the Spir it, try to ex cel in  those that 
 build up the church.

For this rea son the one who  speaks in a  tongue  should pray that they 
may in ter pret what they say. For if I pray in a  tongue, my spir it  prays, but my 
mind is un fruit ful. So what  shall I do? I will pray with my spir it, but I will 
also pray with my un der stand ing; I will sing with my spir it, but I will also 
sing with my un der stand ing. Oth er wise when you are prais ing God in the 
Spir it, how can some one else, who is now put in the po si tion of an in quir er, 
say “Amen” to your thanks giv ing,  since they do not know what you are say-
ing? You are giv ing  thanks well  enough, but no one else is ed i fied.

I  thank God that I  speak in  tongues more than all of you. But in the 
 church I  would rath er  speak five in tel li gi ble  words to in struct oth ers than 
ten thou sand  words in a tongue.

Broth ers and sis ters, stop think ing like chil dren. In re gard to evil be 
in fants, but in your think ing be  adults. In the Law it is writ ten:

  “With other tongues
  and through the lips of foreigners
  I will speak to this people,
  but even then they will not listen to me,

says the Lord.”
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Tongues, then, are a sign, not for be liev ers but for un be liev ers; proph e-
cy, how ev er, is not for un be liev ers but for be liev ers. So if the  whole  church 
 comes to geth er and ev ery one  speaks in  tongues, and in quir ers or un be-
liev ers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? But if an 
un be liev er or an in quir er  comes in  while ev ery one is proph e sy ing, they are 
con vict ed of sin and are  brought un der judg ment by all, as the se crets of 
 their  hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down and wor ship God, ex claim-
ing, “God is real ly  among you!”
1
What then  shall we say, broth ers and sis ters? When you come to geth er, each 
of you has a hymn, or a word of in struc tion, a rev e la tion, a  tongue or an in-
ter pre ta tion. Ev ery thing must be done so that the  church may be  built up. If 
any one  speaks in a  tongue, two —  or at the most  three —   should  speak, one 
at a time, and some one must in ter pret. If  there is no in ter pret er, the speak er 
 should keep qui et in the  church and  speak to him self and to God.

Two or  three proph ets  should  speak, and the oth ers  should  weigh care-
ful ly what is said. And if a rev e la tion  comes to some one who is sit ting down, 
the  first speak er  should stop. For you can all proph e sy in turn so that ev ery-
one may be in struct ed and en cour aged. The spir its of proph ets are sub ject 
to the con trol of proph ets. For God is not a God of dis or der but of  peace —  as 
in all the con gre ga tions of the  Lord’s peo ple.

Wom en  should re main si lent in the church es. They are not al lowed to 
 speak, but must be in sub mis sion, as the law says. If they want to in quire 
 about some thing, they  should ask  their own hus bands at home; for it is dis-
grace ful for a wom an to  speak in the church.

Or did the word of God orig i nate with you? Or are you the only peo ple 
it has  reached? If any one  thinks they are a proph et or oth er wise gift ed by 
the Spir it, let them ac knowl edge that what I am writ ing to you is the  Lord’s 
com mand. But if any one ig nores this, they will them selves be ig nored.

There fore, my broth ers and sis ters, be ea ger to proph e sy, and do not 
for bid speak ing in  tongues. But ev ery thing  should be done in a fit ting and 
or der ly way.
2
2
Now, broth ers and sis ters, I want to re mind you of the gos pel I  preached to 
you,  which you re ceived and on  which you have tak en your  stand. By this 
gos pel you are  saved, if you hold firm ly to the word I  preached to you. Oth-
er wise, you have be lieved in vain.

For what I re ceived I  passed on to you as of  first im por tance: that  Christ 
died for our sins ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, that he was bur ied, that he was 
 raised on the  third day ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, and that he ap peared to 
Ce phas, and then to the  Twelve. Af ter that, he ap peared to more than five 
hun dred of the broth ers and sis ters at the same time, most of whom are  still 
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liv ing,  though some have fall en  asleep. Then he ap peared to  James, then to 
all the apos tles, and last of all he ap peared to me also, as to one ab nor mal ly 
born.

