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2
2

A f ter all this had hap pened, Paul de cid ed to go to Je ru sa lem, pass ing 
 through Mac e do nia and Acha ia. “Af ter I have been  there,” he said, “I 

must vis it Rome also.” He sent two of his help ers, Tim o thy and Eras tus, to 
Mac e do nia,  while he  stayed in the prov ince of Asia a lit tle lon ger.

About that time  there  arose a  great dis tur bance  about the Way. A sil-
ver smith  named De me tri us, who made sil ver  shrines of Ar te mis,  brought 
in a lot of busi ness for the crafts men  there. He  called them to geth er,  along 
with the work ers in re lat ed  trades, and said: “You know, my  friends, that we 
re ceive a good in come from this busi ness. And you see and hear how this 
fel low Paul has con vinced and led  astray  large num bers of peo ple here in 
Eph e sus and in prac ti cal ly the  whole prov ince of Asia. He says that gods 
made by hu man  hands are no gods at all. There is dan ger not only that 
our  trade will lose its good name, but also that the tem ple of the  great god-
dess Ar te mis will be dis cred it ed; and the god dess her self, who is wor shiped 
through out the prov ince of Asia and the  world, will be  robbed of her di vine 
maj es ty.”

When they  heard this, they were fu ri ous and be gan shout ing: “Great 
is Ar te mis of the Ephe si ans!” Soon the  whole city was in an up roar. The 
peo ple  seized Ga ius and Ar is tar chus,  Paul’s trav el ing com pan ions from 
Mac e do nia, and all of them  rushed into the the ater to geth er. Paul want ed 
to ap pear be fore the  crowd, but the dis ci ples  would not let him. Even some 
of the of fi cials of the prov ince,  friends of Paul, sent him a mes sage beg ging 
him not to ven ture into the the ater.

The as sem bly was in con fu sion: Some were shout ing one  thing, some 
an oth er. Most of the peo ple did not even know why they were  there. The 
Jews in the  crowd  pushed Al ex an der to the  front, and they shout ed in struc-
tions to him. He mo tioned for si lence in or der to make a de fense be fore the 
peo ple. But when they re al ized he was a Jew, they all shout ed in uni son for 
 about two  hours: “Great is Ar te mis of the Ephe si ans!”

The city  clerk qui et ed the  crowd and said: “Fel low Ephe si ans,  doesn’t 
all the  world know that the city of Eph e sus is the guard ian of the tem ple 
of the  great Ar te mis and of her im age,  which fell from heav en? There fore, 
 since  these  facts are un de ni able, you  ought to calm down and not do any-
thing rash. You have  brought  these men here,  though they have nei ther 
 robbed tem ples nor blas phemed our god dess. If, then, De me tri us and his 
fel low crafts men have a griev ance  against any body, the  courts are open and 
 there are pro con suls. They can  press charg es. If  there is any thing fur ther 
you want to  bring up, it must be set tled in a le gal as sem bly. As it is, we are 
in dan ger of be ing  charged with ri ot ing be cause of what hap pened to day. In 
that case we  would not be able to ac count for this com mo tion,  since  there is 
no rea son for it.” Af ter he had said this, he dis missed the as sem bly.
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1
When the up roar had end ed, Paul sent for the dis ci ples and, af ter en cour ag-
ing them, said goodbye and set out for Mac e do nia. He trav eled  through that 
area, speak ing many  words of en cour age ment to the peo ple, and fi nal ly 
ar rived in  Greece, where he  stayed  three  months. Be cause some Jews had 
plot ted  against him just as he was  about to sail for Syr ia, he de cid ed to go 
back  through Mac e do nia. He was ac com pa nied by So pa ter son of Pyr rhus 
from Be rea, Ar is tar chus and Se cun dus from Thes sa lo ni ca, Ga ius from Der-
be, Tim o thy also, and Tych i cus and Troph i mus from the prov ince of Asia. 
These men went on  ahead and wait ed for us at Tro as. But we  sailed from 
Phi lip pi af ter the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread, and five days lat er  joined 
the oth ers at Tro as,  where we  stayed sev en days.
1
On the  first day of the week we came to geth er to  break  bread. Paul  spoke 
to the peo ple and, be cause he in tend ed to  leave the next day, kept on talk-
ing un til mid night. There were many  lamps in the up stairs room  where we 
were meet ing. Seat ed in a win dow was a  young man  named Eu ty chus, who 
was sink ing into a deep  sleep as Paul  talked on and on. When he was  sound 
 asleep, he fell to the  ground from the  third sto ry and was  picked up dead. 
Paul went down,  threw him self on the  young man and put his arms  around 
him. “Don’t be  alarmed,” he said. “He’s  alive!” Then he went up stairs  again 
and  broke  bread and ate. Af ter talk ing un til day light, he left. The peo ple 
took the  young man home  alive and were great ly com fort ed.
1
We went on  ahead to the ship and  sailed for As sos,  where we were go ing 
to take Paul  aboard. He had made this ar range ment be cause he was go ing 
 there on foot. When he met us at As sos, we took him  aboard and went on 
to Mit y le ne. The next day we set sail from  there and ar rived off Chi os. The 
day af ter that we  crossed over to Sa mos, and on the fol low ing day ar rived 
at Mi le tus. Paul had de cid ed to sail past Eph e sus to  avoid spend ing time in 
the prov ince of Asia, for he was in a hur ry to  reach Je ru sa lem, if pos si ble, 
by the day of Pen te cost.

