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pened, they were out raged and went and told  their mas ter ev ery thing that 
had hap pened.

“Then the mas ter  called the ser vant in. ‘You wick ed ser vant,’ he said, 
‘I can celed all that debt of  yours be cause you  begged me to. Shouldn’t you 
have had mer cy on your fel low ser vant just as I had on you?’ In an ger his 
mas ter hand ed him over to the jail ers to be tor tured, un til he  should pay 
back all he owed.

“This is how my heav en ly Fa ther will  treat each of you un less you for-
give your broth er or sis ter from your heart.”
3
3
3

W hen  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, he left Gal i lee and went 
into the re gion of Ju dea to the oth er side of the Jor dan. Large  crowds 

fol lowed him, and he  healed them there.
Some Phar i sees came to him to test him. They  asked, “Is it law ful for a 

man to di vorce his wife for any and ev ery rea son?”
“Haven’t you read,” he re plied, “that at the be gin ning the Cre a tor ‘made 

them male and fe male,’ and said, ‘For this rea son a man will  leave his fa ther 
and moth er and be unit ed to his wife, and the two will be come one  flesh’ ? 
So they are no lon ger two, but one  flesh. There fore what God has  joined to-
geth er, let no one sep a rate.”

“Why then,” they  asked, “did Mo ses com mand that a man give his wife 
a cer tif i cate of di vorce and send her away?”

Jesus re plied, “Mo ses per mit ted you to di vorce your  wives be cause 
your  hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the be gin ning. I tell you 
that any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im mo ral i ty, and mar-
ries an oth er wom an com mits adul tery.”

The dis ci ples said to him, “If this is the sit u a tion be tween a hus band 
and wife, it is bet ter not to mar ry.”

Jesus re plied, “Not ev ery one can ac cept this word, but only  those to 
whom it has been giv en. For there are eu nuchs who were born that way, and 
there are eu nuchs who have been made eu nuchs by others —  and there are 
those who choose to live like eu nuchs for the sake of the king dom of heav-
en. The one who can ac cept this  should ac cept it.”
1
Then peo ple  brought lit tle chil dren to  Jesus for him to  place his  hands on 
them and pray for them. But the dis ci ples re buked them.

Jesus said, “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me, and do not hin der them, 
for the king dom of heav en be longs to such as  these.” When he had  placed 
his  hands on them, he went on from there.

03NT_Mt-Heb-Jas_TBoTB_2.indd   27003NT_Mt-Heb-Jas_TBoTB_2.indd   270 5/11/2011   6:53:58 PM5/11/2011   6:53:58 PM



  Matthew | 271

19:16–20:7

1
Just then a man came up to  Jesus and  asked, “Teach er, what good  thing 
must I do to get eter nal life?”

“Why do you ask me  about what is good?”  Jesus re plied. “There is only 
One who is good. If you want to en ter life, keep the com mand ments.”

“Which ones?” he in quired.
Jesus re plied, “ ‘You  shall not mur der, you  shall not com mit adul tery, 

you  shall not  steal, you  shall not give  false tes ti mo ny, hon or your fa ther and 
moth er,’ and ‘love your neigh bor as your self.’ ”

“All  these I have kept,” the  young man said. “What do I  still lack?”
Jesus an swered, “If you want to be per fect, go, sell your pos ses sions 

and give to the poor, and you will have trea sure in heav en. Then come, fol-
low me.”

When the  young man  heard this, he went away sad, be cause he had 
 great wealth.

Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Tru ly I tell you, it is hard for some one 
who is rich to en ter the king dom of heav en. Again I tell you, it is eas i er for 
a cam el to go  through the eye of a nee dle than for some one who is rich to 
en ter the king dom of God.”

When the dis ci ples  heard this, they were great ly as ton ished and  asked, 
“Who then can be saved?”

Jesus  looked at them and said, “With man this is im pos si ble, but with 
God all  things are pos si ble.”

Pe ter an swered him, “We have left ev ery thing to fol low you! What then 
will  there be for us?”

Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, at the re new al of all  things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glo ri ous  throne, you who have fol lowed me will 
also sit on  twelve  thrones, judg ing the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. And ev ery-
one who has left hous es or broth ers or sis ters or fa ther or moth er or wife 
or chil dren or  fields for my sake will re ceive a hun dred  times as much and 
will in her it eter nal life. But many who are  first will be last, and many who 
are last will be first.

“For the king dom of heav en is like a land own er who went out ear ly in 
the morn ing to hire work ers for his vine yard. He  agreed to pay them a de-
nar i us for the day and sent them into his vine yard.

“About nine in the morn ing he went out and saw oth ers stand ing in 
the mar ket place do ing noth ing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vine yard, and I will pay you what ev er is  right.’ So they went.

“He went out  again  about noon and  about  three in the af ter noon and 
did the same  thing. About five in the af ter noon he went out and  found  still 
oth ers stand ing  around. He  asked them, ‘Why have you been stand ing here 
all day long do ing noth ing?’

“ ‘Be cause no one has  hired us,’ they an swered.
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“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vine yard.’
“When eve ning came, the own er of the vine yard said to his fore man, 

‘Call the work ers and pay them  their wag es, be gin ning with the last ones 
 hired and go ing on to the first.’

“The work ers who were  hired  about five in the af ter noon came and 
each re ceived a de nar i us. So when  those came who were  hired  first, they 
ex pect ed to re ceive more. But each one of them also re ceived a de nar i-
us. When they re ceived it, they be gan to grum ble  against the land own er. 
‘These who were  hired last  worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have 
made them  equal to us who have  borne the bur den of the work and the heat 
of the day.’

“But he an swered one of them, ‘I am not be ing un fair to you, friend. 
 Didn’t you  agree to work for a de nar i us? Take your pay and go. I want to 
give the one who was  hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the 
 right to do what I want with my own mon ey? Or are you en vi ous be cause I 
am gen er ous?’

“So the last will be  first, and the  first will be last.”
1
Now  Jesus was go ing up to Je ru sa lem. On the way, he took the  Twelve  aside 
and said to them, “We are go ing up to Je ru sa lem, and the Son of Man will 
be de liv ered over to the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law. They will 
con demn him to  death and will hand him over to the Gen tiles to be  mocked 
and  flogged and cru ci fied. On the  third day he will be  raised to life!”

Then the moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons came to  Jesus with her sons and, 
kneel ing down,  asked a fa vor of him.

“What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of  these two sons of mine may sit at your  right 

and the oth er at your left in your king dom.”
“You  don’t know what you are ask ing,”  Jesus said to them. “Can you 

 drink the cup I am go ing to drink?”
“We can,” they an swered.
Jesus said to them, “You will in deed  drink from my cup, but to sit at my 

 right or left is not for me to  grant.  These plac es be long to  those for whom 
they have been pre pared by my Fa ther.”

When the ten  heard  about this, they were in dig nant with the two broth-
ers. Jesus  called them to geth er and said, “You know that the rul ers of the 
Gen tiles lord it over them, and  their high of fi cials ex er cise au thor i ty over 
them. Not so with you. In stead, who ev er  wants to be come  great  among you 
must be your ser vant, and who ev er  wants to be  first must be your  slave —  
just as the Son of Man did not come to be  served, but to  serve, and to give 
his life as a ran som for many.”
1
As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were leav ing Jer i cho, a  large  crowd fol lowed him. 
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Two  blind men were sit ting by the road side, and when they  heard that  Jesus 
was go ing by, they shout ed, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on us!”

The  crowd re buked them and told them to be qui et, but they shout ed 
all the loud er, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on us!”

Jesus  stopped and  called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” 
he asked.

“Lord,” they an swered, “we want our sight.”
Jesus had com pas sion on them and  touched  their eyes. Im me di ate ly 

they re ceived  their  sight and fol lowed him.
1
As they ap proached Je ru sa lem and came to Beth pha ge on the  Mount of 
Ol ives,  Jesus sent two dis ci ples, say ing to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead of 
you, and at once you will find a don key tied  there, with her colt by her. Un-
tie them and  bring them to me. If any one says any thing to you, say that the 
Lord  needs them, and he will send them  right away.”