For I am the  least of the apos tles and do not even de serve to be  called 
an apos tle, be cause I per se cut ed the  church of God. But by the  grace of God 
I am what I am, and his  grace to me was not with out ef fect. No, I  worked 
hard er than all of them —  yet not I, but the  grace of God that was with me. 
Wheth er, then, it is I or they, this is what we  preach, and this is what you 
be lieved.

But if it is  preached that  Christ has been  raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that  there is no res ur rec tion of the dead? If  there is no res-
ur rec tion of the dead, then not even  Christ has been  raised. And if  Christ 
has not been  raised, our preach ing is use less and so is your  faith. More than 
that, we are then  found to be  false wit ness es  about God, for we have tes ti-
fied  about God that he  raised  Christ from the dead. But he did not  raise him 
if in fact the dead are not  raised. For if the dead are not  raised, then  Christ 
has not been  raised ei ther. And if  Christ has not been  raised, your  faith is 
fu tile; you are  still in your sins. Then  those also who have fall en  asleep in 
 Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in  Christ, we are of all peo-
ple most to be pit ied.

But  Christ has in deed been  raised from the dead, the first fruits of  those 
who have fall en  asleep. For  since  death came  through a man, the res ur rec-
tion of the dead  comes also  through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in 
 Christ all will be made  alive. But each in turn:  Christ, the first fruits; then, 
when he  comes,  those who be long to him. Then the end will come, when 
he  hands over the king dom to God the Fa ther af ter he has de stroyed all 
do min ion, au thor i ty and pow er. For he must  reign un til he has put all his 
en e mies un der his feet. The last en e my to be de stroyed is  death. For he “has 
put ev ery thing un der his feet.” Now when it says that “ev ery thing” has been 
put un der him, it is  clear that this does not in clude God him self, who put 
ev ery thing un der  Christ. When he has done this, then the Son him self will 
be made sub ject to him who put ev ery thing un der him, so that God may 
be all in all.

Now if  there is no res ur rec tion, what will  those do who are bap tized for 
the dead? If the dead are not  raised at all, why are peo ple bap tized for them? 
And as for us, why do we en dan ger our selves ev ery hour? I face  death ev ery 
day —  yes, just as sure ly as I  boast  about you in  Christ  Jesus our Lord. If I 
 fought wild  beasts in Eph e sus with no more than hu man  hopes, what have 
I  gained? If the dead are not raised,

  “Let us eat and drink,
  for tomorrow we die.”
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Do not be mis led: “Bad com pa ny cor rupts good char ac ter.” Come back to 
your sens es as you  ought, and stop sin ning; for  there are some who are ig-
no rant of God —  I say this to your shame.

But some one will ask, “How are the dead  raised? With what kind of 
body will they come?” How fool ish! What you sow does not come to life 
un less it dies. When you sow, you do not  plant the body that will be, but 
just a seed, per haps of  wheat or of some thing else. But God  gives it a body 
as he has de ter mined, and to each kind of seed he  gives its own body. Not 
all  flesh is the same: Peo ple have one kind of  flesh, an i mals have an oth er, 
 birds an oth er and fish an oth er. There are also heav en ly bod ies and  there 
are earth ly bod ies; but the splen dor of the heav en ly bod ies is one kind, and 
the splen dor of the earth ly bod ies is an oth er. The sun has one kind of splen-
dor, the moon an oth er and the  stars an oth er; and star dif fers from star in 
splen dor.

So will it be with the res ur rec tion of the dead. The body that is sown 
is per ish able, it is  raised im per ish able; it is sown in dis hon or, it is  raised in 
glo ry; it is sown in weak ness, it is  raised in pow er; it is sown a nat u ral body, 
it is  raised a spir i tu al body.

If  there is a nat u ral body,  there is also a spir i tu al body. So it is writ ten: 
“The  first man Adam be came a liv ing be ing”; the last Adam, a life-giv ing 
spir it. The spir i tu al did not come  first, but the nat u ral, and af ter that the 
spir i tu al. The  first man was of the dust of the  earth; the sec ond man is of 
heav en. As was the earth ly man, so are  those who are of the  earth; and as 
is the heav en ly man, so also are  those who are of heav en. And just as we 
have  borne the im age of the earth ly man, so  shall we bear the im age of the 
heav en ly man.