From Mi le tus, Paul sent to Eph e sus for the el ders of the  church. When 
they ar rived, he said to them: “You know how I  lived the  whole time I was 
with you, from the  first day I came into the prov ince of Asia. I  served the 
Lord with  great hu mil i ty and with  tears and in the  midst of se vere test ing 
by the  plots of my Jew ish op po nents. You know that I have not hes i tat ed to 
 preach any thing that  would be help ful to you but have  taught you pub lic ly 
and from  house to  house. I have de clared to both Jews and  Greeks that they 
must turn to God in re pen tance and have  faith in our Lord  Jesus.

“And now, com pelled by the Spir it, I am go ing to Je ru sa lem, not know-
ing what will hap pen to me  there. I only know that in ev ery city the Holy 
Spir it  warns me that pris on and hard ships are fac ing me. How ev er, I con-
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sid er my life  worth noth ing to me; my only aim is to fin ish the race and 
com plete the task the Lord  Jesus has giv en me —  the task of tes ti fy ing to the 
good news of  God’s grace.

“Now I know that none of you  among whom I have gone  about preach-
ing the king dom will ever see me  again. There fore, I de clare to you to day 
that I am in no cent of the  blood of any of you. For I have not hes i tat ed to 
pro claim to you the  whole will of God. Keep  watch over your selves and all 
the  flock of  which the Holy Spir it has made you over seers. Be shep herds of 
the  church of God,  which he  bought with his own  blood. I know that af ter 
I  leave, sav age  wolves will come in  among you and will not  spare the  flock. 
Even from your own num ber men will  arise and dis tort the  truth in or der 
to draw away dis ci ples af ter them. So be on your  guard! Re mem ber that for 
 three  years I nev er  stopped warn ing each of you  night and day with tears.

“Now I com mit you to God and to the word of his  grace,  which can 
 build you up and give you an in her i tance  among all  those who are sanc ti-
fied. I have not cov et ed any one’s sil ver or gold or cloth ing. You your selves 
know that  these  hands of mine have sup plied my own  needs and the  needs 
of my com pan ions. In ev ery thing I did, I  showed you that by this kind of 
hard work we must help the weak, re mem ber ing the  words the Lord  Jesus 
him self said: ‘It is more  blessed to give than to re ceive.’ ”

When Paul had fin ished speak ing, he  knelt down with all of them and 
 prayed. They all wept as they em braced him and  kissed him. What  grieved 
them most was his state ment that they  would nev er see his face  again. Then 
they ac com pa nied him to the ship.
1
Af ter we had torn our selves away from them, we put out to sea and  sailed 
 straight to Kos. The next day we went to  Rhodes and from  there to Pat a ra. 
We  found a ship cross ing over to Phoe nic ia, went on  board and set sail. Af-
ter sight ing Cy prus and pass ing to the  south of it, we  sailed on to Syr ia. We 
land ed at Tyre,  where our ship was to un load its car go. We  sought out the 
dis ci ples  there and  stayed with them sev en days.  Through the Spir it they 
 urged Paul not to go on to Je ru sa lem. When it was time to  leave, we left and 
con tin ued on our way. All of them, in clud ing  wives and chil dren, ac com pa-
nied us out of the city, and  there on the  beach we  knelt to pray. Af ter say ing 
goodbye to each oth er, we went  aboard the ship, and they re turned home.

We con tin ued our voy age from Tyre and land ed at Ptol e ma is,  where we 
greet ed the broth ers and sis ters and  stayed with them for a day. Leav ing the 
next day, we  reached Caes a rea and  stayed at the  house of Phil ip the evan ge-
list, one of the Sev en. He had four un mar ried daugh ters who proph e sied.

Af ter we had been  there a num ber of days, a proph et  named Ag a bus 
came down from Ju dea. Com ing over to us, he took  Paul’s belt, tied his own 
 hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spir it says, ‘In this way the Jew-
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ish lead ers in Je ru sa lem will bind the own er of this belt and will hand him 
over to the Gen tiles.’ ”

When we  heard this, we and the peo ple  there plead ed with Paul not to 
go up to Je ru sa lem. Then Paul an swered, “Why are you weep ing and break-
ing my  heart? I am  ready not only to be  bound, but also to die in Je ru sa lem 
for the name of the Lord  Jesus.” When he  would not be dis suad ed, we gave 
up and said, “The  Lord’s will be done.”

Af ter this, we start ed on our way up to Je ru sa lem. Some of the dis ci ples 
from Caes a rea ac com pa nied us and  brought us to the home of Mna son, 
 where we were to stay. He was a man from Cy prus and one of the ear ly dis-
ci ples.
1
When we ar rived at Je ru sa lem, the broth ers and sis ters re ceived us warm-
ly. The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see  James, and all the el ders 
were pres ent. Paul greet ed them and re port ed in de tail what God had done 
 among the Gen tiles  through his min is try.

When they  heard this, they  praised God. Then they said to Paul: “You 
see, broth er, how many thou sands of Jews have be lieved, and all of them 
are zeal ous for the law. They have been in formed that you  teach all the Jews 
who live  among the Gen tiles to turn away from Mo ses, tell ing them not to 
cir cum cise  their chil dren or live ac cord ing to our cus toms. What  shall we 
do? They will cer tain ly hear that you have come, so do what we tell you. 
 There are four men with us who have made a vow. Take  these men, join in 
 their pu ri fi ca tion  rites and pay  their ex pens es, so that they can have  their 
 heads  shaved. Then ev ery one will know  there is no  truth in  these re ports 
 about you, but that you your self are liv ing in obe di ence to the law. As for 
the Gen tile be liev ers, we have writ ten to them our de ci sion that they  should 
ab stain from food sac ri ficed to  idols, from  blood, from the meat of stran gled 
an i mals and from sex u al im mo ral i ty.”