This took  place to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et:

  “Say to Daughter Zion,
  ‘See, your king comes to you,
  gentle and riding on a donkey,
  and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”

The dis ci ples went and did as  Jesus had in struct ed them. They  brought 
the don key and the colt and  placed  their  cloaks on them for  Jesus to sit on. A 
very  large  crowd  spread  their  cloaks on the road,  while oth ers cut branch es 
from the  trees and  spread them on the road. The  crowds that went  ahead of 
him and  those that fol lowed shout ed,

  “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When  Jesus en tered Je ru sa lem, the  whole city was  stirred and  asked, 
“Who is this?”

The  crowds an swered, “This is  Jesus, the proph et from Naz a reth in 
Gal i lee.”

Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts and  drove out all who were buy ing 
and sell ing  there. He over turned the ta bles of the mon ey chang ers and the 
bench es of  those sell ing  doves. “It is writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My  house 
will be  called a  house of  prayer,’ but you are mak ing it ‘a den of rob bers.’ ”

The  blind and the lame came to him at the tem ple, and he  healed them. 
But when the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law saw the won der ful 
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 things he did and the chil dren shout ing in the tem ple  courts, “Ho san na to 
the Son of Da vid,” they were in dig nant.

“Do you hear what  these chil dren are say ing?” they  asked him.
“Yes,” re plied  Jesus, “have you nev er read,

  “ ‘From the lips of children and infants
  you, Lord, have called forth your praise’ ?”

And he left them and went out of the city to Beth a ny,  where he  spent 
the night.
1
Ear ly in the morn ing, as  Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hun-
gry. See ing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but  found noth ing on it 
ex cept  leaves. Then he said to it, “May you nev er bear  fruit  again!” Im me-
di ate ly the tree with ered.

When the dis ci ples saw this, they were  amazed. “How did the fig tree 
with er so quick ly?” they asked.

Jesus re plied, “Tru ly I tell you, if you have  faith and do not  doubt, not 
only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this 
moun tain, ‘Go,  throw your self into the sea,’ and it will be done. If you be-
lieve, you will re ceive what ev er you ask for in prayer.”
1
Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts, and,  while he was teach ing, the  chief 
 priests and the el ders of the peo ple came to him. “By what au thor i ty are 
you do ing  these  things?” they  asked. “And who gave you this au thor i ty?”

Jesus re plied, “I will also ask you one ques tion. If you an swer me, I will 
tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these  things. John’s bap tism —   where 
did it come from? Was it from heav en, or of hu man or i gin?”

They dis cussed it  among them selves and said, “If we say, ‘From heav-
en,’ he will ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be lieve him?’ But if we say, ‘Of hu-
man or i gin’ —  we are  afraid of the peo ple, for they all hold that John was a 
proph et.”

So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t know.”
Then he said, “Nei ther will I tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these 

things.
“What do you  think?  There was a man who had two sons. He went to 

the  first and said, ‘Son, go and work to day in the vine yard.’
“ ‘I will not,’ he an swered, but lat er he  changed his mind and went.
“Then the fa ther went to the oth er son and said the same  thing. He an-

swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
“Which of the two did what his fa ther want ed?”
“The  first,” they an swered.
Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, the tax col lec tors and the pros ti-
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tutes are en ter ing the king dom of God  ahead of you. For John came to you 
to show you the way of righ teous ness, and you did not be lieve him, but the 
tax col lec tors and the pros ti tutes did. And even af ter you saw this, you did 
not re pent and be lieve him.

“Lis ten to an oth er par a ble:  There was a land own er who plant ed a vine-
yard. He put a wall  around it, dug a wine press in it and  built a watch tow er. 
Then he rent ed the vine yard to some farm ers and  moved to an oth er  place. 
When the har vest time ap proached, he sent his ser vants to the ten ants to 
col lect his fruit.

“The ten ants  seized his ser vants; they beat one,  killed an oth er, and 
 stoned a  third. Then he sent oth er ser vants to them, more than the  first 
time, and the ten ants treat ed them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son 
to them. ‘They will re spect my son,’ he said.