I de clare to you, broth ers and sis ters, that  flesh and  blood can not in-
her it the king dom of God, nor does the per ish able in her it the im per ish-
able. Lis ten, I tell you a mys tery: We will not all  sleep, but we will all be 
 changed — in a  flash, in the twin kling of an eye, at the last trum pet. For the 
trum pet will  sound, the dead will be  raised im per ish able, and we will be 
 changed. For the per ish able must  clothe it self with the im per ish able, and 
the mor tal with im mor tal i ty. When the per ish able has been  clothed with 
the im per ish able, and the mor tal with im mor tal i ty, then the say ing that is 
writ ten will come true: “Death has been swal lowed up in vic to ry.”

  “Where, O death, is your victory?
  Where, O death, is your sting?”

The  sting of  death is sin, and the pow er of sin is the law. But  thanks be to 
God! He  gives us the vic to ry  through our Lord  Jesus Christ.

There fore, my dear broth ers and sis ters,  stand firm. Let noth ing move 

02NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   13602NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd   136 5/11/2011   6:53:20 PM5/11/2011   6:53:20 PM



  1 Corinthians | 137

16:1–16:21

you. Al ways give your selves ful ly to the work of the Lord, be cause you know 
that your la bor in the Lord is not in vain.
2
2
Now  about the col lec tion for the  Lord’s peo ple: Do what I told the Ga la tian 
church es to do. On the  first day of ev ery week, each one of you  should set 
 aside a sum of mon ey in keep ing with your in come, sav ing it up, so that 
when I come no col lec tions will have to be made. Then, when I ar rive, I 
will give let ters of in tro duc tion to the men you ap prove and send them with 
your gift to Je ru sa lem. If it  seems ad vis able for me to go also, they will ac-
com pa ny me.
3
3
3

A f ter I go  through Mac e do nia, I will come to you —  for I will be go ing 
 through Mac e do nia. Per haps I will stay with you for a  while, or even 

 spend the win ter, so that you can help me on my jour ney, wher ev er I go. For 
I do not want to see you now and make only a pass ing vis it; I hope to  spend 
some time with you, if the Lord per mits. But I will stay on at Eph e sus un til 
Pen te cost, be cause a  great door for ef fec tive work has  opened to me, and 
 there are many who op pose me.

When Tim o thy  comes, see to it that he has noth ing to fear  while he is 
with you, for he is car ry ing on the work of the Lord, just as I am. No one, 
then,  should  treat him with con tempt. Send him on his way in  peace so that 
he may re turn to me. I am ex pect ing him  along with the broth ers.

Now  about our broth er Apol los: I strong ly  urged him to go to you with 
the broth ers. He was  quite un will ing to go now, but he will go when he has 
the op por tu ni ty.

Be on your  guard;  stand firm in the  faith; be cou ra geous; be  strong. Do 
ev ery thing in love.

You know that the house hold of Steph a nas were the  first con verts in 
Acha ia, and they have de vot ed them selves to the ser vice of the  Lord’s peo-
ple. I urge you, broth ers and sis ters, to sub mit to such peo ple and to ev-
ery one who  joins in the work and la bors at it. I was glad when Steph a nas, 
For tu na tus and Acha i cus ar rived, be cause they have sup plied what was 
lack ing from you. For they re freshed my spir it and  yours also. Such men 
de serve rec og ni tion.

The church es in the prov ince of Asia send you greet ings. Aq ui la and 
Pris cil la  greet you warm ly in the Lord, and so does the  church that  meets 
at  their  house. All the broth ers and sis ters here send you greet ings.  Greet 
one an oth er with a holy kiss.

I, Paul,  write this greet ing in my own hand.
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If any one does not love the Lord, let that per son be  cursed! Come, 
Lord !

The  grace of the Lord  Jesus be with you.
My love to all of you in  Christ  Jesus. Amen.
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