The next day Paul took the men and pu ri fied him self  along with them. 
Then he went to the tem ple to give no tice of the date when the days of pu ri-
fi ca tion  would end and the of fer ing  would be made for each of them.
1
When the sev en days were near ly over, some Jews from the prov ince of Asia 
saw Paul at the tem ple. They  stirred up the  whole  crowd and  seized him, 
shout ing, “Fel low Is ra el ites, help us! This is the man who teach es ev ery one 
ev ery where  against our peo ple and our law and this  place. And be sides, he 
has  brought  Greeks into the tem ple and de filed this holy  place.” (They had 
pre vi ous ly seen Troph i mus the Ephe si an in the city with Paul and as sumed 
that Paul had  brought him into the tem ple.)

The  whole city was  aroused, and the peo ple came run ning from all di-
rec tions. Seiz ing Paul, they  dragged him from the tem ple, and im me di ate ly 
the  gates were shut. While they were try ing to kill him, news  reached the 
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com mand er of the Ro man  troops that the  whole city of Je ru sa lem was in 
an up roar. He at once took some of fi cers and sol diers and ran down to the 
 crowd. When the ri ot ers saw the com mand er and his sol diers, they  stopped 
beat ing Paul.

The com mand er came up and ar rest ed him and or dered him to be 
 bound with two  chains. Then he  asked who he was and what he had done. 
Some in the  crowd shout ed one  thing and some an oth er, and  since the 
com mand er  could not get at the  truth be cause of the up roar, he or dered 
that Paul be tak en into the bar racks. When Paul  reached the  steps, the vi-
o lence of the mob was so  great he had to be car ried by the sol diers. The 
 crowd that fol lowed kept shout ing, “Get rid of him!”

As the sol diers were  about to take Paul into the bar racks, he  asked the 
com mand er, “May I say some thing to you?”

“Do you  speak  Greek?” he re plied. “Aren’t you the Egyp tian who start-
ed a re volt and led four thou sand ter ror ists out into the wil der ness some 
time ago?”

Paul an swered, “I am a Jew, from Tar sus in Ci li cia, a cit i zen of no or di-
nary city.  Please let me  speak to the peo ple.”

After re ceiv ing the com mand er’s per mis sion, Paul  stood on the  steps 
and mo tioned to the  crowd. When they were all si lent, he said to them in 
Ar a ma ic: “Broth ers and fa thers, lis ten now to my de fense.”

When they  heard him  speak to them in Ar a ma ic, they be came very 
qui et.

Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, born in Tar sus of Ci li cia, but  brought up 
in this city. I stud ied un der Ga ma li el and was thor ough ly  trained in the 
law of our an ces tors. I was just as zeal ous for God as any of you are to day. 
I per se cut ed the fol low ers of this Way to  their  death, ar rest ing both men 
and wom en and throw ing them into pris on, as the high  priest and all the 
Coun cil can them selves tes ti fy. I even ob tained let ters from them to  their 
as so ci ates in Da mas cus, and went  there to  bring  these peo ple as pris on ers 
to Je ru sa lem to be pun ished.

“About noon as I came near Da mas cus, sud den ly a  bright  light from 
heav en  flashed  around me. I fell to the  ground and  heard a  voice say to me, 
‘Saul! Saul! Why do you per se cute me?’

“ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked.
“ ‘I am  Jesus of Naz a reth, whom you are per se cut ing,’ he re plied. My 

com pan ions saw the  light, but they did not un der stand the  voice of him 
who was speak ing to me.

“ ‘What  shall I do, Lord?’ I asked.
“ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Da mas cus.  There you will be told 

all that you have been as signed to do.’ My com pan ions led me by the hand 
into Da mas cus, be cause the bril liance of the  light had blind ed me.

“A man  named An a ni as came to see me. He was a de vout ob serv er of 
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the law and high ly re spect ed by all the Jews liv ing  there. He  stood be side 
me and said, ‘Broth er Saul, re ceive your  sight!’ And at that very mo ment I 
was able to see him.

“Then he said: ‘The God of our an ces tors has cho sen you to know his 
will and to see the Righ teous One and to hear  words from his  mouth. You 
will be his wit ness to all peo ple of what you have seen and  heard. And now 
what are you wait ing for? Get up, be bap tized and wash your sins away, 
call ing on his name.’

“When I re turned to Je ru sa lem and was pray ing at the tem ple, I fell into 
a  trance and saw the Lord speak ing to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave Je ru sa-
lem im me di ate ly, be cause the peo ple here will not ac cept your tes ti mo ny 
 about me.’

“ ‘Lord,’ I re plied, ‘these peo ple know that I went from one syn a gogue 
to an oth er to im pris on and beat  those who be lieve in you. And when the 
 blood of your mar tyr Ste phen was shed, I  stood  there giv ing my ap prov al 
and guard ing the  clothes of  those who were kill ing him.’

“Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gen-
tiles.’ ”

The  crowd lis tened to Paul un til he said this. Then they  raised  their 
voic es and shout ed, “Rid the  earth of him! He’s not fit to live!”

As they were shout ing and throw ing off  their  cloaks and fling ing dust 
into the air, the com mand er or dered that Paul be tak en into the bar racks. 
He di rect ed that he be  flogged and in ter ro gat ed in or der to find out why the 
peo ple were shout ing at him like this. As they  stretched him out to flog him, 
Paul said to the cen tu ri on stand ing  there, “Is it le gal for you to flog a Ro man 
cit i zen who  hasn’t even been  found guilty?”