“But when the ten ants saw the son, they said to each oth er, ‘This is the 
heir. Come,  let’s kill him and take his in her i tance.’ So they took him and 
 threw him out of the vine yard and  killed him.

“There fore, when the own er of the vine yard  comes, what will he do to 
 those ten ants?”

“He will  bring  those wretch es to a wretch ed end,” they re plied, “and he 
will rent the vine yard to oth er ten ants, who will give him his  share of the 
crop at har vest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you nev er read in the Scrip tures:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
  the Lord has done this,
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?

“There fore I tell you that the king dom of God will be tak en away from 
you and giv en to a peo ple who will pro duce its  fruit. Any one who  falls on this 
 stone will be bro ken to piec es; any one on whom it  falls will be crushed.”

When the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees  heard  Jesus’ par a bles, they 
knew he was talk ing  about them. They  looked for a way to ar rest him, 
but they were  afraid of the  crowd be cause the peo ple held that he was a 
proph et.
1
Jesus  spoke to them  again in par a bles, say ing: “The king dom of heav en is 
like a king who pre pared a wed ding ban quet for his son. He sent his ser-
vants to  those who had been in vit ed to the ban quet to tell them to come, 
but they re fused to come.

“Then he sent some more ser vants and said, ‘Tell  those who have been 
in vit ed that I have pre pared my din ner: My oxen and fat tened cat tle have 
been butch ered, and ev ery thing is  ready. Come to the wed ding ban quet.’
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“But they paid no at ten tion and went off —  one to his  field, an oth er to 
his busi ness. The rest  seized his ser vants, mis treat ed them and  killed them. 
The king was en raged. He sent his army and de stroyed  those mur der ers 
and  burned  their city.

“Then he said to his ser vants, ‘The wed ding ban quet is  ready, but  those 
I in vit ed did not de serve to come. So go to the  street cor ners and in vite to 
the ban quet any one you find.’ So the ser vants went out into the  streets and 
gath ered all the peo ple they  could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wed ding hall was  filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the  guests, he no ticed a man  there 
who was not wear ing wed ding  clothes. He  asked, ‘How did you get in here 
with out wed ding  clothes, friend?’ The man was speech less.

“Then the king told the at ten dants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and  throw 
him out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing 
of teeth.’

“For many are in vit ed, but few are cho sen.”
1
Then the Phar i sees went out and laid  plans to trap him in his  words. They 
sent  their dis ci ples to him  along with the He ro di ans. “Teach er,” they said, 
“we know that you are a man of in teg ri ty and that you  teach the way of God 
in ac cor dance with the  truth. You  aren’t  swayed by oth ers, be cause you pay 
no at ten tion to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opin ion? Is it  right to 
pay the im pe ri al tax to Cae sar or not?”

But  Jesus, know ing  their evil in tent, said, “You hyp o crites, why are you 
try ing to trap me? Show me the coin used for pay ing the tax.” They  brought 
him a de nar i us, and he  asked them, “Whose im age is this? And  whose in-
scrip tion?”

“Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Cae sar what is Cae sar’s, and to 

God what is God’s.”
When they  heard this, they were  amazed. So they left him and went 

away.
1
That same day the Sad du cees, who say  there is no res ur rec tion, came to 
him with a ques tion. “Teach er,” they said, “Mo ses told us that if a man 
dies with out hav ing chil dren, his broth er must mar ry the wid ow and  raise 
up off spring for him. Now  there were sev en broth ers  among us. The  first 
one mar ried and died, and  since he had no chil dren, he left his wife to his 
broth er. The same  thing hap pened to the sec ond and  third broth er,  right 
on down to the sev enth. Fi nal ly, the wom an died. Now then, at the res ur-
rec tion,  whose wife will she be of the sev en,  since all of them were mar ried 
to her?”

Jesus re plied, “You are in er ror be cause you do not know the Scrip tures 
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or the pow er of God. At the res ur rec tion peo ple will nei ther mar ry nor be 
giv en in mar riage; they will be like the an gels in heav en. But  about the res-
ur rec tion of the dead —  have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the 
God of Abra ham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of Ja cob’ ? He is not the God 
of the dead but of the liv ing.”