When the cen tu ri on  heard this, he went to the com mand er and re port-
ed it. “What are you go ing to do?” he  asked. “This man is a Ro man cit i-
zen.”

The com mand er went to Paul and  asked, “Tell me, are you a Ro man 
cit i zen?”

“Yes, I am,” he an swered.
Then the com mand er said, “I had to pay a lot of mon ey for my cit i zen-

ship.”
“But I was born a cit i zen,” Paul re plied.
Those who were  about to in ter ro gate him with drew im me di ate ly. The 

com mand er him self was  alarmed when he re al ized that he had put Paul, a 
Ro man cit i zen, in chains.
1
The com mand er want ed to find out ex act ly why Paul was be ing ac cused by 
the Jews. So the next day he re leased him and or dered the  chief  priests and 
all the mem bers of the San he drin to as sem ble. Then he  brought Paul and 
had him  stand be fore them.
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Paul  looked  straight at the San he drin and said, “My broth ers, I have 
ful filled my duty to God in all good con science to this day.” At this the 
high  priest An a ni as or dered  those stand ing near Paul to  strike him on the 
 mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God will  strike you, you white washed wall! 
You sit  there to  judge me ac cord ing to the law, yet you your self vi o late the 
law by com mand ing that I be struck!”

Those who were stand ing near Paul said, “How dare you in sult  God’s 
high priest!”

Paul re plied, “Broth ers, I did not re al ize that he was the high  priest; for 
it is writ ten: ‘Do not  speak evil  about the rul er of your peo ple.’ ”

Then Paul, know ing that some of them were Sad du cees and the oth-
ers Phar i sees,  called out in the San he drin, “My broth ers, I am a Phar i see, 
de scend ed from Phar i sees. I  stand on tri al be cause of the hope of the res-
ur rec tion of the dead.” When he said this, a dis pute  broke out be tween the 
Phar i sees and the Sad du cees, and the as sem bly was di vid ed. (The Sad du-
cees say that  there is no res ur rec tion, and that  there are nei ther an gels nor 
spir its, but the Phar i sees be lieve all  these things.)

There was a  great up roar, and some of the teach ers of the law who were 
Phar i sees  stood up and ar gued vig or ous ly. “We find noth ing  wrong with 
this man,” they said. “What if a spir it or an an gel has spo ken to him?” The 
dis pute be came so vi o lent that the com mand er was  afraid Paul  would be 
torn to piec es by them. He or dered the  troops to go down and take him 
away from them by  force and  bring him into the bar racks.

The fol low ing  night the Lord  stood near Paul and said, “Take cour age! 
As you have tes ti fied  about me in Je ru sa lem, so you must also tes ti fy in 
Rome.”
1
The next morn ing some Jews  formed a con spir a cy and  bound them selves 
with an oath not to eat or  drink un til they had  killed Paul. More than for ty 
men were in volved in this plot. They went to the  chief  priests and the el ders 
and said, “We have tak en a sol emn oath not to eat any thing un til we have 
 killed Paul. Now then, you and the San he drin pe ti tion the com mand er to 
 bring him be fore you on the pre text of want ing more ac cu rate in for ma tion 
 about his case. We are  ready to kill him be fore he gets here.”

But when the son of  Paul’s sis ter  heard of this plot, he went into the 
bar racks and told Paul.

Then Paul  called one of the cen tu ri ons and said, “Take this  young man 
to the com mand er; he has some thing to tell him.” So he took him to the 
com mand er.

The cen tu ri on said, “Paul, the pris on er, sent for me and  asked me to 
 bring this  young man to you be cause he has some thing to tell you.”

The com mand er took the  young man by the hand, drew him  aside and 
 asked, “What is it you want to tell me?”
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He said: “Some Jews have  agreed to ask you to  bring Paul be fore the 
San he drin to mor row on the pre text of want ing more ac cu rate in for ma tion 
 about him. Don’t give in to them, be cause more than for ty of them are wait-
ing in am bush for him. They have tak en an oath not to eat or  drink un til 
they have  killed him. They are  ready now, wait ing for your con sent to  their 
re quest.”

The com mand er dis missed the  young man with this warn ing: “Don’t 
tell any one that you have re port ed this to me.”

Then he  called two of his cen tu ri ons and or dered them, “Get  ready a 
de tach ment of two hun dred sol diers, sev en ty horse men and two hun dred 
spear men to go to Caes a rea at nine to night. Pro vide hors es for Paul so that 
he may be tak en safe ly to Gov er nor Fe lix.”

He  wrote a let ter as fol lows:
NIV1 
Clau di us Lys i as,

To His Ex cel len cy, Gov er nor Fe lix:

Greet ings.

This man was  seized by the Jews and they were  about to kill him, 
but I came with my  troops and res cued him, for I had  learned that he 
is a Ro man cit i zen. I want ed to know why they were ac cus ing him, so I 
 brought him to  their San he drin. I  found that the ac cu sa tion had to do 
with ques tions  about  their law, but  there was no  charge  against him 
that de served  death or im pris on ment. When I was in formed of a plot to 
be car ried out  against the man, I sent him to you at once. I also or dered 
his ac cus ers to pre sent to you  their case  against him.

NIV1 
 So the sol diers, car ry ing out  their or ders, took Paul with them dur-
ing the  night and  brought him as far as An tip a tris. The next day they let 
the cav al ry go on with him,  while they re turned to the bar racks. When the 
cav al ry ar rived in Caes a rea, they de liv ered the let ter to the gov er nor and 
hand ed Paul over to him. The gov er nor read the let ter and  asked what prov-
ince he was from. Learn ing that he was from Ci li cia, he said, “I will hear 
your case when your ac cus ers get here.” Then he or dered that Paul be kept 
un der  guard in Her od’s pal ace.
1
Five days lat er the high  priest An a ni as went down to Caes a rea with some 
of the el ders and a law yer  named Ter tul lus, and they  brought  their charg es 
 against Paul be fore the gov er nor. When Paul was  called in, Ter tul lus pre-
sent ed his case be fore Fe lix: “We have en joyed a long pe ri od of  peace un der 
you, and your fore sight has  brought  about re forms in this na tion. Ev ery-
where and in ev ery way, most ex cel lent Fe lix, we ac knowl edge this with 
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pro found grat i tude. But in or der not to wea ry you fur ther, I  would re quest 
that you be kind  enough to hear us brief ly.

“We have  found this man to be a trou ble mak er, stir ring up ri ots  among 
the Jews all over the  world. He is a ring lead er of the Naz a rene sect and even 
 tried to des e crate the tem ple; so we  seized him. By ex am in ing him your self 
you will be able to  learn the  truth  about all  these charg es we are bring ing 
 against him.”

The oth er Jews  joined in the ac cu sa tion, as sert ing that  these  things 
were true.

When the gov er nor mo tioned for him to  speak, Paul re plied: “I know 
that for a num ber of  years you have been a  judge over this na tion; so I glad ly 
make my de fense. You can eas i ly ver i fy that no more than  twelve days ago 
I went up to Je ru sa lem to wor ship. My ac cus ers did not find me ar gu ing 
with any one at the tem ple, or stir ring up a  crowd in the syn a gogues or any-
where else in the city. And they can not  prove to you the charg es they are 
now mak ing  against me. How ev er, I ad mit that I wor ship the God of our an-
ces tors as a fol low er of the Way,  which they call a sect. I be lieve ev ery thing 
that is in ac cor dance with the Law and that is writ ten in the Proph ets, and 
I have the same hope in God as  these men them selves have, that  there will 
be a res ur rec tion of both the righ teous and the wick ed. So I  strive al ways to 
keep my con science  clear be fore God and man.

“Af ter an ab sence of sev er al  years, I came to Je ru sa lem to  bring my 
peo ple  gifts for the poor and to pre sent of fer ings. I was cer e mo ni al ly  clean 
when they  found me in the tem ple  courts do ing this.  There was no  crowd 
with me, nor was I in volved in any dis tur bance. But  there are some Jews 
from the prov ince of Asia, who  ought to be here be fore you and  bring charg-
es if they have any thing  against me. Or  these who are here  should  state 
what  crime they  found in me when I  stood be fore the San he drin — un less 
it was this one  thing I shout ed as I  stood in  their pres ence: ‘It is con cern ing 
the res ur rec tion of the dead that I am on tri al be fore you to day.’ ”

Then Fe lix, who was well ac quaint ed with the Way, ad journed the pro-
ceed ings. “When Lys i as the com mand er  comes,” he said, “I will de cide your 
case.” He or dered the cen tu ri on to keep Paul un der  guard but to give him 
some free dom and per mit his  friends to take care of his needs.
1
Sev er al days lat er Fe lix came with his wife Dru sil la, who was Jew ish. He 
sent for Paul and lis tened to him as he  spoke  about  faith in  Christ  Jesus. As 
Paul  talked  about righ teous ness, self-con trol and the judg ment to come, 
Fe lix was  afraid and said, “That’s  enough for now! You may  leave. When I 
find it con ve nient, I will send for you.” At the same time he was hop ing that 
Paul  would of fer him a  bribe, so he sent for him fre quent ly and  talked with 
him.
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When two  years had  passed, Fe lix was suc ceed ed by Por ci us Fes tus, but 
be cause Fe lix want ed to  grant a fa vor to the Jews, he left Paul in pris on.
1
Three days af ter ar riv ing in the prov ince, Fes tus went up from Caes a rea to 
Je ru sa lem, where the  chief  priests and the Jew ish lead ers ap peared be fore 
him and pre sent ed the charg es  against Paul. They re quest ed Fes tus, as a 
fa vor to them, to have Paul trans ferred to Je ru sa lem, for they were pre par-
ing an am bush to kill him  along the way. Fes tus an swered, “Paul is be ing 
held at Caes a rea, and I my self am go ing  there soon. Let some of your lead-
ers come with me, and if the man has done any thing  wrong, they can  press 
charg es  against him there.”

Af ter spend ing  eight or ten days with them, Fes tus went down to Caes-
a rea. The next day he con vened the  court and or dered that Paul be  brought 
be fore him. When Paul came in, the Jews who had come down from Je ru-
sa lem  stood  around him. They  brought many se ri ous charg es  against him, 
but they  could not  prove them.

Then Paul made his de fense: “I have done noth ing  wrong  against the 
Jew ish law or  against the tem ple or  against Cae sar.”

Fes tus, wish ing to do the Jews a fa vor, said to Paul, “Are you will ing to 
go up to Je ru sa lem and  stand tri al be fore me  there on  these charg es?”

Paul an swered: “I am now stand ing be fore Cae sar’s  court,  where I  ought 
to be  tried. I have not done any  wrong to the Jews, as you your self know very 
well. If, how ev er, I am  guilty of do ing any thing de serv ing  death, I do not re-
fuse to die. But if the charg es  brought  against me by  these Jews are not true, 
no one has the  right to hand me over to them. I ap peal to Cae sar!”