When the  crowds  heard this, they were as ton ished at his teach ing.
1
Hear ing that  Jesus had si lenced the Sad du cees, the Phar i sees got to geth er. 
One of them, an ex pert in the law, test ed him with this ques tion: “Teach er, 
 which is the great est com mand ment in the Law?”

Jesus re plied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the  first and great est com mand-
ment. And the sec ond is like it: ‘Love your neigh bor as your self.’ All the Law 
and the Proph ets hang on  these two com mand ments.”
1
While the Phar i sees were gath ered to geth er,  Jesus  asked them, “What do 
you  think  about the Mes si ah?  Whose son is he?”

“The son of Da vid,” they re plied.
He said to them, “How is it then that Da vid, speak ing by the Spir it,  calls 

him ‘Lord’? For he says,

  “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your feet.” ’

If then Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” No one  could say 
a word in re ply, and from that day on no one  dared to ask him any more 
ques tions.
1
Then  Jesus said to the  crowds and to his dis ci ples: “The teach ers of the law 
and the Phar i sees sit in Mo ses’ seat. So you must be care ful to do ev ery-
thing they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not prac tice 
what they  preach. They tie up  heavy, cum ber some  loads and put them on 
oth er peo ple’s shoul ders, but they them selves are not will ing to lift a fin ger 
to move them.

“Ev ery thing they do is done for peo ple to see: They make  their phy lac-
ter ies wide and the tas sels on  their gar ments long; they love the  place of 
hon or at ban quets and the most im por tant  seats in the syn a gogues; they 
love to be greet ed with re spect in the mar ket plac es and to be called ‘Rab bi’ 
by others.

“But you are not to be  called ‘Rab bi,’ for you have one  Teach er, and 
you are all broth ers. And do not call any one on  earth ‘fa ther,’ for you have 
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one Fa ther, and he is in heav en. Nor are you to be  called in struc tors, for 
you have one In struc tor, the Mes si ah. The great est  among you will be your 
ser vant. For  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those who 
hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
shut the door of the king dom of heav en in peo ple’s fac es. You your selves do 
not en ter, nor will you let  those en ter who are try ing to.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
trav el over land and sea to win a sin gle con vert, and when you have suc-
ceed ed, you make them  twice as much a  child of hell as you are.

“Woe to you,  blind  guides! You say, ‘If any one  swears by the tem ple, it 
 means noth ing; but any one who  swears by the gold of the tem ple is  bound 
by that oath.’ You  blind  fools!  Which is great er: the gold, or the tem ple that 
 makes the gold sa cred? You also say, ‘If any one  swears by the al tar, it  means 
noth ing; but any one who  swears by the gift on the al tar is  bound by that 
oath.’ You  blind men!  Which is great er: the gift, or the al tar that  makes the 
gift sa cred? There fore, any one who  swears by the al tar  swears by it and by 
ev ery thing on it. And any one who  swears by the tem ple  swears by it and 
by the one who  dwells in it. And any one who  swears by heav en  swears by 
 God’s  throne and by the one who sits on it.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
give a  tenth of your spic es —  mint, dill and cum in. But you have ne glect ed 
the more im por tant mat ters of the law —  jus tice, mer cy and faith ful ness. 
You  should have prac ticed the lat ter, with out ne glect ing the for mer. You 
 blind  guides! You  strain out a gnat but swal low a cam el.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
 clean the out side of the cup and dish, but in side they are full of  greed and 
self-in dul gence. Blind Phar i see!  First  clean the in side of the cup and dish, 
and then the out side also will be clean.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You are 
like white washed  tombs,  which look beau ti ful on the out side but on the in-
side are full of the  bones of the dead and ev ery thing un clean. In the same 
way, on the out side you ap pear to peo ple as righ teous but on the in side you 
are full of hy poc ri sy and wick ed ness.

“Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
 build  tombs for the proph ets and dec o rate the  graves of the righ teous. And 
you say, ‘If we had  lived in the days of our an ces tors, we  would not have 
tak en part with them in shed ding the  blood of the proph ets.’ So you tes ti fy 
 against your selves that you are the de scen dants of  those who mur dered the 
proph ets. Go ahead, then, and com plete what your an ces tors started!