Af ter Fes tus had con ferred with his coun cil, he de clared: “You have 
ap pealed to Cae sar. To Cae sar you will go!”
1
A few days lat er King Agrip pa and Ber ni ce ar rived at Caes a rea to pay  their 
re spects to Fes tus. Since they were spend ing many days  there, Fes tus dis-
cussed  Paul’s case with the king. He said: “There is a man here whom Fe-
lix left as a pris on er. When I went to Je ru sa lem, the  chief  priests and the 
el ders of the Jews  brought charg es  against him and  asked that he be con-
demned.

“I told them that it is not the Ro man cus tom to hand over any one be-
fore they have  faced  their ac cus ers and have had an op por tu ni ty to de fend 
them selves  against the charg es. When they came here with me, I did not 
de lay the case, but con vened the  court the next day and or dered the man to 
be  brought in. When his ac cus ers got up to  speak, they did not  charge him 
with any of the  crimes I had ex pect ed. In stead, they had some  points of dis-
pute with him  about  their own re li gion and  about a dead man  named  Jesus 
who Paul  claimed was  alive. I was at a loss how to in ves ti gate such mat ters; 
so I  asked if he  would be will ing to go to Je ru sa lem and  stand tri al  there on 
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 these charg es. But when Paul made his ap peal to be held over for the Em-
per or’s de ci sion, I or dered him held un til I  could send him to Cae sar.”

Then Agrip pa said to Fes tus, “I  would like to hear this man my self.”
He re plied, “To mor row you will hear him.”
The next day Agrip pa and Ber ni ce came with  great pomp and en tered 

the au di ence room with the high-rank ing mil i tary of fi cers and the prom i-
nent men of the city. At the com mand of Fes tus, Paul was  brought in. Fes tus 
said: “King Agrip pa, and all who are pres ent with us, you see this man! The 
 whole Jew ish com mu ni ty has pe ti tioned me  about him in Je ru sa lem and 
here in Caes a rea, shout ing that he  ought not to live any lon ger. I  found he 
had done noth ing de serv ing of  death, but be cause he made his ap peal to 
the Em per or I de cid ed to send him to Rome. But I have noth ing def i nite to 
 write to His Maj es ty  about him. There fore I have  brought him be fore all of 
you, and es pe cial ly be fore you, King Agrip pa, so that as a re sult of this in-
ves ti ga tion I may have some thing to  write. For I  think it is un rea son able to 
send a pris on er on to Rome with out spec i fy ing the charg es  against him.”

Then Agrip pa said to Paul, “You have per mis sion to  speak for your-
self.”

So Paul mo tioned with his hand and be gan his de fense: “King Agrip pa, 
I con sid er my self for tu nate to  stand be fore you to day as I make my de fense 
 against all the ac cu sa tions of the Jews, and es pe cial ly so be cause you are 
well ac quaint ed with all the Jew ish cus toms and con tro ver sies. There fore, 
I beg you to lis ten to me pa tient ly.

“The Jew ish peo ple all know the way I have  lived ever  since I was a 
 child, from the be gin ning of my life in my own coun try, and also in Je ru sa-
lem. They have  known me for a long time and can tes ti fy, if they are will ing, 
that I con formed to the strict est sect of our re li gion, liv ing as a Phar i see. 
And now it is be cause of my hope in what God has prom ised our an ces tors 
that I am on tri al to day. This is the prom ise our  twelve  tribes are hop ing to 
see ful filled as they ear nest ly  serve God day and  night. King Agrip pa, it is 
be cause of this hope that these Jews are ac cus ing me. Why  should any of 
you con sid er it in cred i ble that God rais es the dead?

“I too was con vinced that I  ought to do all that was pos si ble to op pose 
the name of  Jesus of Naz a reth. And that is just what I did in Je ru sa lem. On 
the au thor i ty of the  chief  priests I put many of the  Lord’s peo ple in pris on, 
and when they were put to  death, I cast my vote  against them. Many a time 
I went from one syn a gogue to an oth er to have them pun ished, and I  tried 
to  force them to blas pheme. I was so ob sessed with per se cut ing them that 
I even hunt ed them down in for eign cit ies.

“On one of  these jour neys I was go ing to Da mas cus with the au thor i ty 
and com mis sion of the  chief  priests. About noon, King Agrip pa, as I was on 
the road, I saw a  light from heav en, bright er than the sun, blaz ing  around 
me and my com pan ions. We all fell to the  ground, and I  heard a  voice say-
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ing to me in Ar a ma ic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you per se cute me? It is hard for 
you to kick  against the goads.’

“Then I  asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“ ‘I am  Jesus, whom you are per se cut ing,’ the Lord re plied. ‘Now get up 

and  stand on your feet. I have ap peared to you to ap point you as a ser vant 
and as a wit ness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will res cue you 
from your own peo ple and from the Gen tiles. I am send ing you to them to 
open  their eyes and turn them from dark ness to  light, and from the pow-
er of Sa tan to God, so that they may re ceive for give ness of sins and a  place 
 among  those who are sanc ti fied by  faith in me.’

“So then, King Agrip pa, I was not dis obe di ent to the vi sion from heav-
en. First to  those in Da mas cus, then to  those in Je ru sa lem and in all Ju dea, 
and then to the Gen tiles, I  preached that they  should re pent and turn to 
God and dem on strate  their re pen tance by  their  deeds. That is why some 
Jews  seized me in the tem ple  courts and  tried to kill me. But God has  helped 
me to this very day; so I  stand here and tes ti fy to  small and  great  alike. I 
am say ing noth ing be yond what the proph ets and Mo ses said  would hap-
pen — that the Mes si ah  would suf fer and, as the  first to rise from the dead, 
 would  bring the mes sage of  light to his own peo ple and to the Gen tiles.”

At this  point Fes tus in ter rupt ed  Paul’s de fense. “You are out of your 
mind, Paul!” he shout ed. “Your  great learn ing is driv ing you in sane.”

“I am not in sane, most ex cel lent Fes tus,” Paul re plied. “What I am say-
ing is true and rea son able. The king is fa mil iar with  these  things, and I can 
 speak free ly to him. I am con vinced that none of this has es caped his no-
tice, be cause it was not done in a cor ner. King Agrip pa, do you be lieve the 
proph ets? I know you do.”

Then Agrip pa said to Paul, “Do you  think that in such a  short time you 
can per suade me to be a Chris tian?”

Paul re plied, “Short time or long —  I pray to God that not only you but 
all who are lis ten ing to me to day may be come what I am, ex cept for  these 
chains.”

The king rose, and with him the gov er nor and Ber ni ce and  those sit ting 
with them. Af ter they left the room, they be gan say ing to one an oth er, “This 
man is not do ing any thing that de serves  death or im pris on ment.”

Agrip pa said to Fes tus, “This man  could have been set free if he had not 
ap pealed to Cae sar.”
1
When it was de cid ed that we  would sail for It a ly, Paul and some oth er pris-
on ers were hand ed over to a cen tu ri on  named Jul ius, who be longed to the 
Im pe ri al Reg i ment. We board ed a ship from Ad ra myt ti um  about to sail for 
 ports  along the  coast of the prov ince of Asia, and we put out to sea. Ar is tar-
chus, a Mac e do ni an from Thes sa lo ni ca, was with us.

The next day we land ed at Si don; and Jul ius, in kind ness to Paul, al-
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lowed him to go to his  friends so they  might pro vide for his  needs. From 
 there we put out to sea  again and  passed to the lee of Cy prus be cause the 
 winds were  against us. When we had  sailed  across the open sea off the  coast 
of Ci li cia and Pam phyl ia, we land ed at Myra in Lyc ia. There the cen tu ri on 
 found an Al ex an dri an ship sail ing for It a ly and put us on  board. We made 
slow head way for many days and had dif fi cul ty ar riv ing off Cni dus. When 
the wind did not al low us to hold our  course, we  sailed to the lee of  Crete, 
op po site Sal mo ne. We  moved  along the  coast with dif fi cul ty and came to a 
 place  called Fair Ha vens, near the town of La sea.

Much time had been lost, and sail ing had al ready be come dan ger ous 
be cause by now it was af ter the Day of Atone ment. So Paul  warned them, 
“Men, I can see that our voy age is go ing to be di sas trous and  bring  great loss 
to ship and car go, and to our own  lives also.” But the cen tu ri on, in stead of 
lis ten ing to what Paul said, fol lowed the ad vice of the pi lot and of the own-
er of the ship. Since the har bor was un suit able to win ter in, the ma jor i ty 
de cid ed that we  should sail on, hop ing to  reach Phoe nix and win ter  there. 
This was a har bor in  Crete, fac ing both south west and north west.

When a gen tle  south wind be gan to blow, they saw  their op por tu ni ty; 
so they  weighed an chor and  sailed  along the  shore of  Crete. Be fore very 
long, a wind of hur ri cane  force,  called the North east er,  swept down from 
the is land. The ship was  caught by the  storm and  could not head into the 
wind; so we gave way to it and were driv en  along. As we  passed to the lee of 
a  small is land  called Cau da, we were hard ly able to make the life boat se-
cure, so the men hoist ed it  aboard. Then they  passed  ropes un der the ship 
it self to hold it to geth er. Be cause they were  afraid they  would run  aground 
on the sand bars of Syr tis, they low ered the sea an chor and let the ship be 
driv en  along. We took such a vi o lent bat ter ing from the  storm that the next 
day they be gan to  throw the car go over board. On the  third day, they  threw 
the  ship’s tack le over board with  their own  hands. When nei ther sun nor 
 stars ap peared for many days and the  storm con tin ued rag ing, we fi nal ly 
gave up all hope of be ing saved.

Af ter they had gone a long time with out food, Paul  stood up be fore 
them and said: “Men, you  should have tak en my ad vice not to sail from 
 Crete; then you  would have  spared your selves this dam age and loss. But 
now I urge you to keep up your cour age, be cause not one of you will be lost; 
only the ship will be de stroyed. Last  night an an gel of the God to whom I 
be long and whom I  serve  stood be side me and said, ‘Do not be  afraid, Paul. 
You must  stand tri al be fore Cae sar; and God has gra cious ly giv en you the 
 lives of all who sail with you.’ So keep up your cour age, men, for I have  faith 
in God that it will hap pen just as he told me. Nev er the less, we must run 
 aground on some is land.”

On the four teenth  night we were  still be ing driv en  across the Adri a tic 
Sea, when  about mid night the sail ors  sensed they were ap proach ing land. 
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They took sound ings and  found that the wa ter was a hun dred and twen ty 
feet deep. A  short time lat er they took sound ings  again and  found it was 
nine ty feet deep. Fear ing that we  would be  dashed  against the  rocks, they 
 dropped four an chors from the  stern and  prayed for day light. In an at tempt 
to es cape from the ship, the sail ors let the life boat down into the sea, pre-
tend ing they were go ing to low er some an chors from the bow. Then Paul 
said to the cen tu ri on and the sol diers, “Un less  these men stay with the ship, 
you can not be  saved.” So the sol diers cut the  ropes that held the life boat 
and let it  drift away.