“You  snakes! You  brood of vi pers! How will you es cape be ing con-
demned to hell? There fore I am send ing you proph ets and  sages and teach-
ers. Some of them you will kill and cru ci fy; oth ers you will flog in your 
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syn a gogues and pur sue from town to town. And so upon you will come all 
the righ teous  blood that has been shed on  earth, from the  blood of righ-
teous Abel to the  blood of Zech a ri ah son of Ber e ki ah, whom you mur dered 
be tween the tem ple and the al tar. Tru ly I tell you, all this will come on this 
gen er a tion.

“Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent 
to you, how of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen 
gath ers her  chicks un der her  wings, and you were not will ing. Look, your 
 house is left to you des o late. For I tell you, you will not see me  again un til 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who  comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
2
2
Jesus left the tem ple and was walk ing away when his dis ci ples came up to 
him to call his at ten tion to its build ings. “Do you see all  these  things?” he 
 asked. “Tru ly I tell you, not one  stone here will be left on an oth er; ev ery one 
will be  thrown down.”

As  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount of Ol ives, the dis ci ples came to him 
pri vate ly. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this hap pen, and what will be the 
sign of your com ing and of the end of the age?”

Jesus an swered: “Watch out that no one de ceives you. For many will 
come in my name, claim ing, ‘I am the Mes si ah,’ and will de ceive many. You 
will hear of wars and ru mors of wars, but see to it that you are not  alarmed. 
Such  things must hap pen, but the end is  still to come. Na tion will rise 
 against na tion, and king dom  against king dom.  There will be fam ines and 
earth quakes in var i ous plac es. All  these are the be gin ning of  birth pains.

“Then you will be hand ed over to be per se cut ed and put to  death, and 
you will be hat ed by all na tions be cause of me. At that time many will turn 
away from the  faith and will be tray and hate each oth er, and many  false 
proph ets will ap pear and de ceive many peo ple. Be cause of the in crease of 
wick ed ness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who  stands firm to 
the end will be  saved. And this gos pel of the king dom will be  preached in 
the  whole  world as a tes ti mo ny to all na tions, and then the end will come.

“So when you see stand ing in the holy  place ‘the abom i na tion that 
caus es des o la tion,’ spo ken of  through the proph et Dan iel —  let the read er 
un der stand —  then let  those who are in Ju dea flee to the moun tains. Let 
no one on the house top go down to take any thing out of the  house. Let no 
one in the  field go back to get  their  cloak. How dread ful it will be in  those 
days for preg nant wom en and nurs ing moth ers! Pray that your  flight will 
not take  place in win ter or on the Sab bath. For then  there will be  great dis-
tress, un equaled from the be gin ning of the  world un til now —  and nev er to 
be  equaled  again.

“If  those days had not been cut  short, no one  would sur vive, but for the 
sake of the  elect  those days will be short ened. At that time if any one says 
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to you, ‘Look, here is the Mes si ah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not be lieve it. For 
 false mes si ahs and  false proph ets will ap pear and per form  great  signs and 
won ders to de ceive, if pos si ble, even the  elect. See, I have told you  ahead 
of time.

“So if any one  tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wil der ness,’ do not go out; 
or, ‘Here he is, in the in ner  rooms,’ do not be lieve it. For as light ning that 
 comes from the east is vis i ble even in the west, so will be the com ing of the 
Son of Man. Wher ev er  there is a car cass,  there the vul tures will gath er.

“Im me di ate ly af ter the dis tress of  those days

  “ ‘the sun will be darkened,
  and the moon will not give its light;
  the stars will fall from the sky,
  and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

“Then will ap pear the sign of the Son of Man in heav en. And then all 
the peo ples of the  earth will  mourn when they see the Son of Man com ing 
on the  clouds of heav en, with pow er and  great glo ry. And he will send his 
an gels with a loud trum pet call, and they will gath er his  elect from the four 
 winds, from one end of the heav ens to the oth er.