Just be fore dawn Paul  urged them all to eat. “For the last four teen 
days,” he said, “you have been in con stant sus pense and have gone with-
out food —  you  haven’t eat en any thing. Now I urge you to take some food. 
You need it to sur vive. Not one of you will lose a sin gle hair from his head.” 
Af ter he said this, he took some  bread and gave  thanks to God in  front of 
them all. Then he  broke it and be gan to eat. They were all en cour aged and 
ate some food them selves. Al to geth er  there were 276 of us on  board. When 
they had eat en as much as they want ed, they light ened the ship by throw-
ing the  grain into the sea.

When day light came, they did not rec og nize the land, but they saw a 
bay with a  sandy  beach,  where they de cid ed to run the ship  aground if they 
 could. Cut ting  loose the an chors, they left them in the sea and at the same 
time un tied the  ropes that held the rud ders. Then they hoist ed the fore sail 
to the wind and made for the  beach. But the ship  struck a sand bar and ran 
 aground. The bow  stuck fast and  would not move, and the  stern was bro ken 
to piec es by the pound ing of the surf.

The sol diers  planned to kill the pris on ers to pre vent any of them from 
swim ming away and es cap ing. But the cen tu ri on want ed to  spare  Paul’s life 
and kept them from car ry ing out  their plan. He or dered  those who  could 
swim to jump over board  first and get to land. The rest were to get  there on 
 planks or on oth er piec es of the ship. In this way ev ery one  reached land 
safe ly.
1
Once safe ly on  shore, we  found out that the is land was  called Mal ta. The 
is land ers  showed us un usu al kind ness. They  built a fire and wel comed us 
all be cause it was rain ing and cold. Paul gath ered a pile of brush wood and, 
as he put it on the fire, a vi per, driv en out by the heat, fas tened it self on his 
hand. When the is land ers saw the  snake hang ing from his hand, they said 
to each oth er, “This man must be a mur der er; for  though he es caped from 
the sea, the god dess Jus tice has not al lowed him to live.” But Paul  shook the 
 snake off into the fire and suf fered no ill ef fects. The peo ple ex pect ed him 
to  swell up or sud den ly fall dead; but af ter wait ing a long time and see ing 
noth ing un usu al hap pen to him, they  changed  their  minds and said he was 
a god.
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There was an es tate near by that be longed to Pub li us, the  chief of fi cial 
of the is land. He wel comed us to his home and  showed us gen er ous hos-
pi tal i ty for  three days. His fa ther was sick in bed, suf fer ing from fe ver and 
dys en tery. Paul went in to see him and, af ter  prayer,  placed his  hands on 
him and  healed him. When this had hap pened, the rest of the sick on the 
is land came and were  cured. They hon ored us in many ways; and when we 
were  ready to sail, they fur nished us with the sup plies we need ed.
1
Af ter  three  months we put out to sea in a ship that had win tered in the 
is land —  it was an Al ex an dri an ship with the fig ure head of the twin gods 
Cas tor and Pol lux. We put in at Syr a cuse and  stayed  there  three days. From 
 there we set sail and ar rived at Rhe gi um. The next day the  south wind came 
up, and on the fol low ing day we  reached Pu te o li. There we  found some 
broth ers and sis ters who in vit ed us to  spend a week with them. And so we 
came to Rome. The broth ers and sis ters  there had  heard that we were com-
ing, and they trav eled as far as the Fo rum of Ap pi us and the  Three Tav erns 
to meet us. At the  sight of  these peo ple Paul  thanked God and was en cour-
aged. When we got to Rome, Paul was al lowed to live by him self, with a 
sol dier to  guard him.

Three days lat er he  called to geth er the lo cal Jew ish lead ers. When 
they had as sem bled, Paul said to them: “My broth ers, al though I have done 
noth ing  against our peo ple or  against the cus toms of our an ces tors, I was 
ar rest ed in Je ru sa lem and hand ed over to the Ro mans. They ex am ined me 
and want ed to re lease me, be cause I was not  guilty of any  crime de serv ing 
 death. The Jews ob ject ed, so I was com pelled to make an ap peal to Cae sar. 
I cer tain ly did not in tend to  bring any  charge  against my own peo ple. For 
this rea son I have  asked to see you and talk with you. It is be cause of the 
hope of Is ra el that I am  bound with this chain.”

They re plied, “We have not re ceived any let ters from Ju dea con cern ing 
you, and none of our peo ple who have come from  there has re port ed or said 
any thing bad  about you. But we want to hear what your  views are, for we 
know that peo ple ev ery where are talk ing  against this sect.”

They ar ranged to meet Paul on a cer tain day, and came in even larg-
er num bers to the  place  where he was stay ing. He wit nessed to them from 
morn ing till eve ning, ex plain ing  about the king dom of God, and from the 
Law of Mo ses and from the Proph ets he  tried to per suade them  about  Jesus. 
Some were con vinced by what he said, but oth ers  would not be lieve. They 
dis agreed  among them selves and be gan to  leave af ter Paul had made this 
fi nal state ment: “The Holy Spir it  spoke the  truth to your an ces tors when he 
said  through Isa iah the proph et:
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28:26–28:31

102 | Luke-Acts  

  “ ‘Go to this people and say,
  “You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
  you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”
  For this people’s heart has become calloused;
  they hardly hear with their ears,
  and they have closed their eyes.
  Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
  hear with their ears,
  understand with their hearts
  and turn, and I would heal them.’

“There fore I want you to know that  God’s sal va tion has been sent to the 
Gen tiles, and they will lis ten!”
1
For two  whole  years Paul  stayed  there in his own rent ed  house and wel-
comed all who came to see him. He pro claimed the king dom of God and 
 taught  about the Lord  Jesus  Christ —  with all bold ness and with out hin-
drance!
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