“Now  learn this les son from the fig tree: As soon as its  twigs get ten der 
and its  leaves come out, you know that sum mer is near. Even so, when you 
see all  these  things, you know that it is near,  right at the door. Tru ly I tell 
you, this gen er a tion will cer tain ly not pass away un til all  these  things have 
hap pened. Heav en and  earth will pass away, but my  words will nev er pass 
away.
1
“But  about that day or hour no one  knows, not even the an gels in heav en, 
nor the Son, but only the Fa ther. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be 
at the com ing of the Son of Man. For in the days be fore the  flood, peo ple 
were eat ing and drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage, up to the day 
Noah en tered the ark; and they knew noth ing  about what  would hap pen 
un til the  flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the 
com ing of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the  field; one will be tak en 
and the oth er left. Two wom en will be grind ing with a hand mill; one will 
be tak en and the oth er left.

“There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. But un der stand this: If the own er of the  house had  known 
at what time of  night the  thief was com ing, he  would have kept  watch and 
 would not have let his  house be bro ken into. So you also must be  ready, be-
cause the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.

“Who then is the faith ful and wise ser vant, whom the mas ter has put in 
 charge of the ser vants in his house hold to give them  their food at the prop er 
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time? It will be good for that ser vant  whose mas ter  finds him do ing so when 
he re turns. Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in  charge of all his pos ses sions. 
But sup pose that ser vant is wick ed and says to him self, ‘My mas ter is stay-
ing away a long time,’ and he then be gins to beat his fel low ser vants and to 
eat and  drink with drunk ards. The mas ter of that ser vant will come on a 
day when he does not ex pect him and at an hour he is not  aware of. He will 
cut him to piec es and as sign him a  place with the hyp o crites,  where  there 
will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.
1
“At that time the king dom of heav en will be like ten vir gins who took  their 
 lamps and went out to meet the bride groom. Five of them were fool ish and 
five were wise. The fool ish ones took  their  lamps but did not take any oil 
with them. The wise ones, how ev er, took oil in jars  along with  their  lamps. 
The bride groom was a long time in com ing, and they all be came  drowsy 
and fell asleep.

“At mid night the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bride groom! Come out to 
meet him!’

“Then all the vir gins woke up and  trimmed  their  lamps. The fool ish 
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our  lamps are go ing out.’

“ ‘No,’ they re plied, ‘there may not be  enough for both us and you. In-
stead, go to  those who sell oil and buy some for your selves.’

“But  while they were on  their way to buy the oil, the bride groom ar-
rived. The vir gins who were  ready went in with him to the wed ding ban-
quet. And the door was shut.

“Lat er the oth ers also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door 
for us!’

“But he re plied, ‘Tru ly I tell you, I  don’t know you.’
“There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know the day or the hour.

1
“Again, it will be like a man go ing on a jour ney, who  called his ser vants and 
en trust ed his  wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to an oth er 
two bags, and to an oth er one bag, each ac cord ing to his abil i ty. Then he 
went on his jour ney. The man who had re ceived five bags of gold went at 
once and put his mon ey to work and  gained five bags more. So also, the one 
with two bags of gold  gained two more. But the man who had re ceived one 
bag went off, dug a hole in the  ground and hid his mas ter’s mon ey.

“Af ter a long time the mas ter of  those ser vants re turned and set tled ac-
counts with them. The man who had re ceived five bags of gold  brought the 
oth er five. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en trust ed me with five bags of gold. See, I 
have  gained five more.’

“His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. 
Come and  share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’
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“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en-
trust ed me with two bags of gold; see, I have  gained two more.’

“His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. 
Come and  share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

“Then the man who had re ceived one bag of gold came. ‘Mas ter,’ he 
said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, har vest ing  where you have not sown 
and gath er ing  where you have not scat tered seed. So I was  afraid and went 
out and hid your gold in the  ground. See, here is what be longs to you.’

“His mas ter re plied, ‘You wick ed, lazy ser vant! So you knew that I har-
vest  where I have not sown and gath er  where I have not scat tered seed? Well 
then, you  should have put my mon ey on de pos it with the bank ers, so that 
when I re turned I  would have re ceived it back with in ter est.

“ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 
bags. For who ever has will be giv en more, and they will have an abun dance. 
Who ever does not have, even what they have will be tak en from them. And 
 throw that worth less ser vant out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be 
weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.’
1
“When the Son of Man  comes in his glo ry, and all the an gels with him, he 
will sit on his glo ri ous  throne. All the na tions will be gath ered be fore him, 
and he will sep a rate the peo ple one from an oth er as a shep herd sep a rates 
the  sheep from the  goats. He will put the  sheep on his  right and the  goats 
on his left.

“Then the King will say to  those on his  right, ‘Come, you who are  blessed 
by my Fa ther; take your in her i tance, the king dom pre pared for you  since 
the cre a tion of the  world. For I was hun gry and you gave me some thing to 
eat, I was  thirsty and you gave me some thing to  drink, I was a strang er and 
you in vit ed me in, I need ed  clothes and you  clothed me, I was sick and you 
 looked af ter me, I was in pris on and you came to vis it me.’

“Then the righ teous will an swer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun-
gry and feed you, or  thirsty and give you some thing to  drink? When did 
we see you a strang er and in vite you in, or need ing  clothes and  clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in pris on and go to vis it you?’

“The King will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did for one of the 
 least of  these broth ers and sis ters of mine, you did for me.’

“Then he will say to  those on his left, ‘De part from me, you who are 
 cursed, into the eter nal fire pre pared for the dev il and his an gels. For I was 
hun gry and you gave me noth ing to eat, I was  thirsty and you gave me noth-
ing to  drink, I was a strang er and you did not in vite me in, I need ed  clothes 
and you did not  clothe me, I was sick and in pris on and you did not look 
af ter me.’
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“They also will an swer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry or  thirsty or 
a strang er or need ing  clothes or sick or in pris on, and did not help you?’

“He will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did not do for one of the 
 least of  these, you did not do for me.’

“Then they will go away to eter nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous to 
eter nal life.”
3
3
3

W hen  Jesus had fin ished say ing all  these  things, he said to his dis ci-
ples, “As you know, the Pass over is two days away —  and the Son of 

Man will be hand ed over to be cru ci fied.”
Then the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple as sem bled in the 

pal ace of the high  priest,  whose name was Cai a phas, and they  schemed to 
ar rest  Jesus se cret ly and kill him. “But not dur ing the fes ti val,” they said, 
“or  there may be a riot  among the peo ple.”
1
While  Jesus was in Beth a ny in the home of Si mon the Lep er, a wom an came 
to him with an al a bas ter jar of very ex pen sive per fume,  which she  poured 
on his head as he was re clin ing at the ta ble.

When the dis ci ples saw this, they were in dig nant. “Why this  waste?” 
they  asked. “This per fume  could have been sold at a high  price and the 
mon ey giv en to the poor.”

Aware of this,  Jesus said to them, “Why are you both er ing this wom an? 
She has done a beau ti ful  thing to me. The poor you will al ways have with 
you, but you will not al ways have me. When she  poured this per fume on 
my body, she did it to pre pare me for buri al. Tru ly I tell you, wher ev er this 
gos pel is  preached through out the  world, what she has done will also be 
told, in mem o ry of her.”
1
Then one of the  Twelve —  the one  called Ju das Is car i ot —  went to the  chief 
 priests and  asked, “What are you will ing to give me if I de liv er him over to 
you?” So they count ed out for him thir ty piec es of sil ver. From then on Ju das 
 watched for an op por tu ni ty to hand him over.
1
On the  first day of the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread, the dis ci ples came to 
 Jesus and  asked, “Where do you want us to make prep a ra tions for you to 
eat the Pass over?”

He re plied, “Go into the city to a cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teach-
er says: My ap point ed time is near. I am go ing to cel e brate the Pass over 
with my dis ci ples at your  house.’ ” So the dis ci ples did as  Jesus had di rect ed 
them and pre pared the Pass over.

When eve ning came,  Jesus was re clin ing at the ta ble with the  Twelve. 
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